
THE COSMIC 
CONTROVERSY

Lesson 1 for April 7, 2018



1. The controversy begins in Heaven.
2. The Earth is affected.
3. Battles in Heaven and on Earth.
4. The controversy within the Church.
5. The last battles.

We live in the 
midst of a cosmic 
controversy that 
impacts our daily 
life.

How did evil 
originate? How 
were we 
contaminated by 
it? How did the 
controversy 
evolve in our 
planet? What can 
we do about it?



“You were 
blameless in 

your ways from 
the day you 
were created 
till wickedness 
was found in 

you.”
(Ezekiel 28:15 NIV)

The first question when studying 
the controversy between good and 
evil is: If God created everything, 
did He create evil too?

The Bible tells that a cherub named 
Lucifer was the origin of evil. The 
fall of Lucifer is depicted in two 
passages in the Bible, Ezekiel 28:12-
19 and Isaiah 14:12-14. That cherub 
was created perfect with no evil at 
all.

He was created perfect and free, 
and he chose to give in to pride and 
to aspire to be like God 
(Ezekiel 28:2)



“So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to 
the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. 

She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.” (Genesis 3:6)

Eve understood the divine order. She sensed that 
even touching the forbidden fruit was 
disobedience to God.

However, she decided to believe the serpent 
instead of her Creator. And Adam shared her sin!

In that moment, humans became part of the 
controversy, and we chose the wrong side.

We face the same 
decision every day, 
either to obey or 
disobey God. We 
must choose 
between life and 
death.



“The angels graciously and lovingly gave them 

the information they desired. They also gave 

them the sad history of Satan’s rebellion and 

fall. They then distinctly informed them that 

the tree of knowledge was placed in the 

garden to be a pledge of their obedience and 

love to God; that the high and happy estate of 

the holy angels was to be retained upon 

condition of obedience; that they were 

similarly situated; that they could obey the 

law of God and be inexpressibly happy, or 

disobey and lose their high estate and be 

plunged into hopeless despair.”

E.G.W. (The Story of Redemption, ch. 3, p. 29)



“Now a great sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed 
with the sun, with the moon under her feet, and on 
her head a garland of twelve stars.” (Revelation 12:1)

War in Heaven (I). Satan rebels and takes the third of the angels with him. 
They are expelled from Heaven (v. 4)

The Church is harassed by Satan (v. 4)

Jesus overcomes and ascends to Heaven (v. 5)

War in Heaven (II). Satan is thrown to Earth (v. 7-9)

The Church is persecuted for 1,260 years and flees to the “desert” (v. 6, 14)

Satan persecutes the Remnant (v. 17)



42 months

Rev. 11: 2

The Holy
City is

trampled

Rev. 13: 5

The
authority of

the beast

1,260 days

Rev. 11: 3

The two
witnesses

Rev. 12: 6

The woman
in the
desert

Time, times 
and half a time

Dan. 7: 25

The
authority of

the beast

Rev. 12: 14

The woman
in the
desert

THE CONTROVERSY WITHIN THE CHURCH
“But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly 
into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and 
times and half a time, from the presence of the serpent.” (Revelation 12:14)

Revelation and Daniel 
depict three prophetic time 
periods of persecution.

All three prophetic visions refer to the same 
historic period. Three and a half years (3.5x360) 
= forty-two months (42x30) = 1,260 days.



That prophecy covers a period between 
year 538 and 1798.

During that period, those willing to 
study the Bible and live according to 
God’s will were harshly persecuted.

God never abandoned them. They were 
sustained by Jesus’ words: “I am with 
you always, even to the end of the age” 
(Matthew 28:20)

We are also sustained by that promise 
every day. We are “more than 
conquerors” through Jesus 
(Romans 8:31-39)
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“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he 
went to make war with the rest of her offspring, who 

keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of 
Jesus Christ.” (Revelation 12:17)

God has prepared a faithful Remnant 
from the universal Church. They keep 
God’s commandments and they’ll be the 
aim of Satan’s last attack.

Which commandments do they keep?

Jesus summed them up in loving God 
and our neighbor (Matthew 22:37-39). 
That involves keeping all the 
commandments of the Law: “Love the 
Lord your God and keep his … 
commandments” 
(Deuteronomy 11:1 NIV)



“And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with 
the rest of her offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have 

the testimony of Jesus Christ.” (Revelation 12:17)

The Adventist Church began as a 
prophetic movement in the End Time 
(Revelation 10). Its name contains the 
characteristics of the remnant church.

Church. We are a Christian church, 
we accept the sacrifice of Jesus as 
the only means of salvation.
Adventist. We eagerly wait for His 
Second Coming.
Seventh-day. We keep all His 
commandments, including the 
fourth one about keeping the 
Sabbath.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His 
commandments are not burdensome.” (1 John 5:3)



“The fallen world is the battle-field for the greatest conflict 

the heavenly universe and earthly powers have ever 

witnessed. It was appointed as the theater on which would 

be fought out the grand struggle between good and evil, 

between heaven and hell. Every human being acts a part in 

this conflict. No one can stand on neutral ground. Men must 

either accept or reject the world’s Redeemer. All are 

witnesses, either for or against Christ. Christ calls upon 

those who stand under His banner to engage in the conflict 

with Him as faithful soldiers, that they may inherit the 

crown of life. They have been adopted as sons and daughters 

of God. Christ has left them His assured promise that great 

will be the reward in the kingdom of heaven of those who 

partake of His humiliation and suffering for the truth’s 

sake.”
E.G.W. (Sons and Daughters of God, August 23)


