
Lesson 7 for August 13, 2016



Jesus showed how much He sincerely cared about people 
during His ministry. We must live loving like He did.



“Then God saw their works, that they turned from their evil way; and God relented 
from the disaster that He had said He would bring upon them, and He did not do 
it. But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he became angry.” (Jonah 3:10-4:1)

There are 800 years of history between Jonah and Jesus. Two messengers that 
sat before a city where they had been preaching (Nineveh and Jerusalem). 
Let’s compare both cases.
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Nineveh (Jonah 1:3)

• He complaint about the 
Ninevites repenting 
(Jonah 1:4)

• He didn’t love the lost. 
He wanted their 
destruction 
(Jonah 4:2-3)
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m • He wanted to go to 
Jerusalem (Luke 9:51)

• He cried because Jerusalem 
didn’t want to repent 
(Luke 13:34; 19:41-44)

• He loved the lost. He died 
to save them from 
destruction (Ephesians 5:2)

May we, 
through God’s 
grace, reveal 

that same 
attitude as 
Jesus did 

toward the 
lost.



“But I say to you who hear: Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you.” (Luke 6:27)

 Jesus loved and touched the leper although he 
was untouchable. He healed him despite
everything.

 Jesus loved Peter although he denied Him three 
times. He forgave him despite everything.

 Paul served the church of Corinth although they 
didn’t accept his authority. He still taught them
despite everything.

Although we may have many excuses to avoid 
loving and helping someone, we are called to do 
so despite everything.

Loving and helping even those who hate us, even 
those who we consider despicable, even those 
who are indifferent to us...

By loving that way, we are actually showing 
God’s love in us.



“Love never fails.”
(1 Corinthians 13:8)

Jesus insisted that we must love God above 
all and love our neighbor as ourselves 
(Matthew 22:37-39).

Jesus showed love constantly during His life 
on Earth. He reflected God’s character 
(1 John 4:8) and gave us an example of love.

Nevertheless, Christians weren’t always able 
to remain in that love during history. 
Actually, many Christians ended up killing 
their own brothers and sisters.

Those who remain in God must 
remain in His love forever. There’s 
nothing more powerful to bring 
people to the Truth than Christ’s love 
showed in our lives.



“And he looked up 
and said, ‘I see 
men like trees, 

walking.’”
(Mark 8:24)

Jesus healed that blind man, but he 
couldn’t see clearly yet. After a second 
touch, he could see “everyone clearly.” 
(Mark 8:25).

There’s partial spiritual blindness in Church 
too. Some Christians see other people “like 
trees.” They see others like objects they 
cannot love; they cannot see their needs.

They need a second touch from Jesus to see 
everything more clearly. They will love 
others like Jesus did.



“Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of 
mind let each esteem others better than himself. Let each of you look out not 
only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. Let this mind 
be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 2:3-5)

Jesus didn’t care about changing His plans if that 
could benefit someone else (Mark 5:21-43).

We are told to avoid navel-gazing. We must be 
always willing to look after others (even if we 
may feel uncomfortable).

If we “let this mind be in you which was also in 
Christ Jesus,” we’ll love like Jesus did; unconditionally. 
Our comfort won’t matter, but we’ll humbly seek the good of others.

Would your church be happy if they had to 
change their plans because someone 
interested in the Gospel showed up? What if 
they had to look after someone in need 
outside of church?



“In all His lessons, Christ sought to impress upon 

the minds and hearts of His hearers the 

principles which underlie His great standard of 

righteousness. He taught them that if they would 

keep God’s commandments, love for God and for 

their fellow men must be manifested in their 

daily life. He sought to instill into their hearts 

the love He felt for humanity. Thus He sowed the 

seeds of truth, the fruits of which will produce a 

rich harvest of holiness and beauty of character. 

The holy influence will not only be far-reaching 

while time shall last, but its results will be felt 

throughout eternity. It will sanctify the actions, 

and have a purifying influence wherever it 

exists.”

E.G.W. (Reflecting Christ, February 16)


