Beyond Search series
Episode 13 of 14 - Beyond Warning: 13.2 Exploring Modern Prophets

If a person knocked on your door claiming to be a prophet, how would you respond? Lets just say that the
person just happened to be a true prophet from God, would you be able to pick it.
And what if that person was a false prophet, very sincere but horribly deceived. How would you discern?
What questions would you ask to get to the truth?
How would you find out?
Or wouldn’t you bother?
The history of God’s dramatic intervention in the affairs of earth, reveal that God has always given
adequate warning of what He is about to do. This gives people time to prepare for what is coming. After
all what else would you expect from a loving and fair God.
The good news is He has an important message for His people in the last days.
In the Beyond series we have seen, time and time again, that whatever God says and does will be twisted,
contradicted, opposed, slandered, counterfeited — anything to confuse and deceive people so that they
do not get God’s message and prepare for what is to come. It is spiritual warfare, so we would expect that
messengers will arise from the dark side at this time in earth’s history. God is love — therefore he provides
a relevant and personal last day prophet. God has not forgotten us.
What determines a person to be a prophet?
The most important thing about a prophet is that he/she is a mouth for God. Its God’s way of
communicating His will, his plans, the future to the people of the earth.
At the very beginning when God created mankind, He talked to mankind, face to face. There was an
intercommunion between mankind and God. But when sin entered He could no longer talk face to face,
our sins separated us from God. Therefore, God used a number of means to communicate the plan of
salvation and Gods love to a lost world. And prophets was he major way He communicated.

e Hebrews1:1

God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets,

In other words — God speaks to the people of the world by the prophets, they are His agents of
communication or His mouthpiece.
Does God communicate in any other way?
God is constantly speaking — The Psalmist says “the heavens declare the glory of the God, the firmament
his handiwork” (Psalm 19). So our loving God wants to talk to us. Our Bible is so big because God has
taken time throughout history to select men and women through history to speak for Him and to us. But
God has spoken through nature and through angels but he has also spoken through prophets.
Could we say that His main way of communication is through the Bible or through the prophets?

e Amos3:7

Surely the Lord God does nothing,Unless He reveals His secret to His servants the prophets.

This is an important text to consider when we look at the big picture. Because we are told that Jesus is
going to come and rescue us from this and it would make sense that before He comes to rescue us, He
would use the prophets to speak to us.
It is because God loves us that He wants to communicate with us. He knows what is ahead, he knows the
great controversy that we are all engaged in and yet it is because of that , that He wants to tell us about
Jesus, His birth, his death, his resurrection and the hope He has given each of us.
That is a fabulous thought — that the great God of the universe wants to communicate with us. That is
why Jesus came — He has in these last days spoken to us through His Son. Jesus is God’s speech to us.
Because God has spoken to us through the prophets, what is a way of distinguishing a true prophet. ?
There are tests!
Jesus particularly predicted that in the last days just before He returns that one of the signs of His soon
return, was that there would be many false prophets. (Matthew 24) And therefore in the last days there is
to be many false prophets there will be the existence of the true prophet.
The Bible refers to four major tests of a prophet.

e [saiah 8:20
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To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because there is
no light in them.
A true prophet will always speak in harmony with the Bible.
e Jeremiah 28:8-9
The prophets who have been before me and before you of old prophesied against many countries
and great kingdoms—of war and disaster and pestilence. 9 As for the prophet who prophesies of
peace, when the word of the prophet comes to pass, the prophet will be known as one whom the
Lord has truly sent.”
A true prophet will predict the future so long as the people respond in the way God wants them to
respond, then the prediction will come true. It is interesting that one of the most important tests is in
Jesus says by their fruits you shall know them.
e Matthew 7: 15-20
“Beware of false prophets, who come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravenous
wolves. You will know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes from thornbushes or figs from
thistles? Even so, every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree bears bad fruit. A good tree
cannot bear bad fruit, nor can a bad tree bear good fruit. Every tree that does not bear good fruit
is cut down and thrown into the fire. Therefore by their fruits you will know them.
e 1John4:1-3
Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many
false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that
confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God, 3 and every spirit that does not
confess that[a] Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the
Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
A true prophet will affirm that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh and that Jesus is of God. A true prophet
will agree that The Bible speaks the truth.
How is knowing them by their fruit important?
When God speaks to us His words are life transforming — this is power in a life, change in an individual,
societal change. Whenever prophets have come they have had the uphill battle of trying to help people to
see things from God’s view.
The same Holy Spirit that sends the gifts of the spirit is the same Holy Sprit that transforms lives and
makes God effective in people’s lives.
Did the gift of prophecy end when John the Revelator put down his pen.
The Bible clearly tells | us that the gift of prophecy would continue. After all if a prophet is what we have
defined him/her to be as a way of God speaking to the human race, why would he stop communicating to
the human race at the end of the first century. If He is a God of love He is concerned for the people living
in the final days of earth’s history as in the first century.
The Bible is a revelation written by the prophets but the Bible teaches that there will be prophets and
visions and dreams given in the final days of earth’s history.
Joel referring to the last days of earth’s history!
e Joel2:28
“And it shall come to pass afterwardThat | will pour out My Spirit on all flesh;Your sons and your
daughters shall prophesy,Your old men shall dream dreams,Your young men shall see visions.
Giving visions and dreams is one of the marks of a prophet.
e Numbers12:6
“Hear now My words:If there is a prophet among you,/, the Lord, make Myself known to himin a
vision;l speak to him in a dream.
So —in the final days of earth’s history when the Great Controversy between good and evil reaches its
climax, God will reveal Himself to His people who will need guidance through the final times of crisis that
will come at the end.
Does the book of Revelation say anything about the gift of prophecy in the last days?
There are several texts that Jesus has a testimony and a legacy and that testimony of Jesus is identified in
two or three chapters of the book of Revelation as the spiritual gift of prophecy.
e Revelation 19: 10
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And | fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “See that you do not do that! | am your
fellow servant, and of your brethren who have the testimony of Jesus. Worship God! For the
testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy.”
e Revelation 1:1-3
The Revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave Him to show His servants—things which must
shortly take place. And He sent and signified it by His angel to His servant John, who bore witness
to the word of God, and to the testimony of Jesus Christ, to all things that he saw. Blessed is he
who reads and those who hear the words of this prophecy, and keep those things which are
written in it; for the time is near.
e Revelation 12: 17
And the dragon was enraged with the woman, and he went to make war with the rest of her
offspring, who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus Christ.
When the last attack is made against God’s people, one of the identifying marks is that they have the
testimony of Jesus — the witness of prophecy amongst them.
How does a prophet receive messages from God?
Just an impression is not what is being spoken of here. It is far more.
When we look at prophets in the Bible — the Holy Spirit is connected to it. For example in Joel — God is
pouring out His Spirit.
In the New Testament — the same thing- The Holy Spirit gives gifts and one of those gifts is the gift of
prophecy.
e 2Peter1:21
for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by
the Holy Spirit.
A prophet is someone especially connected and chosen by the Holy Spirit. It is not just an impression — the
Holy Spirit moves upon a prophet’s mind and sometimes gives visions and dreams but also uses other
means of communicating to the people of the world.
Most prophets asked God to pick someone else.
Traditionally prophets were persecuted even killed for the message they brought.
A prophet must be chosen by God.
Are there any supernatural physical manifestations that we can use to reveal if someone is a true prophet
or not?
e Daniel 10: 17
For how can this servant of my lord talk with you, my lord? As for me, no strength remains in me
now, nor is any breath left in me.”
Daniel’s eyes are open, he is not breathing — It indicates that something supernatural is happening but
that does not necessarily mean it is God in that physical phenomena. These phenomena can be
counterfeited to a certain extent. It is hard though for the devil to counterfeit the fruit of the spirit — love,
joy, peace etc.
Coming down to the last days — Is there going to be an addition to the Bible in the last days?
Not an addition to the Bible — it is important to understand that when these visions and dreams are given
and if they are genuinely from God. What will be there relationship to the Word of God.
The Bible is a complete record of God’s dealings with men and He speaks to us through this book. God will
communicate through visions and dreams and what He communicates will never contradict the Bible. God
is relating guidance for the people at the end of time.
Has God communicated in a physical way with the generation with which we are living today?
When we read the Bible we get a witness from the Holy Spirit and that witness is similar when we read
from God’s last day messenger. We can see it specifically in the ministry of a lady — Ellen G. White. She
lived in the 19" and 20™ century and over a period of many years — over 2000 visions — dreams — books
written and probably the most prolific female writer of all time. When we read the books we can see
Jesus and it is evident that the words are from the Holy Spirit.
The books are available for anyone to read
17 Million copies of ‘Steps to Christ’ have been distributed around the world in many languages. It is a
wonderful portrayal of Jesus as our savior.
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There is an overwhelming amount of evidence to support the idea that Ellen White was all she claimed to
be. Examining her life, the fruitage of her life, reveals this. She never claimed to be infallible, she never
claimed to be perfect, but we can see evidence in her life — that she was committed to God, to her
neighbors, her family.
She was married and two surviving sons — the people of her day appreciated her ministry. Her home in
Australia was located in the Nappa Valley, a wine growing area, even though she condemned alcohol and
its effects on the human body — She visited the neighbors she would talk to people picking grapes for
wine, if she discovered a new baby had been born to the family she would arrive with a gift. — When Ellen
White left Australia and went back to the US and after she died, the wine growers remembered Ellen
White in a special way — they remembered her as the little lady who spoke so lovingly of Jesus. That was
the essence of her ministry — her books were written to lead men and women to the savior. “The Desire
of Ages”: the story of Jesus — 800 pages full of pictures of Jesus.
Steps to Christ will bring us to a point where we recognize our sinfulness and our need of a savior. Ellen
White had a lot to say about health, she at the forefront of developing sanitariums and hospitals around
the world — the National Geographic account where the mention the four longest living people in the
world. Seventh day Adventist are in that four — they have adopted the health principles that she
promoted.
What Ellen White wrote of 130 years ago — to do with health - is now being confirmed by the latest
science. A scientific book called “The China Study” reinforce these health ideals.
She founded schools around the world, she wrote about education even though she only went to school
till the 3" grade. The Holy Spirit moved her and she learned from the Holy Spirit.
The NSW cancer society revealed this year that alcohol is a number one carcinogenic. This little old lady
wrote this in 1863, warning us of the danger of this substance.
She had said that tobacco had a substance that was both malignant and deceitful — malignant = causing
death, deceitful = we think something to be right when it was wrong — she added it was a slow poison.
1957 a hundred years after Ellen White gave that warning the US authorities said that smoking is a leading
cause in lunch cancer.
You have to try for yourself — Taste and see — try the prayer chapter in “Steps to Christ” — Chapters like
“Growing up in Jesus” the first chapter is “God’s Love fro Man”.
God has not forgotten us in the last days- this is a generation that needs help —the Bible says that in the
last day the gift of prophecy with be restored.
Read and be blessed — they are not an addition to the Bible but more like a microscope that helps us to
see things that we wouldn’t see otherwise.
e 2 Chronicles 20: 20

So they rose early in the morning and went out into the Wilderness of Tekoa; and as they went

out, Jehoshaphat stood and said, “Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in

the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper.”
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