Beyond Search series
Episode 12 of 14 - Beyond Hell: 12.2 Explore God's Fairness

Have you ever received a summons to appear in court?
It is a scary prospect whether you are guilty or not.
We are fortunate to live in a country that is under the rule of law.
Governments come and go, Presidents and Prime Ministers come and go — but our security is not
wrapped up in leaders. It is an independent judicial system, which we need to be grateful for.
There are those who live under a dictatorship or military regime where justice is a whim of the disposition
of a person in control.
You can never feel safe in places like that.
In the epic story the accusation is made against God that He is not fair. That he is cruel, dictatorial,
untruthful and restrictive of His creation. But being a God of love, He does not use force, He made us free
moral agents and we can choose to acknowledge Him or reject Him.
The good news is that He will not let the reign of terror with all its pain and suffering go on forever.
It will stop and in a dramatic way — by then every human being that has ever lived will have been
determined for eternity. That determination is the process called judgment.
The Bible has a lot to say about judgment - God puts Himself on trial — he opens up the books so that all
can see why He has done and what He has done.
God is love — therefore He will do anything to save us.
The Good News Of the Judgment!
The judgment is scary to most people — How do we teach people that judgment is not scary?
Some of us have received speeding tickets and because we are feeling guilty, we feel condemned and we
see God as like a policeman trying to keep people out of heaven, or maybe He is the accountant God with
the scale and He is measuring good deeds and bad deeds. With those pictures of God, judgment becomes
scary.
But lets start with a true picture of God.
God is not weighing our good deeds against our bad deeds.
The great thing about being a Christian is that the cross tells us to trust in the Lamb. And it is the Lamb’s
good deeds that gets us to heaven, not ours.
Some people misquote a scripture in the Gospel of John 5 where its says that we are not going to appear
before the judgment. Many Christians try to reason away that the judgment is not for Christians.
e Johnb5:24
“Most assuredly, | say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has
everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life.
As the question, is that saying that the Christian will never come into judgment be judged, be condemned
in the judgment or is it saying he will never appear before the judgment seat of Christ.
If it means the latter then we have to deal with Paul’s statement.
e 2 Corinthians 5: 10
For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that each one may receive the things
done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
Paul does not contradict the Words of Jesus
The previous text is saying to us that we shall not come into condemnation. We have another text in —
e Romans8:1
There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, who do not walk
according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.
That is why the judgment is good news, because | do not have to fear if | am in Jesus and my trust is in
Him. Because of the cross and what Jesus has done for me | will not come into condemnation.
Why is the judgment good news?
Because we have Jesus as our advocate!
e 1John2:1
My little children, these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.
A win — win situation where Jesus is our judge and our lawyer!
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This makes it good news because Jesus is always on our side.
If you employ a solicitor and knew he was the judge as well —then you are pretty confident in court.
Can you imagine what it is like to be charged illegally when you are innocent and condemned to a
dictator’s prison without any chance of a trial or a fair go or a lawyer and you just rot, decade after
decade as many people have done. No chance of a hearing or to be heard, no chance of vindication. And
you were told that at a certain time you are going to get a hearing, a chance to present your case and if
you were told at that time that your defense lawyer is also the judge you would be overjoyed.
Judgment is vindication = the Jewish people sought judgment because they saw it as a reward, an
opportunity to clear their name.
The cry of the Psalms and the cry of the martyrs in Revelation 6 is “How long Oh Lord?”
Judge Judy: People were ling up for their case to be heard —Judge Judy would be staring and she would
be frowning and she was frightening and pointing her finger. Do people think that God is like that? Maybe
some think that if she is like that, then God would be worse.
The picture of the Lamb interceding for us, the picture that God so loved the world that He gave His One
and only Son Jesus.
The Father’s love is there, wanting to fill heaven, not to keep people out of heaven.
The people who are not going to enjoy heaven, who choose not to turn their back on sin — God is not
going to make them suffer by giving them eternity where they don’t want to be.
God wants people to be happy for eternity and the people who say no to Jesus, not to love and no to
peace, people who cause strife and greed are full of sin because they love themselves will not enjoy a
world that is all about giving and sharing.
The idea of the judgment being good news is brought out in the 1* angel’s message. The Three angel’s
messages are God’s last appeal before Jesus comes.
e Revelation 14:6-7
Then | saw another angel flying in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach to
those who dwell on the earth—to every nation, tribe, tongue, and people— saying with a loud
voice, “Fear God and give glory to Him, for the hour of His judgment has come; and worship Him
who made heaven and earth, the sea and springs of water.”
The message to go to the world just before Jesus comes is to announce that judgment has come — within
the context of the everlasting gospel — the good news that God loves the world — that he has made
provision on the cross so that every human being can have their sins forgiven.
If | come to the judgment and my sins are washed clean through Jesus’ blood, then | don’t have anything
to fear in the judgment.
If I have to face the judge and the judge has already told me | am innocent — then to stand up in court is
easy.
We take with us into the judgment the statement that our sins are forgiven.
We often worry about what God thinks about us but the issue in the Judgment is what God thinks about
Jesus. And if Jesus is my substitute Why am | looking in at my sin. | need to look out at the Lamb.
With the gospel, not only are my sins forgiven but | am clothed by the righteousness of Christ — Jesus
treats me as His own son because when | confess my sins He give me His righteousness — what do we
need to fear then.
When does the judgment take place?
e Revelation 22: 12
“And behold, | am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to
his work.
So before Jesus comes the decision has already been made — the judgment takes place before Jesus
comes back.
This is good as Jesus is interceding there is judgment — He is not coming as King making a decision or no
one would be saved. He is doing it while he is interceding as priest.
This reward of the resurrection comes to be given to those who have been sealed and judged.
A clear picture of judgment!
e Daniel 7:9-10

20of4



| watched till thrones were put in place, And the Ancient of Days was seated; His garment was
white as snow, And the hair of His head was like pure wool. His throne was a fiery flame; Its
wheels a burning fire;
A fiery stream issuedAnd came forth from before Him.A thousand thousands ministered to Him;
Ten thousand times ten thousand stood before Him.The court was seated,And the books were
opened.
Further in Daniel 7 it is clear that this judgment is before the 2™ coming of Christ.
He comes and brings His reward — but that requires a judgment prior to the 2™ coming.
When Jesus comes back He divides the sheep from the goats the wheat from the tears — and if He is going
to do that at His 2" coming that means that prior to His 2" coming that determination must already have
been made.
There is one harvest — not a harvest every time someone dies — there are not multiple harvests — God
knows the sheep because they know his voice and God knows those who have rejected His love.
If God knows everything then why would He need books?
The Bible teaches about books, as just read in
e Daniel 7: 10
The court was seated,And the books were opened.
These books are being opened in the presence of the Father is described there as the Ancient of Days. The
same verse in verse ten says that it is not only God seated on the throne in judgment but it goes on to talk
about 1000 x 1000s or a hundred million ministered to Him and 10,000 x10,000 stood before him, the court
was seated.
In other words, this judgment is taking place before angels. And angels are not omniscient like God is
omniscient — they need to know that God is just and in the book of Revelation there is a description
where all the intelligent beings in Heaven say “just and true are your judgments.”
e Revelation 15: 3
They sing the song of Moses, the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying: “Great and
marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways (judgments in KJV) , O
King of the saints!
For the angels to know that His judgments are true, they need to have the books opened up so they can
see.
The good news is that once our names are brought forth Jesus says “My righteousness covers him/her”
The angels with all those who ever lived on the earth, or indeed other worlds, need to know that God’s
judgment is just and true.
The Bible indicates that the earth is like an theater where the drama of the ages or the great controversy
is being played out. All who ever lived need to see that God’s judgment is just.
Its is transparent: The business of the universe is, the universes business. God is putting it all out there.
It seems that there is an investigation before hand and the investigation must be happening before hand
—now. Before Jesus comes again for the second time. And then there is the verdict when he does come
again the second time he divides the sheep and the goats. Then the execution — this is the decision and
this is what will happen.
Even though we are all going to be judged, at the end we are all judging God to confirm that God has been
fair in His judgment.
We will ask, why is this person that we perceived to be lost and this
person that we perceived to be bad is saved. God Himself is saying “l am an open book.”
We cannot perceive of an earthly judgment without investigation. If the law courts of the land made
verdicts without looking at the evidence and investigation of the charge we would think of it as a
kangaroo court. God wants to set the record straight once and for all.
Paul says “God has appointed a day in which he shall judge,” this was in the future for Paul.
If the devil accuses God as being unfair and unjust then the whole purpose of the judgment, with the
books being open — it seems like God is on trial Himself. His actions are on trial, and before the whole
universe everybody has a chance to see that God’s actions are fair and that Satan is wrong.
e Philippians 2: 10, 11
that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and
of those under the earth,
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and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
This verse says that every person in the universe- even the devil is going to confess one day that Jesus is
just and fair — even those who have rejected His love and are about to be destroyed once and for all
confess his justice and have given them what they have chosen. Those who shoes death get what they
have chosen.
Judgment is good news, because He gets rid of sin altogether, once and for all time —no more sin. We all
want to be free from the horror of sin. God will say — enough is enough, He will come again and that
investigation will be finished. There is a limit to evil.
The Hebrew idea of judgment is bring it on — the Greek idea of judgment is adversarial. Judgment is
making things right.
If  am innocent then | have nothing to fear from a law court that is based on justice. The good news is
that because of the cross | am judged to be innocent and all of my sins are forgiven and forgotten.
e 1John1l:9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.
e 1John2:1,2
My little children, these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the propitiation for our
sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.
Why is it important for God’s character to be vindicated?
We would not want to go through the sin experience again, every person in the universe needs to wipe
out all doubt that every activity of God is love. The judgment shows us that the transparent God of Love
has always acted in our best interest.
e Nahum1:9
What do you conspire against the Lord?He will make an utter end of it. Affliction will not rise up a
second time.
The vindication of God puts every person in the universe including the angels will know that God is love.
We can have confidence that God has forgiven us.
Satan has accused God of being unfair and making a law that is impossible to keep — he is looking for
mistakes — we picture God as looking for mistakes so that He can punish us — How relieved to know as we
study the Bible —that God is the opposite, He is looking for excuses to get us into heaven. The judgment is
good news.
e 1John2:1,2
My little children, these things | write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have
an Advocate (lawyer) with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. And He Himself is the
propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

For the free booklet: Beyond Delay
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