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Despite all the troubles, 
the wall of Jerusalem was 
finally rebuilt.

Nehemiah 12:27-47 tells 
the dedication of the wall 
and the joy of the people.

The gathering of the Levites (v. 27-29)

Purification (v. 30)

The two choirs (v. 31-42)

The sacrifices (v. 43)

The joy for the priests and Levites
(v. 44-47)



“Now at the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem they sought out the 
Levites in all their places, to bring them to Jerusalem to celebrate the 

dedication with gladness, both with thanksgivings and singing, with 
cymbals and stringed instruments and harps.” (Nehemiah 12:27)

David designed the worship service for the Temple. 
He appointed prophets who led the congregational 
singing with instrumental accompaniment: Asaph, 
Jeduthun and Heman (1Chr. 25:1-8).

All the Levites were called to participate in the 
dedication of the wall.

Some of them played the 
instruments, others sang, and 
others assisted them (by taking 
care of the instruments, the 
clothes, etc.).

Their task was to praise 
genuinely, and to express it the 
best way possible to inspire the 
people spiritually.



“Then the priests and Levites purified themselves, and purified the people, the 
gates, and the wall.” (Nehemiah 12:30)

People and objects were purified by washing them. 
Sometimes, they could also be sprinkled with purification 
water (Numbers 19).

This rite is not related to the forgiveness of sin but to 
cleansing of evil (1 John 1:9).

God can change our mind 
and attitude so we can 
genuinely serve and 
praise Him.

When we are aware of 
how God has forgiven 
and cleansed us, we 
respond with joy and 
hope by loving and 
worshiping Him.



Two large choirs took different ways along the 
wall:

1. Ezra led the first choir.
2. Nehemiah went with the second one.

After coming down the wall, both choirs came 
together to enter the Temple.

The people followed them and 
joined in worship. They bowed down 
to pray.

Music has always been a tool to raise 
our thoughts towards God. It can 
enhance our worship experience.

We will continue praising God with 
music in Heaven and in the New 
Earth.



“Also that day they offered great sacrifices, and 
rejoiced, for God had made them rejoice with 
great joy; the women and the children also 

rejoiced, so that the joy of Jerusalem was heard 
afar off.” (Nehemiah 12:43)

The sacrifices were the foundation of the worship 
at the Temple. Purification, worship and music 
were pointless without sacrifice.

Those sacrifices were a symbol of “the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world.” 
(John 1:29). Jesus is the center of worship.

By His death at the cross, He is 
worthy to receive our gratitude in 
praise and worship 
(Revelation 5:6, 12-13).

Worship involves singing, music, 
joy, and reverently bowing down 
before the Lord (Psalm 95).



The work of the priests symbolized the intercession of Jesus at 
the Heavenly Sanctuary. The Levites helped them by carrying 
out ancillary tasks.

Priesthood is no longer needed, because Jesus 
Himself works as our Priest now. However, the work 
the Levites did is still important for the church today.

Modern “Levites” must take care of preaching, 
evangelism, the physical care of the church, music…

Therefore, we must support 
our pastors and ministers 
economically and spiritually. 
We must also encourage and 
appreciate the work of 
everyone who serves the 
church in any way.



“Educate the soul to cheerfulness, to thankfulness, and 

to the expression of gratitude to God for the great love 

wherewith He hath loved us... Christian cheerfulness is 

the very beauty of holiness…

As children of the light, God would have us cultivate a  

cheerful, happy spirit, that we may show forth the 

praises of Him who hath called us out of darkness into 

His marvelous light.” E.G.W. (Sons and Daughters of God, June 10)

“In every assembly of the saints below, are the 

angels of God listening to the thanksgiving, the 

praise, the supplication, that is offered by the people 

of God in testimonies, songs, and prayers. Let them 

remember that their praises are supplemented by 

the choirs of the angelic host above.”

E.G.W. (Our High Calling, June 10)


