


Chapters 1 and 2 of the book 
of Job tell how Satan accused 
God of being biased with Job, 
and how Job responded to the 
problems the devil brought to 

his life.

 Satan’s accusation:
 A hedge around him.
 Skin for skin.

 Job’s integrity:
 Job and Adam.
 Job and his wife.
 Job and Jesus.



“So Satan answered the Lord and said, ‘Does Job fear God for nothing? 
Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around 
all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, 
and his possessions have increased in the land.’” (Job 1:9-10)

Abundant material blessings, a fruitful family, a good reputation... Job had actually 
been surrounded by God’s protective hand.

Besides, Job had a righteous character and served God faithfully. Nevertheless, 
would Job serve God if he wasn’t receiving those blessings?

Job’s character was questioned by Satan, but the attack was directed at God. Did 
God bribed Job to serve Him? Would anyone love God if he received nothing in 
return?

Why do I love 
God and serve 

Him? Which is my 
motivation?  Am I 
being moved by 

love or by 
personal interest?



“So Satan answered the Lord and said, 
‘Skin for skin! Yes, all that a man has 

he will give for his life. But stretch out 
Your hand now, and touch his bone and 
his flesh, and he will surely curse You 

to Your face!’” (Job 2:4-5)

Satan met God again and God showed 
him how Job remained faithful to Him 
after all.

The devil was discredited before all the 
celestial beings, but he still tried to use 
arguments against God. “Skin for skin”; 
each person has a price. According to 
Satan, nobody can serve God for 
naught!

The argument still revolved around 
God’s character. Is He a tyrant or a 
loving God?

Therefore, the 
Plan of 
Redemption 
involves more 
than saving the 
human race. It’s 
the vindication 
of God’s true 
character.



“At the beginning of the great controversy, 

the angels did not understand this [the 

consequences of sin]…

But not so when the great controversy shall be 

ended. Then, the plan of redemption having 

been completed, the character of God is 

revealed to all created intelligences. The 

precepts of His law are seen to be perfect and 

immutable. Then sin has made manifest its 

nature, Satan his character. Then the 

extermination of sin will vindicate God’s love 

and establish His honor before a universe of 

beings who delight to do His will, and in 

whose heart is His law.”

E.G.W. (The Desire of Ages, cp. 79, p. 764)



“In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing.” (Job 1:22 NIV)

Satan was trying to make Job reject God by 
tempting him. Nevertheless, Job remained faithful 
although he had lost everything.

God let Job freely decide either to serve Him or to 
reject Him. God knew he could choose correctly. If 
we’re not able to resist a specific temptation, God 
won’t let us be tempted in that way 
(1 Corinthians 10:13).

Adam and Eve, sinless beings amid a true 
paradise, transgressed and fell into sin 
because of Satan’s attack; Job, amid 
utter pain and tragedy and ruin, stayed 
faithful to the Lord despite Satan’s 
attacks. In both cases, we have a 
powerful example of the great issues at 
stake in regard to free will.



“Then his wife said to him, ‘Do you still hold fast to your 
integrity? Curse God and die!’” (Job 2:9)

Job remained upright despite the first attack of Satan (Job 2:3). 
After the second attack, Satan asked Job the next question 
through his wife, “Do you still hold fast to your integrity?”

Job’s wife was desperate and full of pain. She couldn’t understand 
why his husband was still honoring God, because she thought He 
had taken everything from him.

“Shall we indeed accept good 
from God, and shall we not accept 
adversity?” (Job 2:10). That’s the 
heart of Job’s faith. Job learnt to 
fully trust God and to be content 
in every situation, just like Paul 
did centuries after him.

Our faith must be based in the 
same premise today; “I can do all 
things through Christ who 
strengthens me.” 
(Philippians 4:13).



“In all this Job did not sin… In all this Job 
did not sin with his lips.” (Job 1:22; 2:10)

The Bible tells that Job didn’t sin 
after each of the two tests. He 
didn’t sin either by doing or saying 
sinful things.

Of course it doesn’t mean that Job 
was sinless. He actually needed as 
Savior as much as we do (Job 
19:25). He just remained faithful to 
God.

In this sense, Job could be seen as 
a kind of symbol, a faint example 
of Jesus who, amid terrible trials 
and temptations, didn’t give up, 
didn’t fall into sin, and thus 
refuted Satan’s charges against 
God.



“Christ overcame the temptations of Satan as a 

man. Every man may overcome as Christ 

overcame. He humbled Himself for us. He was 

tempted in all points like as we are. He 

redeemed Adam’s disgraceful failure and fall, 

and was conqueror, thus testifying to all the 

unfallen worlds and to fallen humanity that 

man could keep the commandments of God 

through the divine power granted to him of 

heaven. Jesus the Son of God humbled Himself 

for us, endured temptation for us, overcame in 

our behalf to show us how we may overcome. 

He has thus bound up His interests with 

humanity by the closest ties, and has given the 

positive assurance that we shall not be tempted 

above that we are able, for with the temptation 

He will make a way of escape.”

E.G.W. (Selected Messages, vol. 3, section 4, cp. 19, p. 136)


