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How to Interpret Scripture 

Lesson - 10 — The Bible as History 

  
Memory Verse   

 Exodus 20:2 (NKJV) “I am the LORD your God, who brought you out 

of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.”  

 

David, Solomon, and the Monarchy 

The history of the Jewish people is thoroughly interwoven with the 

established history of the Egyptian, Assyrian, Babylonian, Persian, and 

Roman empires. 

 

Joshua – In Numidia, modern Algeria, are found two very ancient 

columns, on which is inscribed Phoenician characters: “We are the 

Phoenicians who fled from the face of Jesus (Joshua) the son of Naue” 

(Nun). 

 

David – The fragmentary Tel Dan stela, containing the Tel Dan 

inscription (or “House of David” inscription) provided the first historical 

evidence of King David from the Bible. The Aramean king who erected 

the stela in the mid-eighth century B.C. claims to have defeated the “king 

of Israel” and the “king of the House of David.”   

 

Uriah – 2 Samuel 11:3 So David sent and inquired about the woman. 

And someone said, “Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife 

of Uriah the Hittite?” 

 Hittites - a member of an ancient people who established an empire in 

Asia Minor and Syria that flourished from c. 1700 to c. 1200 BC. 

 

The Moabite Stone The stela, whose story parallels, with some 

differences, an episode in the Bible's Books of Kings (2 Kings 3:4–8), 

provides invaluable information on the Moabite language and the political 

relationship between Moab and Israel at one moment in the 9th century 

BCE. It is the most extensive inscription ever recovered that refers to the 

kingdom of Israel (the "House of Omri"); it bears the earliest certain extra 

biblical reference to the Israelite god Yahweh. André Lemaire 

reconstructed a portion of line 31 to read "House of David" which would 

mean it might contain the earliest extra-Biblical witness to David. 

Lemaire's reading is contested, with others now reading 'Balak', a Moabite 

king mentioned at Numbers 22–24, in its place. 

 

Isaiah, Hezekiah, and Sennacherib 

Isaiah 36:1–3 (NKJV)  Now it came to pass in the fourteenth year of 

King Hezekiah that Sennacherib king of Assyria came up against all the 

fortified cities of Judah and took them. 2 Then the king of Assyria sent 

the Rabshakeh with a great army from Lachish to King Hezekiah at 

Jerusalem. And he stood by the aqueduct from the upper pool, on the 

highway to the Fuller’s Field. 3 And Eliakim the son of Hilkiah, who was 

over the household, Shebna the scribe, and Joah the son of Asaph, the 

recorder, came out to him. 

Isaiah 37:14–38 

 

Daniel, Nebuchadnezzar, and Babylon 

In July 2007, a scholar from the University of Vienna was working on a 

project in the British Museum when he found a tablet from the time of 

Nebuchadnezzar, king of Babylon. On the tablet, he found the name 

“Nebusarsekim,” the name of a Babylonian official mentioned in. 

Jeremiah 39:9–10 (NKJV)  Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard 

carried away captive to Babylon the remnant of the people who 

remained in the city and those who defected to him, with the rest of the 

people who remained. 10 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left 

in the land of Judah the poor people, who had nothing, and gave them 

vineyards and fields at the same time. 

Persia in the time of Esther- Esther 1:5–8 (NKJV) And when these 

days were completed, the king made a feast lasting seven days for all the 

people who were present in Shushan the citadel, from great to small, in 

the court of the garden of the king’s palace. 6 There were white and blue 

linen curtains fastened with cords of fine linen and purple on silver rods 

and marble pillars; and the couches were of gold and silver on a mosaic 

pavement of alabaster, turquoise, and white and black marble. 7 And 

they served drinks in golden vessels, each vessel being different from the 

other, with royal wine in abundance, according to the generosity of the 

king. 8 In accordance with the law, the drinking was not compulsory; for 

so the king had ordered all the officers of his household, that they 

should do according to each man’s pleasure. 
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The Historical Jesus 

“Besides which he also deprived Joseph, who was also called Caiphas 

[sic], of the high priesthood, and appointed Jonathan, the son of Ananus, 

the former high priest, to succeed him.”—Josephus Complete Works 

(Grand Rapids, Mich.: Kregel Publications, 1969), book 18, chapter 4, p. 

381. 

 Caiaphas In 1990, a family tomb was discovered south of Jerusalem 

containing 12 ossuaries, or bone boxes. The coins and pottery from 

the tomb date it to around the middle of the first century A.D. The 

most ornate of the ossuaries, with multiple sets of bones in it, contains 

the name “Joseph son of Caiaphas.” Many scholars believe this to 

have been the tomb and bone box of Caiaphas, the high priest so 

directly involved in the death of Jesus. 

 In 1961, an inscription bearing the name of Pontius Pilate, the 

prefect of Judea under Emperor Tiberius, was found on a stone in the 

theater at Caesarea Maritima. 

 Pliny the Younger, a Roman governor, writes in A.D. 112–113 to the 

emperor Trajan, asking how he should treat the Christians. He 

describes them as meeting on a certain day before light where they 

gather and sing hymns as to a god.  He also wrote to Emperor Trajan 

that early Christians would “sing hymns to Christ as to a god.” Some 

scholars also believe Roman historian Suetonius references Jesus in 

noting that Emperor Claudius had expelled Jews from Rome who 

“were making constant disturbances at the instigation of Chrestus.” 

 Josephus – [Born 37 A.D. – 100] “About this time there lived Jesus, 

a wise man, if indeed one ought to call him a man.  For he was one 

who performed surprising deeds and was a teacher of such people as 

accept the truth gladly. He won over many Jews and many of the 

Greeks. He was the Messiah. And when, upon the accusation of the 

principal men among us, Pilate had condemned him to a cross, those 

who had first come to love him did not cease.  He appeared to them 

spending a third day restored to life, for the prophets of God had 

foretold these things and a thousand other marvels about him.  And 

the tribe of the Christians, so called after him, has still to this day not 

disappeared.”     - Jewish Antiquities, 18.3.3 §63  [Contested] 

 In one passage of Jewish Antiquities that recounts an unlawful 

execution, Josephus identifies the victim, James, as the “brother of 

Jesus-who-is-called-Messiah.” 

 Tacitus, the Roman historian, writes 116 AD of Christ, His execution 

by Pontius Pilate during the reign of Tiberias, and early Christians in 

Rome. He had no bias. 

 “Nero fastened the guilt and inflicted the most exquisite tortures on 

a class hated for their abominations, called Christians by the 

populace. Christus, from whom the name had its origin, suffered the 

extreme penalty during the reign of Tiberius at the hands of one of 

our procurators, Pontius Pilatus …” 

 

Faith and History 
Hebrews 11:1–40 Able, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Sarah, Isaac, Jacob, 

Joseph, Moses, Rahab, Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David and 

Samuel 

 

 

“The Bible is the most ancient and the most comprehensive history that 

men possess. It came fresh from the fountain of eternal truth, and 

throughout the ages a divine hand has preserved its purity. It lights up the 

far-distant past, where human research in vain seeks to penetrate. In God’s 

word only do we behold the power that laid the foundations of the earth and 

that stretched out the heavens. Here only do we find an authentic account of 

the origin of nations. Here only is given a history of our race unsullied by 

human pride or prejudice.”—Ellen G. White, Education, p. 173. 

 

“He who has a knowledge of God and His Word has a settled faith in the 

divinity of the Holy Scriptures. He does not test the Bible by man’s ideas of 

science. He brings these ideas to the test of the unerring standard. He 

knows that God’s word is truth, and truth can never contradict itself; 

whatever in the teaching of so-called science contradicts the truth of God’s 

revelation is mere human guesswork. 

“To the really wise, scientific research opens vast fields of thought and 

information.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 8, p. 325. 

https://www.history.com/news/8-things-you-may-not-know-about-emperor-claudius

