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2. Derbe and Lystra. Acts 16:1-5
❖ Young Timothy

3. Phrygia, Galatia, Mysia and Troas. Acts 16:6-10
❖ The Macedonian call

4. Samothrace, Neapolis and Philippi. Acts 16:11-40
❖ New believers

1. Syria and Cilicia. Acts 15:36-41
❖ Two missionary teams

5. Thessalonica and Berea. 
Acts 17:1-15
❖ Studying the Scriptures

7. Corinth. Acts 18:1-17
❖ “Speak, and don’t keep silent”

6. Athens. Acts 17:16-34
❖ The Areopagus



“Then after some days Paul said to Barnabas, ‘Let 
us now go back and visit our brethren in every 
city where we have preached the word of the 
Lord, and see how they are doing.’” (Acts 15:36)

Paul and Barnabas decided to visit 
the churches they had planted in their 
first journey. Barnabas wanted to 
take his cousin John Mark with them 
again (Colossians 4:10)

Paul didn’t want to give John Mark a 
second chance, because he had given 
up during the previous journey.

Barnabas and John Mark went to 
Cyprus, and Paul and Silas went to Asia.

Some time later, Paul did appreciate 
John Mark’s work: “for he is useful to 
me for ministry.” (Phil. 1:24; 2Tim. 4:11)



“Paul wanted to have him go on with him. And he took him and circumcised 
him because of the Jews who were in that region, for they all knew that his 

father was Greek.” (Acts 16:3)

Paul met Timothy in Lystra. He was a young man 
who had been taught the Scriptures by his mother 
Eunice and his grandmother Lois (2Tim. 1:5)

Paul decided to take Timothy with him to his 
journey, as he was a consecrated and gifted person.

Timothy hadn’t been 
circumcised, because 
his father was Greek.

The Council in Jerusalem had agreed that circumcision 
shouldn’t be imposed. Why did Paul have him 
circumcised?

Paul loved the Jews, so he did it to help them to accept 
the message Timothy was preaching with ease.



“And a vision appeared to Paul in the night. A man of 
Macedonia stood and pleaded with him, saying, ‘Come 
over to Macedonia and help us.’” (Acts 16:9)

Paul’s original plan was to visit the planted 
churches, but the Holy Spirit’s had other 
plans.

The Holy Spirit led them to Mysia instead, 
and prevented them from going to 
Bithynia. He led them to Troas—a maritime 
port—and told them where to go next.

They were entering Europe, so the Gospel 
could be preached in a new area.

This is an example of how we need to 
follow the guidance of the Holy Spirit, even 
if it goes contrary to our own plans or 
ideas.



Paul looked for the place where Jews 
gathered in Philippi. There was no 
synagogue, and he found some women at the 
riverside.

Lydia from Thyatira was one of those women. 
She became the first believer in Europe.

But problems soon arose. Paul cast a 
demon out of a young fortune-teller girl. 
Her masters got angry and brought Paul 
and Silas to the authorities.

They were flogged and imprisoned, but 
they were singing in prison. His faithful 
testimony touched the guard’s conscience.



“Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and 
examined the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true.” (Acts 17:11)

Thessalonica was the capital of Macedonia. Paul attended the synagogue to 
preach to the Jews about the death and resurrection of Jesus.

Only a few Jews believed. Others started a riot against Paul and the new 
believers by rounding up some bad characters from the marketplace.

The Jews received the message more readily in Berea. They believed the truth 
after thoroughly studying the Scriptures.

Emotional 
responses are 

brief and 
superficial if 
they’re not 

followed up by a 
personal study of 

the Scriptures.



“And they took him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, ‘May 
we know what this new doctrine is of which you speak?’” (Acts 17:19)

Paul used new methods to preach the Gospel in Athens.

Most of the people in Athens were Gentiles, so he couldn’t 
use the Scriptures as the foundation of his message.

He used the natural world and philosophy, so they could 
understand the Good News.

They didn’t believe that the gods cared 
about what happens on Earth, so Paul’s 
message was special to them.

Most of them ridiculed Paul’s message, 
but some people like Dionysius and 
Damaris believed.



“for I am with you, and no one will attack you to hurt you; for I have 
many people in this city.” (Acts 18:10)

Paul met Priscilla and Aquila in Corinth. He 
stayed and worked with them because they were 
also tent makers.

But Paul was rejected by the Jews, so he stopped 
preaching to them. He shook his garments and 
began to preach to the Gentiles only.

This situation discouraged him, so he decided to leave 
Corinth and to continue his journey.

However, God had other plans again. Paul 
remained in Corinth for one and a half 
years. That was his longest stay anywhere 
until then.

How many people are waiting to hear 
about God in your town? 
Speak, and don’t keep silent.



“God’s messengers in the great cities are not to 

become discouraged over the wickedness, the 

injustice, the depravity, which they are called 

upon to face while endeavoring to proclaim the 

glad tidings of salvation… Let those engaged in 

soul-saving ministry remember that while there 

are many who will not heed the counsel of God in 

His word, the whole world will not turn from 

light and truth, from the invitations of a patient, 

forbearing Saviour. In every city, filled though it 

may be with violence and crime, there are many 

who with proper teaching may learn to become 

followers of Jesus. Thousands may thus be 

reached with saving truth and be led to receive 

Christ as a personal Saviour.”

E.G.W. (Prophets and Kings, cp. 22, p. 277)


