
Lesson 13 for March 26, 2016



The last chapters of Revelation depict the final events of 
the Great Controversy:

Satan is chained 
(Revelation 20:1-3)

The Millennial Judgment
(Revelation 20:4-6)

The Final Judgment 
(Revelation 20:7-15)

A new beginning 
(Revelation 21:1-2; 

22:1-4)

No more tears or pain 
(Revelation 21:3-4)



“Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, having the key to the 
bottomless pit and a great chain in his hand. He laid hold of the 
dragon, that serpent of old, who is the Devil and Satan, and bound him 
for a thousand years; and he cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut 
him up, and set a seal on him, so that he should deceive the nations no 
more till the thousand years were finished. But after these things he 
must be released for a little while.” (Revelation 20:1-3)

Satan has chained mankind with sin for six 
thousand years.

Jesus came to break the chains by releasing 
the possessed, healing the sick and breaking 
the bonds of death (Matthew 4:24; John 
11:44). We are now free of sin’s chains thanks 
to Him (Galatians 5:1).

At Jesus’ Second Coming, the wicked ones 
will die because of His brightness, and the 
saints will ascend with Christ. Then Satan will 
remain chained in this Earth [that is, he won’t 
be able to deceive anyone]
(Revelation 20:7-8).



“And I saw thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment was committed to 
them. Then I saw the souls of those who had been beheaded for their witness 
to Jesus and for the word of God, who had not worshiped the beast or his 
image, and had not received his mark on their foreheads or on their hands. And 
they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years.” (Revelation 20:4)

After we ascend with Christ, we will be 
allowed to judge. During that judgment, 
Jesus “will both bring to light the hidden 
things of darkness and reveal the counsels 
of the hearts.” (1 Corinthians 6:2; 4:5).

We will understand why certain persons 
were not saved. We’ll know when they 
rejected their Savior for good, and how 
many times they were called to 
repentance.

During that Judgment, every question 
about the nature of sin and the justice of 
God to each sinner will be answered.



“After the saints are changed to immortality and caught 

up together with Jesus, after they receive their harps, 

their robes, and their crowns, and enter the city, Jesus and 

the saints sit in judgment. The books are opened—the book 

of life and the book of death. The book of life contains the 

good deeds of the saints; and the book of death contains 

the evil deeds of the wicked. These books are compared 

with the statute book, the Bible, and according to that 

men are judged. The saints, in unison with Jesus, pass 

their judgment upon the wicked dead. ‘Behold ye,’ said the 

angel, ‘the saints, in unison with Jesus, sit in judgment, 

and mete out to the wicked according to the deeds done in 

the body, and that which they must receive at the 

execution of the judgment is set off against their names.’ 

This, I saw, was the work of the saints with Jesus through 

the one thousand years in the Holy City before it descends 

to the earth.”

E.G.W. (Early Writings, pg. 52)



John saw the Final 
Judgment in two scenes 
(Rev. 20:7-10 and 11-
15). The dead were 
judged at the second 
resurrection after the 
one thousand years.

The wicked ones will resurrect and 
Satan will be free to deceive them 
again (Rev. 20:7-8, 12-13).

They rebel against God for the last 
time, and He shows them their 
sentence (Rev. 20:9, 13).

Everyone–both wicked and saints, 
both angels and demons– will bow 
their knees before Jesus 
(Philippians 2:10).

Satan, his angels and all the 
wicked ones will be destroyed by 
fire (Rev. 20:10, 14-15).

“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place 
for them. And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, 
and books were opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book 
of Life. And the dead were judged according to their works, by the 
things which were written in the books.” (Revelation 20:11-12)



“Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the 
first earth had passed away. Also there was no more sea. Then I, John, 
saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (Revelation 21:1-2)

The Earth will be renewed after evil is wiped 
out. Earth will be the idyllic place God always 
wanted for us to live in eternally.

There will be no more dangers or areas that 
could separate us on that new earth (“there 
was no more sea”). Jerusalem will be its capital 
city; a beautiful city like no other.

Our minds can barely grasp these descriptions. 
How fun it is to let our imagination dwell on 
what's in store for us though. We can barely 
begin to imagine it. Also, the huge dimensions 
of the city inform us that there is no shortage 
of space. There is room for everyone.



“And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there 
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall 
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
(Revelation 21:4)

Watching the death of the wicked ones will 
make us shed our last tears; the last tears that 
God will wipe away from our eyes.

God has always wanted to dwell among us and 
to wipe away our tears since the fall of Adam 
and Eve. He did it in the Sanctuary, in the 
Temple, as Jesus made flesh, who “dwelt 
[tabernacled] among us” (John 1:14).

God will finally set its tabernacle among us. 
And “He will dwell with them, and they shall 
be His people. God Himself will be with them 
and be their God.” (Revelation 21:3).

Then the Great Controversy ends; evil will exist 
no longer; nothing will ever separate us from 
God again.



“Heaven is a good place. I long to be there and 

behold my lovely Jesus, who gave His life for 

me, and be changed into His glorious image. 

Oh, for language to express the glory of the 

bright world to come! I thirst for the living 

streams that make glad the city of our God…

The nations of the saved will know no other 

law than the law of heaven. All will be a 

happy, united family, clothed with the 

garments of praise and thanksgiving. Over the 

scene the morning stars will sing together, and 

the sons of God will shout for joy, while God 

and Christ will unite in proclaiming, ‘There 

shall be no more sin, neither shall there be any 

more death.’”

E.G.W. (The Adventist Home, section 18, cp. 86, pg. 543-544)


