Beyond Search series
Episode 14 of 14 - Beyond Talk: 14.3 Walking With Jesus

If someone asked you — what is easier — getting married or staying married?
What would your answer be?
Most would agree that getting married is easier than staying married.
In our individualistic society where our divorce rate is around 50% many don’t even want to commit to
marriage — they want to be free — free to do their own thing, when they like, where they like and how
they like.
Its true commitment involves surrendering some of our “I” attitude and prioritizing a we and you attitude.
As Jonnie pointed out — lasting the eight seconds on the bull is the goal — but no rider is successful every
time. He reminded us that after coming off the bull — you don’t give up — you just dust yourself off and
have another go — that is commitment.
For the big wave riders — coming off can hurt — really hurt — but you get back on again — these are
metaphors for our commitment to Christ. The relationship is rewarding and exciting — like marriage — bull
riding — or big wave surfing.
But with that come the ups and the downs. We fall and we disappoint and sometimes we even get
discouraged. That is part of the course of life.
But the good news is, that God is committed to us no matter how many times our commitment weakens
and we fall. It is unconditional love.
God is love therefore He wants to be our partner in life.
What can we do to strengthen our commitment to Him?
After we are baptized does that mean that we all live happily ever after?
There is something wonderful about our baptism — some can remember when they made that decision
and showed the world that we were committing our lives to Jesus.
Barry said “a few weeks after his baptism everything seemed to go wrong, it seemed as though
discouragement crowded in.” He began asking questions like, “am | really worthy?” Things were going
wrong and it seemed as though the devil was especially active.
We shouldn’t be surprised the Bible says the devil is like a roaring lion going about seeking whom he may
destroy. It seems he is particularly active when people make important decisions such as baptism and
making a stand for Jesus.
Nobody should be surprised if this should happen to him or her.
Why do you think the devil gets after us?
We all go through different experiences, for some when they get married, they have a honeymoon and is
seems to extend for a year and then they start to discover their differences and they clash etc. Others get
married and start fighting the next day and you start to wonder what has happened.
What is really important is not the individual journey as such (we are all different) — but the choice we
make.
Marriage is a choice but after the choice you live a life — some face difficulty some face years of happiness
— all have difficulty — all have those happy times. In the time of Joshua — ancient times — the Israelis had
left Egypt - they were in the desert — their leader Moses had died — Joshua is now their prince. He
confronts the Israelites with a choice.
e Joshua 24:15
And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the River, or the gods
of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
Some people think they should not give their lives to the Lord because they know there will be difficulties
—that is like saying — should | marry the one | love because we are going to have arguments. The truth is
that it is a choice and a commitment — Joshua is saying to the Israelites “make a choice” then get on with
the rest of your life. If at some point you plan on living a life with God — why not start now? Why keep
postponing? And as difficulties go — yes it is true we all face them.
James says, “Life with our wives is far better than it was before —and so it is - life with Jesus Christ is so
much better.
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Paul in Philippians say that God will help us inside us — God will work for His good pleasure — but we must
make that choice first.
When we have made the choice, how do we survive?
Any good marriage survives on communication. The key to a relationship with God is exactly the same — it
is built around communication.
God communicates with us and we communicate with Him.
e John6:53-54
Then Jesus said to them, “Most assuredly, | say to you, unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man
and drink His blood, you have no life in you.
Whoever eats My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and | will raise him up at the last day.
One of the strangest things Jesus ever said
The disciples found this strange as well. — Jesus explains in verse 63
e |tisthe Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that | speak to you are spirit,
and they are life.
In understand that the Words that Jesus spoke bring us life — we get a concept of how this communication
brings a relationship with God. When Jesus uses the concept of eating it in — He is encouraging eating in
the Word of God — if we were to live all of our lives from a fast food restaurant, the ones where you drive
in —you drive out — no dishes, no cooking — it means convenience. But how long would we live? Our
bodies would die early. If we treat our relationship with God like fast food — our relationship with God will
die too. We will have a spiritual heart attack.
How do we develop the relationship with God?
Communication is important — it is amazing that God wants to communicate with us. He has chosen not to
remain aloof — He could have just wiped us out when sin entered the world — it would have been easier
for Him. He did not chose the easy path — He had a way to communicate to us through the prophets of
old- communicating to us His will, His purpose and His plan — and so we have the Bible — the Word of God.
And in the Bible we have God communicating with us.
Matthew 4 tells us that Jesus faced Satan. Satan offered three temptations, Jesus did not yield to
temptation by performing the miracle that He could have — rather He said to the Devil — It is written -
man shall not live by bread alone but by every Word that proceeds from the mouth of God.
Jesus said that what has been communicated to us through the Word of God is what we need to
understand —it is what we need to put in practice and what we need to sustain us.
Studying the Word — not just the fast food style — but letting the Word wash over us and spend time with
the Word.
How does the Word of God become part of you?
It may be likened to the stories of yesteryear —in the time of Jesus when the Roman soldiers who wore
their uniform — Sward and shield — armor etc. Jesus encourages us to clothe ourselves with the full armor
of God and He encourages us to do likewise.
e Ephesians 6: 10
Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11 Put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil.
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against
the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and
having done all, to stand.
Paul encourages us — We are not wrestling with flesh and blood this is a cosmic conflict — we are wrestling
with principalities and powers. Unseen intelligence- angels — good and bad — God Himself — the world
beyond.
Shakespeare said “this world is a stage”
This is where the cosmic conflict really comes from — we are personally involved — there is a universal
stage but there is also a stage right within us.
The decisions we make have a far greater impact than just our own small selfish life. That is why St Paul
said “put on the whole armor of Christ” He talks about a “Helmet of salvation,” understanding that Jesus
is our best friend and He saved us. He says “put on the breastplate of righteousness”. Just because | have
been forgiven and have sinned does not mean we should go and do further wrong. This means put on the
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breastplate of right doing -ness! When | have chosen to do wrong, it has a direct impact on my spiritual
life. Our spiritual life goes dead. We pray and ask forgiveness and it seems to take time and then we may
feel encouraged again. Sin has a direct impact on our spiritual life. That is why he says “put on the
breastplate of right doing —ness. Then take the sward of the spirit —the Word of God. By being clothes in
the full armor we can live right.

How to study? Do we just pick up the Bible and look at a verse or two?

Different people have different ways of studying — one way is that our world has a million distractions to
try to break my concentration on God.

A good plan is to keep your Bible within reach of the bed — because once the day starts and momentum
happens and you get half way through the day when you realize you have not started with your
connection with God.

So a good way is to begin the day with reading the Bible.

Some people study systematically — chose a portion — read a chapter though a number of times —
meditate on it — soak it in — get it in its context and really understand what is God’s message for me today.
Sometimes reading it in a number of translations helps.

There are many different ways of reading the Bible — It is a story about God’s interaction with the human
race down through the ages — it is the story of Jesus coming here to this earth — it is the story of the early
church. It cam be read as a story to understand the history of salvation. If you start reading the Bible the
best place to start is with the Gospels. Jesus is the center of the Bible. But it can also be studied by
choosing themes — have a concordance or a Bble dictionary or you might choose to have a course of Bible
study through the Discovery Center or some other place where you get someone setting out texts of
scripture around a theme. As with the Beyond Series.

The stories of scripture and the teachings of scripture — both are instructive in our relationship with God.
What else is important in a relationship with God?

Prayer — Bible study is like getting a letter from your wife and you are a long, long way from her. You
would never put it on the shelf and not look at it.

Imagine if you were a long way away — you had a letter from your wife but also had a telephone and tones
of money and you could ring her.

Would she not be upset if you just kept the coins in your pocket and just read the letters. You must ring
and communicate.

Some people believe it is like God as Santa clause giving gifts — you pray really hard and anything gets
fixed healed or whatever. That is true to a limited extend — prayer is more about talking to your best
friend. If our conversation with God is just asking what He will give us today — there would be a deadening
experience. It is good to talk to God about the small things, the big things, the things we need advice on.
Prayer is communicating with God as to your very best friend.

There are different ways to pray — certain portions of the day that can be set aside for prayer when we
are free from distraction and we can focus on being connected to God in a meaningful way.

The Bible also speaks about praying without ceasing — the concept of praying without ceasing is building
the connection with God at the beginning of the day an leaving that connection open all day long — like an
internet connection that is always there ready.

It is when communication goes two ways that the relationship can be better built.

If the communication only goes one way it is not much of a relationship.

Do we pray on what we read?

We pray like “your Bible says that we can do all things through you — please give me the strength to do
that.” That is claiming the promises of God. This is a critical way of prayer.

We ask God to help us with our relationship with Him and that is where claiming the promises comes in.
Some people believe that prayer is something you read out of a book. A written thing?

However, it is really like opening your heart to God as a friend — talking to Him.

Early in the morning going for a walk in the bush and just talking to God, telling Him what has happened
during the week — bring our children and grandchildren to Him — just talking to Him in tough times —
illness in the family — crying out to Him because we don’t understand. Even when we are angry with Him —
He wants us to talk to Him about it.

What is next after Bible study and prayer?
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Whenever there is someone significant in your life — it is always exciting to share it with others. It is
exactly what we need to do to grow. Some people come and say — | have tried Christianity, read my Bible,
prayed, but it doesn’t work for them. These people became spiritual gluttons, took it all in for themselves.
Acts of service is a critical part of the work for God
Different people did this in different ways.
Peter is an example of a rambunctious man, who denied Jesus, was always putting His foot in it — yet on
the day of Pentecost there was no-one more powerful — He was able to take his courage in His hands and
stand up for Jesus and win thousands to Christ — But we are not all Peters — on the other hand there was a
blind man healed by Jesus — he didn’t understand fully but he simply said “this one thing | know” he was
only able to give a powerful personal testimony. Lydia — a lady who served others — Paul an intellectual —
all saw things in different ways but each ministered in the gifts they were given.
All of us have a story and a weakness and we can speak out from these.
Why is it important to share our faith?
It keeps the flame alive in our hearts. When we are on our own, trying to do everything on our own-
trying to do everything right — the breastplate of right doing-ness is tarnished and the prayers only seem
to be going so high — you become like a little coal that is nearly cold. The best thing you can do is get to a
church and become part of a community. You stand in a fire and catch the warmth of everyone else and
before you know it you are motivated to it again.
It is not by coincidence that God created the body of the church — the body of believers and the
community of Faith. Paul continually tells us to build up the body.
e Ephesians4:11-12
And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors
and teachers, for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body
of Christ,
Why did God give these gifts? — for the equipping of the saint — for the work of ministry — for the edifying
of the body of Christ. Together we are greater than the sum of our individual parts. The New Testament
knows nothing of an individualistic Christian — it only speaks of Christians that are part of the body.
In the epic struggle we find it becomes very personal — because we find we are in a universal struggle
between good and evil — between Christ and Satan.
e Matthew 7: 21
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,” shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does
the will of My Father in heaven.
Just because a person claims to be of Jesus, Jesus said that it does not mean that they are of Him.
e Matthew 7: 22- 23
Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out
demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ And then | will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
The whole essence of practicing Christianity is to know Jesus —and the way that we get to know Jesus is
by spending time with them.
Determine in your heart to spend time in reading God’s Word — pray and then tell someone what you
learned. You cannot help but grow in faith with Jesus Christ.

0800 55 1844

(Booklet) Teach Me To Pray
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