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 The concept of justification.

1. What is justification?

 Means to be justified.

2. The works of the law.

3. He faith of Jesus Christ.

 The result of justification.

4. The obedience of faith.

5. Just keep sinning? 

In Galatians 2:15-21, Paul wrote 
about the differences between Jews 
and Gentiles.

Are they justified the same way? Are 
the Gentiles justified by faith in Jesus 
Christ and the Jews by the works of 
the law?

What is the basis of our justification?



“We who are Jews by nature, and not sinners of the Gentiles.”
(Galatians 2:15)

The Jews were heirs of the covenant, 
the heirs of the promises, those 
called to be holy, a people chosen by 
God. The Gentiles were sinners who 
were ignorant of God’s law.

Paul made it clear: both Jews and 
Gentiles need to be justified (that is, 
to be declared just).

What does justification involve?

It is the opposite of condemnation. A 
justified person is both forgiven and 
declared just (Deuteronomy 25:1).
It involves being part of God’s 
people.
It’s relating to God and His covenant.



“knowing that a man is not justified by the works of the law, but by 
faith in Jesus Christ, even we have believed in Christ Jesus, that we 
might be justified by faith in Christ and not by the works of the law; 
for by the works of the law no flesh shall be justified.” (Galatians 2:16)

Paul used the word “law” with different 
meanings in his letters. Nevertheless, the 
expression “the works of the law” seems 
to reefer to fulfilling the Torah (the laws in 
the Pentateuch including the Ten 
Commandments).

Doing the works of the law demands full 
fulfillment–both in thoughts and in 
practice, and every second in life–of all the 
commandments.

Even if we could do so, the works of the 
law couldn’t save us at all. They are just 
life rules and not a means to redemption 
or forgiveness.



It’s important to understand the basis of our 
righteousness. In Galatians, Paul taught that:

 Faith doesn’t need to be complemented by 
works. Justification is not by faith and works–
like the Judaizers taught–but by faith alone.

 Faith is not an abstract concept. There’s no 
way to just have faith. You must have faith in 
something: that is, the work Jesus did for us.

 Faith doesn’t justify by itself. Faith is the way 
we cling to Jesus who is able to justify us.

 Our hope is “the faith of Jesus Christ.” We are 
saved by His faith and not by ours. There’s no 
merit in our faith.



“I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but 
Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by 
faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
(Galatians 2:20)

How is our faith born?

Faith is a response to the 
divine revelation.

When God revealed the blessings He had 
prepared for Abraham, Abraham believed 
(Genesis 15:5-6).

True faith comes from a touched heart that is 
moved to love and thank God for His 
goodness.

We have faith after we understand and 
accept God’s great sacrifice to give us eternal 
life.



“I have been crucified with Christ; it is 
no longer I who live, but Christ lives in 
me; and the life which I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, 
who loved me and gave Himself for me.”
(Galatians 2:20)

Faith is more than a mental acknowledgement 
of what God did for me.

Faith is a love response to God’s love.

As faith emerges, I don’t want to sadden God 
by intentionally sinning anymore.

My whole life is touched. Faith changes what 
we do, how we live, who we trust and what we 
believe in.

What does having faith mean?



“But if, while we seek to be justified by Christ, we 
ourselves also are found sinners, is Christ therefore a 

minister of sin? Certainly not!” (Galatians 2:17)

Some people accused Paul of 
highlighting faith and not works. They 
thought he encouraged the Gentiles to 
keep sinning after having been justified.

Paul thought that reasoning was 
ridiculous. That’s why he answered: 
“Certainly not!”

He understood that we are new 
creatures after being justified. Now 
Christ lives in us and we do the works He 
prepared forehand that we should walk 
in them (Galatians 2:20; 2 Corinthians 
5:17; Ephesians 2:10).



“Grace is unmerited favor, and the believer is justified without any 

merit of his own, without any claim to offer to God. He is justified 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, who stands in the 

courts of heaven as the sinner’s substitute and surety. But while he 

is justified because of the merit of Christ, he is not free to work 

unrighteousness. Faith works by love and purifies the soul. Faith 

buds and blossoms and bears a harvest of precious fruit. Where 

faith is, good works appear. The sick are visited, the poor are cared 

for, the fatherless and the widows are not neglected, the naked are 

clothed, the destitute are fed. Christ went about doing good, and 

when men are united with Him, they love the children of God, and 

meekness and truth guide their footsteps. The expression of the 

countenance reveals their experience, and men take knowledge of 

them that they have been with Jesus and learned of Him. Christ 

and the believer become one, and His beauty of character is 

revealed in those who are vitally connected with the Source of 

power and love. Christ is the great depositary of justifying 

righteousness and sanctifying grace.”

E.G.W. (Selected Messages, vol. 1, cp. 62, p. 398)


