
Lesson 1 for January 6, 2018 



As stewards of material possessions, we must focus on heavenly matters and not 
on earthly ones. 

“Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the 
love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world—the lust of the flesh, 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 
And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God 
abides forever.” (1 John 2:15-17) 



“So likewise, whoever of you does not forsake all that he 
has cannot be My disciple.” (Luke 14:33) 

When riches and possessions become 
more important than our relationship 
with God, we succumb to 
materialism. 

In Luke 14:26-33, Jesus encouraged 
us to reflect on our priorities in this 
life. 

If the desires of this world take all 
our attention, then we’re building the 
“tower” of our lives on the wrong 
foundation. 

If your priority is money or personal 
satisfaction, remember that 
“Whoever loves money never has 
enough.” (Ecclesiastes 5:10 NIV). 



“And He said to them, „Take heed and 
beware of covetousness, for one‟s life 
does not consist in the „abundance of 
the things he possesses.‟” (Luke 12:15) 

God gives us material blessings, strength to gain them and 
the ability to use them properly. 

Nevertheless, the desire of having things may become more 
important than the most important thing: our eternal life 
(Luke 12:15-21). 

God gives us material blessings that we are able to 
administer, and He tells us: “Do not become proud at that 
time and forget the Lord your God.” (Deuteronomy 8:14 NLT). 



“The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye 
is good, your whole body will be full of light.” (Matthew 6:22) 

Advertising shows pictures—most times unrealistic—that urge us 
to purchase things that we may not actually need. 

Greed grows in us when we want to have the things our eyes see. 
“You deserve it”, “treat yourself”, “if I buy this, I can have my 
dream boy/girl.” 

Everything is a fantasy. If we let greed in our hearts, 
it can become a false religion. It doesn’t satisfy the 
soul but our “sinful nature” (Galatians 5:16). 

That’s why Jesus encouraged us to keep our eyes 
pure. 



“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness 
of mind let each esteem others better than himself.” (Philippians 2:3) 

What do Lucifer (Eze. 28:17; Isa. 14:14), 
Nebuchadnezzar (Dan. 4:30) and the 
Pharisees (Luke 18:11-12) have in 
common? 

They were narcissistic. That is, they had 
an inflated opinion of themselves. 

If you think that you are very important, 
that everything must be focused on you, 
that everyone else should think you’re 
better… then you have a serious 
problem: you are not a Christian (Rom. 
12:3). 

This problem is usually related to the love of 
money (1Tim. 6:10). Without Jesus, rich people—
and those wanting to be so—may become 
arrogant, boastful and selfish (Mark 10:25). 



“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one 
and love the other, or you will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 

(Matthew 6:24 NIV) 

What is our identity? 

Servants of 
materialism 

Servants of God 



Stewardship and materialism cover all 
the areas of our lives. Our identity 

depends on what we choose. We can be 
either stewards or slaves of the things 

God gives us. 

God gives us material blessings to enjoy 
and develop our character. When we use 
them to honor God and to help those He 

created, we are blessed. If we become 
materialistic, we’ll lose that blessing. 

Let’s worship our 
Heavenly Father as 

we enjoy the material 
things on earth, 
because He gave 

them to us. 



“Conversion is a work that most do not appreciate. It is not 

a small matter to transform an earthly, sin-loving mind and 

bring it to understand the unspeakable love of Christ, the 

charms of His grace, and the excellency of God, so that souls 

shall be imbued with divine love and captivated with the 

heavenly mysteries. When they understand these things, 

their former life appears disgusting and hateful. They hate 

sin, and, breaking their heart before God, they embrace 

Christ as the life and joy of the soul. They renounce their 

former pleasures. They have a new mind, new affections, 

new interest, new will; their sorrows, and desires, and love 

are all new. The lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the 

pride of life, which have heretofore been preferred before 

Christ, are now turned from, and Christ is the charm of the 

life, the crown of rejoicing. 

Heaven, which once possessed no charms, is now viewed in 

its riches and glory; and they contemplate it as their future 

home, where they shall see, love, and praise the One who 

hath redeemed them by His precious blood.” 

E.G.W. (To Be Like Jesus, December 8) 


