
Lesson 3 for October 19, 2019



God has drawn plans that involve people, nations or the whole humanity. This is 
called "predestination" in the Bible.

The plan of salvation is one example of a plan for the whole humanity. God also 
has plans for special people at a special time. Some people may fail to execute 
their part in the plan—for example, Saul—, while some others may fulfill it as 
Ezra and Nehemiah did.

However, some of God's plans are designed to be fulfilled no matter what. For 
example, the prophecies about powers and empires, the End Time, and the end 
of sin and death.

God's call and the prophecies

God's call for Ezra and Nehemiah

God's call for you

Your response to God's call



“For thus says the Lord: After seventy years are completed at Babylon, I will 
visit you and perform My good word toward you, and cause you to return to 

this place.” (Jeremiah 29:10)

In 538 BC, God called Cyrus to fulfill the end of 
the seventy years prophecy.

Cyrus promulgated a decree to let Israel return 
to Jerusalem, under the leadership of 
Zerubbabel (Ezra 1:1-4).

In 457 BC, God called Artaxerxes to 
fulfill the start of the seventy weeks 
prophecy (Ezra 7:11-27).

Unlike other previous decrees, 
Artaxerxes' gave all autonomy to the 
Jews, under the leadership of Ezra.



The prophecy of the 70 weeks goes 
from 457 BC to 34 AD. In 34 AD, the 
nation of Israel showed they had 
definitely rejected Jesus as the 
Messiah by stoning Stephen.

Seven years before that, Jesus had 
been anointed as the Messiah. Three 
and a half years later (by the middle 
of the week), Jesus was crucified.

457 BC

34 AD

27 AD

31 AD

According to Daniel 9:24, the 70 weeks are part of a longer time period (they're châthak, 
which means "cut" in Hebrew). That longer period is the 2,300 days (Daniel 8:14).

457 BC 408 BC 27 AD 31 AD 34 AD 1844 AD

70 weeks 7 62 1

2,300 years 49 434 7 1810



There are two Hebrew words in Daniel which mean 
"vision": hâzôn (the whole vision) and mar’ah (the 2,300 
days vision).

The relationship between the 70 weeks and the 2,300 days 
was not explained by Gabriel in Daniel 8, but it can be 
understood by comparing the chapters 8 and 9.

In the third year of the reign of King 
Belshazzar a vision [hâzôn] (Daniel 8:1)

And the vision [mar’ah] of the evenings and 
mornings which was told is true; therefore 
seal up the vision [hâzôn] (Daniel 8:26)

I was astonished by the vision [mar’ah], but 
no one understood it (Daniel 8:27)

While I was speaking in prayer, the 
man Gabriel, whom I had seen in 
the vision [hâzôn] at the beginning 
(Daniel 9:21)

Therefore consider the matter, and 
understand the vision [mar’ah] 
(Daniel 9:23)
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vision 
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2,300 

In Daniel 9, Gabriel 
explained Daniel that the 
2,300 days vision begins 
with a 70-week period



“For Ezra had prepared his heart to 
seek the Law of the Lord, and to do it, 
and to teach statutes and ordinances in 

Israel.” (Ezra 7:10)

Why did God choose Ezra?

“So it was, when I heard these words, 
that I sat down and wept, and mourned 

for many days; I was fasting and 
praying before the God of heaven.” 

(Nehemiah 1:4)

Why did God choose Nehemiah?

Ezra had chosen to seek God. He studied 
the Bible with passion. He gladly accepted 
the task God was entrusting to him.

Nehemiah was passionate about God's 
people. His heart was broken because of 
Jerusalem's disgrace. He volunteered to 
fulfill God's work.



Paul said God's call is the result of predestination. What has God predestined 
us to?

To be 
transformed in 

the image of 
Jesus 

(Romans 8:29)

To be justified 
and glorified 

(Romans 
8:30)

To know God's 
plans 

(1 Corinthians 
2:7-10)

To be 
adopted as 

sons and 
daughters 
(Ephesians 

1:5)

To receive 
an 

inheritance 
(Ephesians 

1:11)

God's call is universal. We are all called to be saved, and we've been specially 
called to carry out a specific task in His plan.



“There is an election of individuals and a people, the 

only election found in the word of God, where man is 

elected to be saved. Many have looked at the end, 

thinking they were surely elected to have heavenly 

bliss; but this is not the election the Bible reveals. Man 

is elected to work out his own salvation with fear and 

trembling. He is elected to put on the armor, to fight 

the good fight of faith. He is elected to use the means 

God has placed within his reach to war against every 

unholy lust, while Satan is playing the game of life for 

his soul. He is elected to watch unto prayer, to search 

the Scriptures, and to avoid entering into temptation. 

He is elected to have faith continually. He is elected to 

be obedient to every word that proceedeth out of the 

mouth of God, and that he may be, not a hearer only, 

but a doer of the word. This is Bible election.”
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YOUR RESPONSE TO GOD'S CALL

God also calls us to carry out specific tasks in His 
plan. Some people rejected Jesus and moved 
away from God, like Saul or Judas.

Some other people had objections to God's call, 
like Moses (although he finally accepted it). 
Others gladly accepted their part in God's plan 
and carried it out to the end, like Ezra and 
Nehemiah.

“Also I heard the voice of the Lord, saying: 'Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for Us?' Then I said, 
'Here am I! Send me.’” (Isaiah 6:8)

Jesus died so that everyone is predestined to be 
saved by God (John 3:16). However, God lets us 
choose if we want to accept His calling.

We must have fellowship with Jesus in order to 
live the destiny God has planned for us 
(Philippians 3:10).



“Hundreds, yea, thousands, who have heard the 

message of salvation are still idlers in the market 

place, when they might be engaged in some line of 

active service. To these Christ is saying, “Why stand ye 

here all the day idle?” and He adds, “Go ye also into the 

vineyard.” Matthew 20:6, 7. Why is it that many more 

do not respond to the call? Is it because they think 

themselves excused in that they do not stand in the 

pulpit? Let them understand that there is a large work 

to be done outside the pulpit by thousands of 

consecrated lay members.

Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take 

possession of the whole church so that everyone shall 

be working for Him according to his ability.”

E.G.W. (The Acts of the Apostles, cp. 11, p. 110-111)



E.G.W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 7, cp. 44, p. 230)


