
Lesson 8 for November 23, 2019 



After reading the Law, the people of Israel decided to 
make a covenant with God. They promised they'd be 
faithful to Him. 

That covenant and the people who signed it are 
recorded in Nehemiah 10. 

This covenant is included in the everlasting covenant 
God has made with humanity. 

The everlasting covenant: 

 Why a covenant? 

 Covenant or covenants? 

 Covenantal structure 

The covenant of Israel (Nehemiah 10): 

 Commitment to obedience 

 Commitment to worship 



“Now the rest of the people […] joined with their 
brethren, their nobles, and entered into a curse and 
an oath to walk in God’s Law.” (Nehemiah 10:28-29) 

The people promised to fulfill the covenant that 
God made with Israel at Mount Sinai  
(see Exodus 19:8; 24:3). 

When humans sinned for the 
first time, God made a covenant 
with them (Genesis 3:15). 

Sin had broken the God's relationship with His creatures. God 
committed to restoring that relationship. 

Each person must decide 
between joining the 
covenant and restoring 
their relationship with God, 
and rejecting it. 



A divided 
humanity 

Cain 

He chose evil 

Lamech (7th 
generation) 

Introduced 
polygamy 

They were 
destroyed 

Seth 

He accepted 
God 

Enoch (7th 
generation) 

He walked 
with God 

Noah found grace in 
the eyes of the Lord 

Despite our wickedness, God has 
never given up to restoring His 
relationship with us. He has 
renewed His everlasting covenant 
many times. 



After the Flood, God made a covenant with Abraham and He 
confirmed it to Isaac and Jacob (Genesis 17:1-8, 19;  
1 Chronicles 16:16-17; Galatians 3:17). 

1. Sanctification (Jeremiah 31:33) 
2. Reconciliation (Jeremiah 31:33) 
3. Mission (Jeremiah 31:34) 
4. Justification (Jeremiah 31:34) 

At Mount Sinai, God made a covenant with the people of Israel 
(Exodus 19-24). This "old covenant" (2 Corinthians 3:14) was 
extended to mention the house of David (Isaiah 55:3). 

Finally, God promised to make a 
"new covenant" (Jeremiah 31:33-
34). However, all these covenants 
are different phases of the same 
everlasting covenant. The 
everlasting covenant involves: 



The covenants at that time 
were made of several 
sections. The book of 
Deuteronomy (the book of 
the covenant) and Joshua's 
covenant with the people are 
good examples. 

Special provision 
Dt. 31:9-13 Jos. 24:25-26 

Witnesses 
Dt. 30:19 Jos. 24:22, 27 

Blessings and curses 
Dt. 27-30 Jos. 24:19-20 

Stipulations or laws 
Dt. 4:44 – 26:19 Jos. 24:14-15, 23 

Historical prologue 
Dt. 1:6-4 – 4:43 Jos. 24:2-13 

Preamble 
Dt. 1:1-5 Jos. 24:2 



“Though this covenant was made with 

Adam and renewed to Abraham, it could 

not be ratified until the death of Christ. It 

had existed by the promise of God since 

the first intimation of redemption had 

been given; it had been accepted by faith; 

yet when ratified by Christ, it is called a 

new covenant. The law of God was the 

basis of this covenant, which was simply 

an arrangement for bringing men again 

into harmony with the divine will, placing 

them where they could obey God’s law.” 

E.G.W. (Patriarchs and Prophets, cp. 32, p. 370) 



The 84 signatories represented the people of Israel. 
The governor signed first, followed by the High Priest, 
the priests, the Levites and the leaders of the people. 

Everyone committed to obeying God's Law (v. 29). 
They stressed the following points: 

Not getting married to 
non-Israelites (v. 30) 

Observing the Sabbath (v. 31) 

Taking care of the poor by 
observing the Sabbatical Year 
and remitting the debts (v. 31) 

Supporting the services of the 
Temple (v. 32-39) 

They would grow in holiness by following these guidelines and implementing 
good habits. 



An annual economic 
contribution for the loaves of 

proposition, the daily sacrifice, 
the feasts and other expenses 

of the Temple. 

Allotting the 
responsibility or 

burning firewood 
on the altar 

Giving the 
firstfruits, and the 
firstborns of their 

animals 

Giving the tithe 
to the Levites 

who would also 
give the tenth of 

the tithe 

Today there's no Temple 
in Jerusalem anymore. 
When Jesus signed the 
new covenant with His 
blood, all these 
temporary stipulations 
became obsolete. 

However, the Heavenly 
Sanctuary is still the 
setting of the everlasting 
covenant, the plan of 
salvation (Hebrew 8:1-7). 

What commitments did they make regarding the Temple? 



“God has given us the power of choice; it is 

ours to exercise. We cannot change our 

hearts, we cannot control our thoughts, our 

impulses, our affections. We cannot make 

ourselves pure, fit for God’s service. But we 

can choose to serve God, we can give Him our 

will; then He will work in us to will and to 

do according to His good pleasure. Thus our 

whole nature will be brought under the 

control of Christ.” 

E.G.W. (The Ministry of Healing, cp. 11, p. 176) 



Psalm 50:5 


