
Central Study Hour – Lesson 1: “The Prophetic Calling of Jeremiah” 
 
*INTRODUCTION: HISTORICAL SETTING – What was Jeremiah’s world like when God called him to be His 
prophet in the 13th year of Josiah? That was about 627 or 626 B.C. Judah was a weak nation surrounded by 
other weak nations, such as Edom, Moab, Ammon, Tyre and Sidon. Judah’s sister country to the north, Israel, 
had been destroyed 100 years earlier by the greatly feared Assyrian Empire, and all the surrounding nations 
had become vassal states in order to escape the same fate. Most of Judah had been destroyed, but God had 
delivered Jerusalem and King Hezekiah at that time. Babylon had already been made a province of Assyria, and 
even Egypt had to some degree become a vassal state. 

Under King Manasseh Judah went into idolatry and deep apostasy for over 50 years. By the time Josiah 
was made King at 8 years of age, the Assyrian Empire was in decline, and Egypt had thrown off their yoke. 
About the time of Jeremiah’s call, Babylon had also broken from Assyrian control. Meanwhile, Josiah was 
trying to uproot the idolatry from Judah. That was when God called Jeremiah onto the scene to help Josiah 
with a word from the LORD. Opposition to Jeremiah’s messages became incredibly intense with Josiah’s death 
20 years later. Jeremiah had to rebuke a very corrupt leadership and people who refused to listen. Several 
attempts were made on his life. He predicted the downfall of the dynasty of the house of David and the 
destruction of both Jerusalem and the Temple, and had to live through the fulfillment of his prophecies. 
 
*FAVORITE VERSES: In spite of such a negative setting for Jeremiah’s work, his writings have some positive 
gems. Some favorite verses include; Jer. 31:3, 33:3, 15:16, 29:11-13, and 9:23 & 24. Other important verses 
include; 13:23, 17:9 and 31:33. (Give opportunity for sharing. See if any of these come up). 
 
*TRIVIA ON JEREMIAH: 2nd longest book in the Bible (actual length in pages). In one Bible, Psalms was 79 pages 
and Jeremiah, 70. Isaiah has more chapters but is shorter with 61 pages. (Gen. & Ez. both longer than Isaiah) 
 
*SUNDAY: THE WORK OF PROPHETS – Is the main work of a prophet to predict the future? Actually this is a 
small part of a prophet’s work. Some made no predictions about the future at all. So what is their main work?  
Lesson author: The prophets stood on the ground of the covenant and the Ten Commandments. This means 
they also had to reprove sin.  
What specific sins did Jeremiah have to address? Read Jer. 7:5-7. What wrong practices are implied in this 
passage? (Discuss as needed.)  
Summary: A major work of a prophet then is to get people to correct or amend their ways – to stop sinful 
practices. 
Read Jer. 3:8&9. (Help the class understand this verse.) Israel had been unfaithful to God and served other 
gods which God called adultery. God says that He divorced Israel. (All knew that Israel had been destroyed by 
Assyria after rejecting the only One who could protect them.) God is saying that Judah hasn’t learned and is 
worse than Israel; that they too have been playing the harlot with their idol worship. 
How deep in wickedness could idolatry take them?    Read Jer. 7:30&31. What is the prophet rebuking here? 
Child sacrifice – tossing children into the fire to appease or win favor from some supposed god! 
What was the goal of a prophet’s rebukes? Read Ezekiel 18:23. (Discuss as needed.) 
Read Jer. 3:11-14 & 22, 23. What does this passage show about God’s attitude toward His sinful people? 
(Discuss as needed.)  
Since God is loving, patient and merciful, will He save people that refuse to return? No. They are called to 
return to God 3 times in this passage so it was very important. Verse 13 also calls for them to admit their sins. 
Does that apply to us? Do we struggle with that? Do lukewarm Laodicians have trouble seeing their true 
condition?        Can you see why it’s so important to admit when we are in sin, even small sins? See Rev. 3:17. 
Summary: A prophet’s work was to warn people & call them to repentance – as John the Baptist did. 



What if a prophet’s warning wasn’t heeded? Judgments would come….eventually - as God’s protection and 
blessing would be withdrawn slowly over many years (often over centuries). 
How did God reveal His messages to a prophet?  
1.) Speaking directly (Moses)  2.) Visions and dreams 
3.) Angel messengers   4.) Impressions of the Holy Spirit (still small voice) 
Why was a prophet’s work often very difficult? (See lower part of Sunday’s lesson) 
In what way do the Bible prophets’ messages apply to us still today? (Some good points could be made here. 
Do we need to treat widows, orphans and foreigners right? Do we need just/fair judgments in our courts 
today? Do we have our own forms of idol worship? Do we sacrifice children in a different way today? Do we 
need to admit our sins and come to repentance?)  
How many prophets do we specifically know of in earth’s history? (Some estimate 50-60 in the Bible.) Real 
prophets have been rather rare.  
Would you like to receive the gift of prophecy?  
The appealing aspects 
1.) Awesome to receive revelations from God for better understanding of the past, present and future, 
2.) You could be really confident about what you know, 
3.) You could be really close to God, 
 4.) You’d have authority as a messenger for God. 
Unappealing or scary aspects 
1.) Of course, it could easily go to one’s head and cause the sin of pride. 
2.) You’d have to rebuke the sins of God’s people. 
3.) You might be unappreciated or even hated. 
4.) You could face opposition or even persecution. 
5.) Could be plots to kill you (like there were against Moses, Jeremiah, Daniel, Nehemiah, Peter, Paul & John). 
6). You might have to face martyrdom (like Zechariah, Isaiah, Jeremiah, John the Baptist, Jesus, Peter & Paul). 
So, would you really want to be a prophet? 
What would be God’s criteria for choosing someone to give the gift of prophecy? 
Humility, brave, trust in God, close to God. 
How did God choose Jeremiah? 
He chose him before he was formed in the womb. It almost seems that to get the right kind of person, God 
had to design him. Why? 
 
*MONDAY: JEREMIAH’S FAMILY BACKGROUND – In 1 Kings 1 is the story of Adonijah (brother of Absalom) 
who tried to make himself king, while his father David was on his death bed. King David’s plans were to make 
Solomon the next king, but Adonijah persuaded Joab (Commander of the military) and Abiathar (the priest) to 
endorse and support him. Solomon was made King, and according to 1 Kings 2:26 banished Abiathar to his 
hometown of Anathoth. Abiathar was not allowed to ever come to Jerusalem or serve in the temple again. 
Jeremiah was from a priestly family that lived at Anathoth, likely a descendent of Abiathar. 
Therefore, Jeremiah had the training and background of a priest and was ordained from birth to be a prophet. 
The irony of Jeremiah’s work was that he frequently had to rebuke unfaithful priests. Now we are all called to 
be priests in some sense (priesthood of all believers). What are your spiritual responsibilities at home, in your 
neighborhood or work place, or in your church family? (Discuss as needed). 
If a prophet were to speak to you now about those responsibilities, what might he or she say? 
Some possibilities may include: 1.) Don’t be lukewarm. 
2.) Step out of your comfort zone and reach out to the poor, the hurting, messed up people, and help them. 
3.) Remove the idols in your life that take up so much of your time. 
4.) Draw closer to Yahweh and He will strengthen you to fulfill your spiritual responsibilities. 
 



*TUESDAY: THE PROPHETIC CALLING OF JEREMIAH – Read Jer. 1:1-5. What do we learn about Jeremiah from 
these verses?  
1.) From a priestly family.  2.) Called in the 13th year of King Josiah.  3.) Was chosen before birth. 
How would you feel to know that God had a plan, a calling for your life before you were formed in your 
mother’s womb?  
Possible answers: Humbled, special, loved, sure that God will be with me, etc. 
Do you think knowing this gave Jeremiah extra encouragement in his work?(Discuss as needed.) 
(Discuss the question at the bottom of Tuesday’s lesson.) 
 
*WEDNESDAY: RELUCTANT PROPHETS -.For Jeremiah’s response to God’s call let’s read Jer. 1:6. Compare 
Jeremiah’s call with Isaiah’s. Read Is. 6:5. Compare these two calls with Moses. Read Ex. 4:10. 
What do Jeremiah, Isaiah and Moses have in common? 
Each one felt inadequate and unworthy. Each one claimed that he couldn’t speak for God. 
Is a sense of unworthiness a requirement to be a prophet? 
A cocky, self-confident person doesn’t seem like one who would be very reliant on God. 
Why was it especially difficult for Jeremiah to accept the prophetic call? 

1.) It was a time of deep apostasy – fearful. 
2.) He had a very sensitive nature – fearful. (See Jer. 20 parts of verses 7-18 for evidence.) 

How does God deal with Jeremiah’s fear? Read Jer. 1:7-10. 
God says, “I am with you.” He affirms Jeremiah, touches his mouth, tells him that he’ll be over nations and 
that his word will establish or end kingdoms. 
What is the danger of being overly sensitive and fearful?  
One might soften a needed message down too much or not even give the message at all. 
What’s the danger of being insensitive to criticism? 
There would be a lack of love and compassion in giving the message. This would leave people without hope, 
and it would misrepresent God’s love. 
How can we overcome both of the above tendencies? (Discuss as needed.) 
 
Not many people have been called to be prophets like Jeremiah. Many more people have been called to be 
evangelists, pastors and teachers. Is every Christian called to do something for God?  
Examples: You might be called to encourage someone who’s facing difficulty, or to invite someone to your 
home, or to nurse someone to better health, or to relieve suffering or to accept a nominating committee 
proposal….to teach in a children’s Sabbath School, etc. 
So, when God calls, do we tend to react as Jeremiah did and make excuses? 
Excuses like “I can’t talk in front of people,” or “I’m too shy” or “Someone else can do it better,” etc. 
How can we overcome feelings of inadequacy or fear to do what God calls us to do? 
(Discuss as needed.) 
How did God assure Jeremiah? “I am with you,” etc. 
If we trust God to be with us, will we accept the call, whatever it is?  
Yes!!! “I am with you.” 
How do we find out what God wants us to do?  
(See page 14 of the teacher’s quarterly, “Opening Parable.” Read the story and repeat the question.) The point 
is to do the work that is there, and God will give you more. 
How did Jesus know what to do? Read John 5:19, 20a.  
Jesus said that He saw what the Father was doing and that indicated what He needed to do. He said that the 
Father showed the Son what He was doing because the Father loved the Son. Therefore, we need to pray that 
God will open our eyes and show us what He is doing around us so we can join in. We must pray, look, watch, 
observe and then act. 
 



*THURSDAY: THE ALMOND BRANCH – Read Jer. 1:11-12.  
Just as they watched for almond branches to blossom as a sure sign of spring, God says that He watches that 
His word will come true. The Amish saying “for sure and for certain” means something is definite or absolutely 
will happen. God is telling Jeremiah that “when I give you words to say, they are for sure and for certain.” 
Read Jer. 1:13-16. 
Boiling pot: It’s ready to fall on them - disaster will come from the north. 
Thrones set up in the gates of Jerusalem: The invaders take over their courts. In ancient cities court was held in 
a room in the wall by the gates of the city.  
Verse 16 gives the reason enemies will overrun them; idolatry. 
Read Jer. 1:17-20. This is a warning to Jeremiah to prepare himself for opposition from his own people. 
How does God encourage him that he will be strong enough? 
See verse 19. Share saying: “Whom God calls, He equips.” 
*CONCLUSION - How can you develop the spiritual discipline of listening to God on a daily basis so you can 
have a real connection with God? 
Maybe share for thought first and go to the next question. Come back and close with this question. The 
answers follow here: Prayer life, Reading the word, listening to God’s still small voice.  
What are the things in your life that keep you from doing what God has called you to do? (Discuss as needed 
and then go back to the previous question to close). 


