
Lesson 6 for February 9, 2019



The 4 winds. Revelation 7:1-3

The 144,000 sealed. Revelation 7:4-8

The great multitude. Revelation 7:9-17

The uncorrupted firstfruits. Revelation 14:1-4

Without deceit or fault. Revelation 14:5

The 144,000 sealed people are introduced in 
two passages: Revelation 7 and 14:1-5.

In the first passage, they stand because the 
Lamb is coming. In the second, they have 
refused to receive the mark of the beast.

They complete the number of the redeemed—
the ones sealed for salvation—, a multitude “of 
all nations, tribes, peoples, and tongues.”



“Do not harm the earth, the sea, or 
the trees till we have sealed the 

servants of our God on their 
foreheads.” (Revelation 7:3)

In prophecy, the winds represent the 
wars between nations (Daniel 7:2). God 
can use them to carry out His 
judgments (Jeremiah 51:1).

God will not allow Satan to deploy all 
his destructive power until the people 
of God has been sealed (Ezekiel 9:1-11).

The seal is used to mark God’s property 
(2Tim. 2:19). The people of God have 
been sealed with the Holy Spirit during 
all human history (Ephesians 1:13-14).

In the last days, those keeping the 
Commandments of God and 
worshipping Him on the day He 
sanctified will be sealed (Rev. 14:12).



THE 144,000 SEALED

144,000 is a symbolic number. If it was literal, the 144,000 would be 
single male Jews who had never sinned. According to Paul, that’s 
impossible (Romans 3:23).

The tribe of Dan is not 
counted because of their 
idolatry (Judges 18). Ephraim 
is replaced by his father 
Joseph, maybe because of 
idolatry too (Hosea 4:17).

Who and how we worship is 
crucial to the decision as to 
who will be sealed.

12x12 represents the people of God from the Old 
Testament and the New Testament. 1,000 is used in 
Hebrew literature as equivalent to “many” (Dt. 32:30; 
1S. 18:7; Is. 60:22).



As in other passages, John heard and then he 
saw (Rev. 1:10, 12; 5:5, 6; 9:6, 7). John saw all 
the redeemed.

The last ones to be sealed are among them, a 
group known as “the 144,000.” All the 
redeemed will receive the prize at the same 
time (Hebrews 11:39-40).

Why are they before the throne and before the Lamb?

Because they “washed their robes and 
made them white in the blood of the 
Lamb.” (Rev. 7:14)

They have fought the good fight, but 
they can stand there only because they 
received Christ’s righteousness by grace.



“These are the ones who were not defiled with 
women, for they are virgins. These are the ones 
who follow the Lamb wherever He goes. These were 
redeemed from among men, being firstfruits to God 
and to the Lamb.” (Revelation 14:4)

Those who were not defiled with women 
stand before the Lamb. The woman is 
Babylon and her daughters (Rev. 17:5).

In the last days, that group of people won’t 
be corrupted by apostate churches. And if 
they are now in Babylon, the will leave her 
(Rev. 18:1-4).

They are the firstfruits, the best fruits from a 
harvest that is offered to God (Numbers 18:12).

They are a special group because they will be 
transformed at the Second Coming without first 
dying.

They will keep their faithfulness to God until the end. They “keep 
the commandments of God and the faith of Jesus.” (Rev. 14:12)



“And in their mouth was found no deceit, for they are 
without fault before the throne of God.” (Revelation 14:5)

That doesn’t mean that they have never 
sinned, but that all stains of sin have been 
removed because they “washed their robes… 
in the blood of the Lamb.”

They are irreproachable as Abraham or Job 
were (Genesis 17:1; Job 1:1). In all generations, 
God has had men and women who have been 
part of a church “without stain or wrinkle or 
any other blemish, but holy and blameless.” 
(Ephesians 5:27 NIV)

Our character will reflect Christ’s if we cling to 
His grace and forgiveness by faith (2 
Corinthians 3:18).

You can also be part of that special group.



“One of the marked features in the 

representation of the 144,000 is that in their 

mouth there was found no guile. The Lord has 

said, ‘Blessed is the man ... in whose spirit there 

is no guile.’ They profess to be children of God, 

and are represented as following the Lamb 

whithersoever he goeth. They are prefigured 

before us as standing on Mount Zion, girt for 

holy service, clothed in white linen, which is 

the righteousness of the saints. But all who 

follow the Lamb in heaven will first have 

followed Him on earth, in trustful, loving, 

willing obedience, followed Him not fretfully 

and capriciously, but confidently, truthfully, as 

the flock follows the shepherd.”

E.G.W. (Selected Messages, vol. 3, cp. 57, p. 424)



“All whose names shall at last be found written 

in the Lamb’s book of life will fight manfully the 

battles of the Lord. They will labor most earnestly 

to discern and put away temptations and every 

evil thing. They will feel that the eye of God is 

upon them and that the strictest fidelity is 

required. As faithful sentinels they will keep the 

passage barred, that Satan may not pass them 

disguised as an angel of light to work his work of 

death in their midst... they will wash their robes 

of character and make them white in the blood of 

the Lamb. These will sing the song of triumph in 

the kingdom of glory.”

E.G.W. (My life today, November 13)


