
Beyond Search series 
Episode 12 of 14 - Beyond Hell:  12.3  Explore the Last Plagues

When the bubonic plague struck Europe in the 14th century is killed an estimated 75 million people. That is
3o – 60 % of the population. It killed 2 out of 3 infested human victims within four days.
Some historians saw it as a turning point for economic development.
When the Israelites were delivered from human bondage, God delivered a series of ten dramatic plagues 
that came on the land of Egypt. On people, on the environment and on animals because they refused to 
allow God’s people freedom to return to their promised homeland.
The plagues increased in number and intensity until they brought Egypt to its knees, and Israel was 
delivered. Those plagues were the catalyst through which the deliverance of the Children of Israel came 
and marked the time that the Jewish nation was born. The Jewish festival of Passover commemorates 
that event.
As Christians study the word of God they see a close parallel between the Exodus deliverance of the 
Israelites and God’s deliverance of His people through the first and second coming of Jesus. Just before 
His 2nd coming the book of Revelation predicts that a series of plagues will hit planet earth with increasing 
intensity and will climax in the deliverance of God’s people in the 2nd coming of Jesus. They are called the 
Seven Last Plagues – they are the last of a whole series of disasters that afflict the planet.
Pharaoh resisted God’s call through Moses and brought the plagues on Himself, as the gospel goes to the 
world - generally it will be rejected and the world will bring this time of trouble on itself.
God is love therefore He protects us from these disasters.
What are the Seven last Plagues?
Many scientists are worried about the very things that John wrote about when he described the seven 
last plagues 2000 years ago. This is a verification of the truthfulness of about what God writes about in his
word. Each of the seven last plagues or disasters is the very things that people are worried about today.

 Revelation 16: 2- 21
So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore came 
upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.

 Then the second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it became blood as of a dead man; 
and every living creature in the sea died.

 Then the third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became 
blood. And I heard the angel of the waters saying:

  (Global Warming to the extreme) Then the fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and 
power was given to him to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched with great heat, and 
they blasphemed the name of God who has power over these plagues; and they did not repent 
and give Him glory.

 Then the fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and his kingdom became full 
of darkness; and they gnawed their tongues because of the pain. They blasphemed the God of 
heaven because of their pains and their sores, and did not repent of their deeds.

 Then the sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up,
so that the way of the kings from the east might be prepared. And I saw three unclean spirits like 
frogs coming out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet. For they are spirits of demons, performing signs, which go out to the 
kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God 
Almighty.
 “Behold, I am coming as a thief. Blessed is he who watches, and keeps his garments, lest he walk 
naked and they see his shame.”
And they gathered them together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon

 Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the temple 
of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were noises and thunderings and 
lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great earthquake as had not 
occurred since men were on the earth. Now the great city was divided into three parts, and the 
cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before God, to give her the cup of 
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the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. Then every island fled away, and the mountains were not 
found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each hailstone about the weight of a talent. 
Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the hail, since that plague was exceedingly great

After the plagues we have the great rescue – Jesus the superhero and rescuer. 
Sounds scary though – What does all this mean.
It doesn’t have to be scary – if we look at the last plagues then we need to look at the first ones. The first 
ones mentioned in the Bible were for the Exodus, as the Israelites left the land of oppression. 
These plagues were given to enable deliverance of those people.
These dramatic events are for the redemption and release of God’s people.
When compared with the Egyptian plagues and the last plagues there is a close relationship between the 
Egyptian plagues and the last plagues.
There are some that are similar
Moses delivered a fascinating discourse where he talks about covenant obedience – covenant curses and 
covenant blessings.
The covenant curses parallel the last plagues in Revelation 16.

 Deuteronomy 28
Before God acts in judgment He always warns
God is love – He wants no one to perish – so he warns
This final warning to the world is found in Revelation 14- 
The first angel speaks of the everlasting Gospel
The second angel says that Babylon has fallen
Then the third angel’s message is saying that God is warning us that if we receive the mark of the beast, 
and worship its image then we will receive God’s wrath. This is a warning message to prepare the world 
for the second coming of Jesus Christ

 Revelation 14: 6
Then I saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to 
those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— saying with a loud 
voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him 
who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”

 And another angel followed, saying, “Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, because she has 
made all nations drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.”

 Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his 
image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, he himself shall also drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He 
shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence
of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day
or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.

It is the good news of salvation – it is warning people of a system that the Bible calls Babylon - which 
is opposed to God. We know it is that last message because it culminates in the harvest.

 Revelation 14: 14 - 16
Then I looked, and behold, a white cloud, and on the cloud sat One like the Son of Man, 
having on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. And another angel came 
out of the temple, crying with a loud voice to Him who sat on the cloud, “Thrust in Your sickle 
and reap, for the time has come for You to reap, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.”  So He 
who sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth, and the earth was reaped.

This is the good news couched in an end time emphasis with a warning – urging people not to worship the
beast  - not to receive its mark or worship the image – otherwise God will pour out His wrath: God has 
warned us – it is a warning of love.
God does not want any of us to receive the seven last plagues.
What is the first plague all about?
The spiritual application – God rescues us – His people – from loathsome sores. (From global pestilence) 
In an environment where we have seen various flu epidemics – God is the super vaccinator - There will be 
a disaster of such massive proportions that doctors will be unable to rescue humans – when doctors 
cannot help you really need God.
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God describes a foul and loathsome sore – doctors are worried today about super bugs. When humans 
run out of options God intervenes.
These are symbols – as the blood of a dead man – it is not all red – it is black. Pollution at its worst – If the 
sea dies there is not much left – What are we doing to our sea? The sea is the garbage dump – industrial 
dumping – the sea is filled with garbage – massive oil spills. 

 Revelation 11: 18
The nations were angry, and Your wrath has come, And the time of the dead, that they should
be judged, And that You should reward Your servants the prophets and the saints, And those 
who fear Your name, small and great, And should destroy those who destroy the earth.”

People are destroying the earth.
The seven last plagues are an act of God in justice – God is both justice and mercy. His mercy has been 
provided for us through Jesus. He is a God of immense love but also He is a God of Justice.
In this text that we are studying – on three occasions God’s justice is mentioned.

 Revelation 15: 3
They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying:
“Great and marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King
of the saints

 Revelation 16: 5 (last part) and verse 7
“You are righteous, O Lord, The One who is and who was and who is to be, Because You have 
judged these things.

  And I heard another from the altar saying, “Even so, Lord God Almighty, true and righteous 
are Your judgments.

While man is destroying the earth – this is also God enacting justice because people have turned their 
backs on Him and have constantly rejected the pleading of the Holy Spirit to accept Jesus and the 
provision of rescue.

As a parent I need to discipline my child and I discipline my child because I love my child – God is a 
wonderfully loving parent. He has given us opportunity after opportunity – now he acts in justice.

 Revelation 16: 2
So the first went and poured out his bowl upon the earth, and a foul and loathsome sore 
came upon the men who had the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image.

So the plague is poured out on the those who have the mark of the beast – these are people who have 
joined a system called Babylon. Those that is opposed to God and His Ten Commandment law.
Babylon and those who join with Babylon are going to persecute God’s faithful people in the end time.
This is a time when God finally acts –
Western society has rejected God – many nations have rejected God and many call people who believe in 
spiritual things – crazy.
God in this chapter is stepping in to say enough is enough – I will now do something about the 
materialism and the greed.
Ignorance about God has led humanity down a destructive track – this means we disrespect the planet  - 
its water supplies – the land. 
This leads to global warming and the fourth plague where men are scorched by incredible heat from the 
sun. It seems God is saying, “If this is what you want – this is what the path of selfishness leads to”
This is a consequence of a planet that has turned its back on God in rebellion.
If people turn their back on Jesus and His promise of life and all its fullness then what is the alternative.
We need to be cautious and stay true to the text. It is a consequence of man’s neglect and disregard for 
the planet but it is also God stepping.
The sun scorching men – People have in fact worshiped the sun – God says “ you want the sun – you can 
have it and just like in the time of Elijah where the people worshiped the sun and God withheld the rain. 
There seems to be a parallel. 
Through the epic journey this is the tripping point, there is no more turning back.

 Revelation 22: 11
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He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is 
righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

This is the cut off point – those who are good will now be permanently good, those who are bad will now 
be permanently bad.
There are two camps clearly defined – those who are going to follow God and His Ten Commandment 
law, kept out of love for Jesus Christ, and those who have spurned the offer of salvation and follow after 
Babylon a system of worship without principles found in the Bible.
Mankind is worried about the 5th plague – If a great volcanic explosion with its implications – dust in the 
atmosphere – planes grounded – darkness – the light cannot get through.
Humans can cause this with nuclear weapons. Humans haven been worried about the world getting 
colder the world getting hotter the world getting darker and the world getting brighter,
God is describing a time of massive natural disaster that is coming on the earth. But God is going to 
supernaturally rescue His people and we can live with power through these times.
Whatever happens in this life – weather for life or death – Jesus holds my hand and leads me.
The plague is poured out mainly on the main perpetrators of the false worship. This system is pouring out 
spiritual darkness and confusing people wit the counterfeit we now see God evening up the score – giving 
them the darkness they have chosen.
Throughout Biblical history there have always been the oppressors that have wrestled against God’s 
people – because there is a plague there is also a deliverance and the oppressed are no longer oppressed 
but the oppressors now feel the heat.
Some people suggest that this is poetical and just imagery. However, the plagues that struck Egypt were 
physical. 
The 6ht Plague in verse 12 talks about the river Euphrates drying up, it is leading up to the battle of 
Armageddon. The Old Testament is an important part of understanding the book of Revelation. The River 
Euphrates was an important marker for Israel’s border – it also ran through the ancient city of Babylon 
and it was a strategic river that ran through the city and supplied resources for the city.
If the river Euphrates could be stopped or diverted then the city would be able to be conquered. God had 
predicted that Cyrus would do this and that is how the ancient city of Babylon was overthrown and from 
that, God’s people were set free. This reference in Revelation to the river drying up is also a reference to 
the deliverance of God’s people. God preparing deliverance through Jesus Christ.
The 7th plague a final earthquake and a final hail storm 

 Revelation 16: 17 – 21
Then the seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and a loud voice came out of the 
temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, “It is done!” And there were noises and 
thunderings and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such a mighty and great 
earthquake as had not occurred since men were on the earth. Now the great city was divided 
into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell. And great Babylon was remembered before 
God, to give her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of His wrath. Then every island fled 
away, and the mountains were not found. And great hail from heaven fell upon men, each 
hailstone about the weight of a talent. Men blasphemed God because of the plague of the 
hail, since that plague was exceedingly great.

This is the very last event if you cross over to Revelation 6 this is the 2nd coming of Christ. Humans are 
worrying about sores, pestilence and disease, we are worrying about earthquakes, volcanoes etc. But at 
the time of greatest disaster, the great rescuer comes to rescue his people.
During the epic story the seven last plagues are the final things that happen before Jesus returns.
The Bible teaches that love is manifested in Grace and justice, you cannot have love without grace and 
justice. 

Every human has to make a choice, we can either stand with God or against God – there is no sitting on the 
fence.
The seven last plagues are the result of those who chose not to follow Jesus. Finally the Bible says that 
Jesus brings deliverance.

 Revelation 18: 4
And I heard another voice from heaven saying, “Come out of her, my people, lest you share in
her sins, and lest you receive of her plagues.
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God is pleading for His people to come out – come away – He doesn’t want anyone suffering and has an 
escape rout for all who chose.

Focus on Prophecy – An introductory study on Daniel and Revelation
Ph: 0800 55 1844
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