
Lesson 2 for April 8, 2017



❖ 1 Peter 1:1. The addressee.

❖ 1 Peter 1:2. The believers are chosen.

❖ 1 Peter 1:3-12. Agenda.

❖ 1 Peter 1:13-21. How the saved live.

❖ 1 Peter 1:22-25. Fraternal love.

Most of the New Testament 
books are written as letters. 
Those letters are written to 
people, churches or a group of 
congregations.

1 and 2 Peter are “universal” 
letters that Peter wrote to a wide 
group of congregations.



1 Peter 1:1
“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the pilgrims of the 
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia.”
(1 Peter 1:1)

Peter was in Rome when he wrote to 
the believers in the Roman provinces of 
Asia (today’s Turkey).

The letter was written probably around 
64 and 66 AD during the reign of Nero.

As we read the first verse, it seems that 
this letter was written to the Jews in 
the diaspora. Nevertheless, the 
expression “strangers” or “pilgrims” is 
used in 1 Peter 2:11 and Hebrews 11:13 
to explain that all the believers are 
pilgrims on this earth.

Bithynia Pontus
Galatia

CappadociaAsia

THE BLACK SEA

An alternative translation would 
be: “those who live dispersed far 
from their home,” the Heavenly 
Jerusalem.



1 Peter 1:2

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” (1 Peter 1:2)

The believers in Asia Minor had been “elected” 
because of their previous knowledge of God.

Is Peter suggesting an immutable predestination? 
Does that mean that some are chosen for salvation 
and others for perdition (see Romans 8:30)?

Paul taught the process of…

If we don’t take the rest of the Bible into account, 
we may mistakenly think that only some 
“chosen” people can be sprinkled with the blood 
of Jesus Christ.

predestination

the call

justification

glorification



1 Peter 1:2

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” (1 Peter 1:2)

What does the Bible teach about the believers being chosen for salvation?

1. Ephesians 1:4. We were chosen before the foundation of Earth.
2. 1 Timothy 2:4. God wants “every man” to be saved.
3. 2 Peter 3:9. God wants everyone to repent, but He doesn’t force anyone to do it.
4. John 3:16. Everyone has the chance to be sprinkled with Jesus’ blood.

God has predestined everyone for salvation, but some people rejected that high 
call. God already know who will answer the call in His prescience. That 
foreknowledge doesn’t change the free will of every person.



1 Peter 1:2

“Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through 
sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood 
of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied.” (1 Peter 1:2)

Another important point of Peter’s greeting is the role of each member of Trinity:

GOD THE 

FATHER

He chooses 

us to be His 

people 

(2Tim. 2:19)

THE HOLY 

SPIRIT

He sanctifies 

us for 

obedience.

JESUS CHRIST

He sprinkles us with His 

blood for salvation.

In verses 3 to 12, Peter explains further the 
role of the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit in the work of our redemption.



1 Peter 1:3-12

“to an inheritance 
incorruptible and undefiled 
and that does not fade 

away, reserved in heaven 
for you.” (1 Peter 1:4)In 1 Peter 1:3-12, Peter outlines the main points he 

develops in the rest of the letter.

The new birth that—
thanks to the 

resurrection of 
Jesus—guarantees an 

“inheritance 
incorruptible” that 
we’ll receive at the 

Second Coming 
(v. 3-5).

The Christian joy amid 
suffering. That 
suffering is a 

byproduct of the 
conflict between good 

and evil; it tests our 
faith and purifies us 

like gold (v. 6-9).

The privilege of 
living the Gospel 
that was foretold 
to the prophets 
and the result of 
it “which angels 

desire to look 
into.” (v. 10-12).



The cost of Redemption. A high price 
has been paid: the precious blood of 
Christ (v. 16-21).

The coming judgement. God will 
judge everyone impartially according 
to their work (v. 17).

God’s character. God is holy, and He 
is our example (v. 15-16).

1 Peter 1:13-21

“as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the 
former lusts, as in your ignorance; but as He who called 
you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct.”
(1 Peter 1:14-15)

Peter encourages us to prepare our minds to live a life in tune with God’s 
grace and the hope of our salvation (v. 13-14).

Then, he explains three great motivating 
truths to a Christian conduct.



F R AT E R N A L  LOV E

1 Peter 1:22-25
“Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth 
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love 
one another fervently with a pure heart.” (1 Peter 1:22)

The consequence of a holy life is the 
believers loving one another. That 
love is revealed in two ways:

Fraternal love (filia).

Since we are sons and daughters of 
God, we are brothers and sisters.

Deep love (agape).

We show pure and selfless love in 
our relationships.

We don’t produce that love ourselves; God is the One who 
does it “through the word of God which lives and abides 
forever.” (1 Peter 1:23).



“The apostle exhorted the believers to study the 

Scriptures, through a proper understanding of which 

they might make sure work for eternity. Peter 

realized that in the experience of every soul who is 

finally victorious there would be scenes of perplexity 

and trial; but he knew also that an understanding of 

the Scriptures would enable the tempted one to bring 

to mind promises that would comfort the heart and 

strengthen faith in the Mighty One…

Many of the believers to whom Peter addressed his 

letters, were living in the midst of heathen, and much 

depended on their remaining true to the high calling 

of their profession.”

E.G.W. (The Acts of the Apostles, cp. 51, p. 521)


