Beyond Search series
Episode 13 of 14 - Beyond Warning: 13.1 The Final Warning

Harry Trumen was certain that Mt St Helens would not erupt and harm him —why?

He had lived there all his life and it had never happened before.

He thought to himself, ‘I'll take my chances and if it starts to blow, then | will get out.’

What would his feelings have been when half the mountain blew away in his direction?
The warning was right but no one urged him bluntly to get out.

He may not have appreciated the blunt talk, but he would have survived.

God can be blunt —really blunt — why? Because He loves us.

Today we study the most passionate and blunt warning that God has ever given.

It is made especially for this generation.

God is love therefore he passionately warns us before judgment.

What does God say — that your survival depends upon.

Does God always warn before judgment take place?

In the Bible we see that He does.

God had Noah preaching for 120 years warning the people.

Sodom and Gommorah, Lot and Abraham was there to warn the people.

God always comes with the merciful call for people to come to repentance.

God is not in the business of keeping people out of heaven. He wants every person to be saved.

Parents warn their kids to avoid disaster. Mums will warn their children of danger, often the kids will push
that and may end up burned. Sometimes we may scream at our child to help them avoid disaster.

The Bible gives one true sign before Christ comes again, it is that the gospel will go to all the world.

e Matthew 24: 14

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then
the end will come.

This is the good news, the message of salvation that tells us what God is like.

God'’s real agenda is not disasters or terrorism, His agenda is to get people ready. This warning tells us that
God is love.

The greatest discovery is that God is for me — not against me.

God is in the business of getting people into heaven not keeping them out.

We use words like salvation and justification —

The gospel = the good news, that good news is that there will be a day that there is no more sickness or
crime or pain. And that is his plan for us.

The Book of Revelation had a warning

e Revelation 14: 6 — 7 (A warning God gives through three angels)

Then | saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to those
who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— saying with a loud voice, “Fear God
and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him who made heaven and
earth, the sea and springs of water.”

The thing that stands out is that it is to every nation, tribe tongue and people —

He is saying give glory to me — something is going to happen that | want to save you from.

Jesus said it but John amplifies it.

God starts with a beautiful picture of a warning going to all the world

And that warning is to everyone — take this and accept this gospel.

It is a message of restoration — He wants us all to be restored — He wants no one to be lost — he says itin a
loud voice — He wants us to hear this world wide message.

Why are all these symbols in the book of Revelation?

For example — angels — why would the message be given under the symbol of three angels?

God is showing something to the church and he wants the church to understand this so the church can
share it with the world. According to verse 7, He is restoring truth, there is a battle going on between
good and evil and God has cloaked his plan so that the enemies of God’s purpose are somewhat unsure of
what is going on.

But God’s people who have the Bible are able to unlock the symbols with the scriptures.
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It shows us there is a battle —a war —
He teaches us with pictures with meaning.
The word angel means messenger.
The first point of this message after sending the gospel out is that the hour of God’s judgment has come.
Why is the judgment part of the Gospel

e Revelation 14: 7
saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”
The first angel’s message is an invitation to all the word to to God. We were created to give glory to God,
(I exist because of Him) because of sin the people have lost sight of the beautiful, loving God.
The invitation is to turn to him and follow Him.
Then He says the hour of His judgment has come: If | know that | have been declared innocent and | need
to go to court to prove this, the quicker | go to court the better it will be. That is why the judgment is good
news.
Good will triumph — the sooner the better.
The context that the first angel’s message is given we may ask, what will the world be like when the final
message goes out?
People wont be fearing God or be bringing glory to Him.
The rest of the verse says worship Him who made the heaven, the earth, the springs and the water!!!!
The book of Revelation never directly quotes the Old Testament but is filled with the Old Testament. That
verse when cross referenced takes you straight to the Ten Commandments. Exodus 20: 8 — 11, the fourth
Commandment. This the very thing in the world today that has been neglected. This gives us a context.
Not only is God restoring people — He is restoring truth — truth that would should love and serve God and
reverence Him.
The fourth Commandment is the Sabbath commandment — the one that people today dismiss, saying we
do not need when in fact we desperately need a Sabbath.
Worship here is in the context of the Commandment: ‘Worship Him who made the heaven and earth —
the same thing that we see in Exodus 20.
The second message — God is repeating Himself

e Revelation 14: 8

And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has made all

nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”
When we read about Babylon in the Bible, we may think of The Tower of Bable and people trying to be
bigger than God at the time God confused the languages. Babylon means Babble or confusion.
This was the first this word has been used in Revelation.
If you were an early Christian then your mind would go back to the Old Testament and you would ask the
question what was Babylon and what did it symbolize? It was always God’s enemy and symbolizes
confusion and corruption and reminds us of the battle between good and evil.
God comes with a positive message- He wants to restore people and lift them up and make us better and
restore truth — but He also warns us about the deception —
The deception can be seen in the verse

¢ she has made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”
Why fornication? It seem that this power has distorted the truth. Fornication is infidelity (having sex when
you shouldn’t be). This is a system that was supposed to bring the truth but has in fact compromised the
truth and is somehow leading the world — not only God is preaching to the nations but it says that she has
made ALL nations drink — There is a counterfeit going on here. God is bringing the everlasting Gospel with
the rescue plan, but here is Babylon bringing a counterfeit compromised truth that leads to death.
Using the word wine, when Jesus was here he said “I have new wine for new wineskins” it is not that He
was handing out wine He is teaching that His gospel is new wine and it had to go into new wineskins- we
had to be converted. Here Babylon has her own cup of wine — her false doctrines that have permeated the
world.
The Babylon system is in fact a religious system —
As we can see from the verses, it comes down to worship
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Who do we worship — it is my whole life who do | live for and who do | obey, who do | dedicate my life
too?
This power is trying to take the true worship away from God and distort the truth of scripture to get
people to follow — if there ever was a conspiracy theory this is it. It is happening all around us —we have to
be faithful to the Word of God or we are not safe.
God is saying -All this corruption — the bad stuff —is about to fall — God is about to deal with it so if you are
in it, get out.
The Bible says that it is all the nations — this religious system has infected the whole world — a world wide
conspiracy — God is send the message to the whole world to get out of this corrupt system. It is a warning!
The consequence in judgment is that defining line — life or death —
The language of the warning looks scary but the God of the Bible is not after us to destroy us or to punish
us — but He is after us to save us and that is what Revelation is all about.
e Revelation 14:9-11
Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image,
and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath
of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire
and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of
their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and
his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”
There is a lot of symbolism, this battle between good and evil is coming to a climax — God has given the
most serious warning so far — the controversy will be over the Mark of the Beast — the worship of the
Beast. You must be on either God’s side or on the side of the beast. There is nothing in between.
Every one of the symbols means something specific. God wants us to be prepared and not be deceived.
You could look at that and think — a loving God? These people are going to burn forever and ever?
The intention that God is putting across to us it the permanence of this decision- God does not torture —
He is warning people that the decisions made under this great crisis will be for eternity. This is a picture of
the future —a great battle over worship in the future - no one has the mark of the beast today. But on the
day that this happens, it will be permanent — the destruction is permanent and there is no second chance.
Why is the matter of worship central?
We see that worship is at the center of the great controversy, who has your heart, who has your
allegiance. Who am | really serving. The issue of worship will be centered on the worship commandment —
when we look in Exodus, it is the Sabbath.
e Revelation 14: 7
saying with a loud voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and
worship Him who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”
How | worship, will show where my allegiance is — those who are with God will worship God in the way He
has asked — by keeping God’s Commandments including the Sabbath. There will be a counterfeit
commandment from the beast — which will be a false day of worship.
e Revelation 14: 12 - 13
Here is the patience of the saints; here are those who keep the commandments of God and the faith of
Jesus.
Then | heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write: ‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from
now on.””
“Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”
When we read this we see one group of people who have the mark of the beast and then there is God’s
people defined as those who are faithful to Jesus and to His commandments. God seems to be identifying
those who love Jesus supremely and also love His commandments. This includes the Sabbath. This is a
gospel issue —
e Romans 6:1 -2
What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound? Certainly not! How shall we
who died to sin live any longer in it?
e Romans 6: 16
Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom
you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness?
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Whoever we obey is the one we belong to —the issue of Revelation 14 is that these people keep the
commandments of God not because they are legalist but because they belong to Jesus and what He tells
them to do they do.
The Sabbath question is not about a day — it is an outward sign of an inward reality that my heart belongs
to Jesus.
God always warns before judgment comes — these three messages are messages of love because He
wants people to be saved — He wants people to understand the difference between truth and error. We
are not observers in the great controversy — we are participants. The third message is calling people to be
faithful to Jesus and His commandments. Not because we are trying to earn our Salvation — but because
we love Jesus supremely.

e Revelation 22: 6 -7

Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His

angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place

“Behold, | am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

Jesus in His love appeals to us to be faithful to Him.
Revelation has a message for the last days.
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