
UNITY IN FAITH

Lesson 8 for November 24, 2018



Sharing a common doctrine is a unifying element (Acts 2:42).

We may differ in opinion about unimportant things. Sharing the same 
fundamental beliefs generates unity among the believers all around the 
world. 

The Adventist Church has many doctrines in common with other 
Christian churches. However, we believe in specific doctrines that make 
the Adventist Church distinctive.

The Everlasting Gospel

The Second Coming of Christ

The Heavenly Sanctuary

The Sabbath

The State of the Dead



“Then I saw another angel flying in the 
midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach to those who dwell on the 
earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and 
people.” (Revelation 14:6)

What is the everlasting gospel?

It’s the good news, that Jesus has reconciled us with 
God by His death. This is called atonement. In this way, 
we are freely forgiven and justified (Romans 3:24-25).

The mercy seat on the ark of the 
covenant was placed between the divine 
presence and the law. Jesus is our mercy 
seat, the propitiation for our sins (1 John 
2:2; 4:9-10; 2 Peter 2:21-24).

Those who have accepted Jesus are 
united in one faith and one mission: to 
proclaim the everlasting gospel.



“For our citizenship is in heaven, from which we also eagerly 
wait for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ.” (Philippians 3:20)

We believe that Jesus will come back to Earth as He said:

A real coming 
like His 

ascension 
(Acts 1:11)

Visible to 
everyone 

(Mt.24:26-27; 
Rev. 1:7)

Audible 
(1Co. 15:52)

The dead will 
be resurrected 
and the living 

will be 
transformed 
(1Ts. 4:13-18)

We don’t know when it will happen, but we’re called to wait for Him. His 
coming will happen anytime (Mt. 24:36; 25:1-13).

The Second Coming unites us in hope as we wait to spend eternity with 
the God of love and grace.



The Bible is filled with references to the 
heavenly temple or sanctuary, the dwelling place 
of God (Psalm 11:4; 102:19; Rev. 7:15; 15:5; 
Heb. 9:24).

The earthly sanctuary and it services can help us 
understanding the role of the heavenly 
sanctuary. Its purpose is to remove sin.

Jesus is the High Priest of the heavenly 
sanctuary. He intercedes for us there 
(Heb. 7:25).

The Day of Atonement represented the 
judgment that would take place in the heavenly 
sanctuary before the Second Coming (which 
began in 1844, see Lev. 16; Dan. 8:14).

Christ’s ministry in the 
heavenly sanctuary unites 
us in recognizing our 
ongoing need for God’s 
mercy and grace.



THE SABBATH
• God blessed and sanctified the Sabbath at Creation 

(Gn. 2:3)

• It’s a special time set aside for God to meet with His 
people (Lv. 23:3)

• It’s a sign between God and His people (Eze. 20:20)

The Sabbath in the Old Testament.

• Jesus kept the Sabbath and emphasized its healing 
work (Lk. 13:10-17)

• The apostles kept the Sabbath and preached to Jews 
and Gentiles on the Sabbath (Acts 13:44; 16:13)

The Sabbath in the New Testament

• It reminds us of our freedom from sin (Dt. 5:15)

• We acknowledge God as the owner of our lives 
and time (Ex. 20:8-11)

• It unites us in spiritual rest in Christ 
(Isa. 58:13-14)

The Sabbath today



“When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the 
mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 
‘Death has been swallowed up in victory.’” (1 Corinthians 15:54 NIV)

We won’t have immortality until death is destroyed. 
There are no immortal “souls” who live after we die.

Immortality can only be found in God (1Tim. 6:15-16). 
He will give it to us at the Second Coming (1Co. 15:50-55; 
1Ts. 4:13-18).

In the meantime, we sleep from the 
moment we die to the day we’ll be 
awaken by Jesus’ voice (Ecc. 9:5-6, 10; 
Psalm 146:4; 115:17; Jn. 11:11-15; 
Jn. 5:28).

Our understanding of the state of the 
dead unites us in recognizing our 
finiteness and dependence upon God 
for every breath of life.



“Though we have an individual work and an 

individual responsibility before God, we are not to 

follow our own independent judgment, regardless of 

the opinions and feelings of our brethren; for this 

course would lead to disorder in the church. It is the 

duty of ministers to respect the judgment of their 

brethren; but their relations to one another, as well 

as the doctrines they teach, should be brought to the 

test of the law and the testimony; then, if hearts are 

teachable, there will be no divisions among us. Some 

are inclined to be disorderly, and are drifting away 

from the great landmarks of the faith; but God is 

moving upon His ministers to be one in doctrine and 

in spirit.”

E.G.W. (Testimonies to Ministers and Gospel Workers, cp. 3, p. 30)


