Beyond Search series
Episode 12 of 14 - Beyond Hell: 12.1 Explore Hell in The Bible

Some believe Hitler was demon possessed.
How could any normal human being subject thousands of people to the concentration camps and then
the gas chambers? At least the fires that cremated the victim’s bodies did not last forever.
Just imagine the fear if we were one of those starving people?
It is no wonder that many people have been turned off Christianity and the Christian God by the teaching
of people eternally suffering in hell fires. It is not even justice. Every teaching that God has given us,
comes like a love letter from His heart to us, every teaching tells us something about God, it implicates
who He is and what He is like. God is love therefore there is no eternal torment.
He is not the God of fear and torment, but of faith and happiness.
What does the Bible say about hell?
What was the original lie of the devil?
The serpent said to Eve, “You shall not surely die”
This is the opposite of what God said.
God said you will die — the devil said you wont die —
How does that affect history?
This is the basis of many of the religions that mankind has made from that time on. Greek philosophers —
Plato especially — who built a philosophical framework of dualism that acted like a new set of glasses for
people to read scripture. When people put the glasses on they saw, good, evil, spirit, flesh, male, female.
And every 2™ part of the pair was seen to be bad. So flesh was bad, female was bad and evil was bad. This
is a philosophical framework for inequality of the genders, and it is the philosophical framework for the
immortal soul because they believed the spirit lived forever. And if we could just free this immortal spirit,
then the immortal soul could go and be with God forever and enjoy immortality, bliss and happiness.
What is the immortal soul teaching?
There are two words here, mortal and immortal.
The word mortal means subject to death —immortal means not subject to death.
The bible refers to man as mortal.
e 1Timothy6:16
Who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see,
to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.
God only has immortality — that means that nobody else has immortality. Man is mortal and does not
receive immortality until Jesus returns.
e 1 Corinthians 15: 53
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality.
It is not a gift at birth — it is a gift when Jesus returns.
The Greeks — Plato in fact — taught, the immortal soul which is the devil’s lie that you don’t die when you
die.
If you have an immortal soul then death is not death, death is the entrance to a life of suffering if you are
not in relationship with God.
This is a horrendous idea that God would punish people forever and ever.
It is impossible to have a God of love and this Plato idea of God and the soul together.
When Adam and Eve sinned God sent angels to protect the tree of life for the purpose that they would
not eat and live forever. God did not want man at that point, to be immortal and He prevented it by
stopping them from eating of the tree of life.
e Romans 6: 23
For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.
Eternal life is a gift — not something that we have already.
If you believe the immortal theory — the wages of sin is living on in a life of suffering. To either atone for
your sin by adding to the cross and paying for your sin through your own personal suffering or by having
someone add to the merits of Jesus by having certain things done on earth through your family, or
through a church, in order for that merit to go to your account so that you can be free of your suffering.
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The one teaching that is common to all false religions is that after death there is some form of life —
weather it is reincarnation or whether you are going through stages to reach heaven at the end. This
theory has pervaded all other religions.
The ancient Egyptians went through great drama at death in order to preserve the spirit of the pharaoh.
Gradually it was introduced into the Christian Church — it was adopted early in the medieval church and
from then on it has been a caricature of the character of God. It gives a false picture of God.
It makes death a friend. The Bible calls death an enemy.
If death ushers us into eternity — then bring it on.
The Bible has a different view — the Bible sees us as a holistic unit and speaks of death destroying the last
enemy, which is death.
Why is the devil interested in teaching that you do not die when you die?
He wants to destroy our perception of who God is, he does not want us to realize that God has a different
plan in the terms of the concept of death. He wants us to believe that we will either continue to suffer or
we would have some sort of better life that we would attain to.
It is a slur on the character of God, if God is a vindictive being that is stoking hell because we cursed and
swore - and it goes on for thousands and millions of years then what does that say about God.
There is no teaching that has made more people atheists than the teaching of an eternally burning hell.
The whole concept of us living forever in a different state of life means that God has no power. It makes
Jesus look small as well.
With an immortal soul concept all the best that Jesus has done on the cross has won the right to isolate
sin and quarantine it in hell.
Take out the Greek idea of an immortal soul, and then the cross enables God to end sin once and for all. It
makes the cross the high point of God’s activity.
But doesn’t the Bible teach everlasting fire?
It is true that the scripture speaks of eternal fire,
e Revelation 14: 10- 11
He himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into
the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the
holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and
ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever
receives the mark of his name.”
This is the third angel’s message —
Smoke — torment — ever and ever — no rest day or night —
There are texts that speak about unquenchable fire, everlasting fire, and everlasting punishment, eternal
torment — that appears to be the torment is forever and ever.
But when we look at what the Bible says and read it in its context while interpreting the words correctly
then those verses does not contradict the picture that God is not a God of eternal punishment.
The phrase forever and ever — the Bible speaks of the fires of Sodom and Gomorrah going up forever and
ever. Sodom and Gomorrah have burned out thousands of years ago. The Bible speaks of the end of the
wicked being like ashes — no one can start a fire with ashes — it won’t burn. So there is no clear cut
understanding that forever actually means eternal punishing. However, the punishment is eternal. The
decree is eternal in its consequence but not eternal in its suffering.
A good example of looking at the words forever and ever as the Hebrew people understood it — the word
forever has for us the implications of carrying on into eternity. The Hebrew idea meant for as long as the
circumstances lasted.
e Jonah?2
| went down to the moorings of the mountains;The earth with its bars closed behind me forever;
Yet You have brought up my life from the pit,O Lord, my God.
It probably felt like forever to Jonah —
In Exodus it talks about a slave as serving his master forever, clearly when death came he no longer
served his master. So as long as the circumstances lasted the fires went on.
The fires of torment that go up forever and ever = so long as the life and body lasts, but when everything
is burnt up then the fires must go out.
e 1 Chronicles 28: 4
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However the Lord God of Israel chose me above all the house of my father to be king over Israel
forever, for He has chosen Judah to be the ruler. And of the house of Judah, the house of my
father, and among the sons of my father, He was pleased with me to make me king over all Israel.
Unquenchable fire: Jerusalem suffered unquenchable fire, but Jerusalem is not burning today.
Unquenchable fire is fire that cannot be quenched by ordinary man — it does not mean that fire will never
be quenched or put out.
The Bible is consistent in what it teaches.
God is a God of love and He will not burn sinners forever.
If you are committed to the immortal soul theory — that is you believe that when you die you go on living
in some other place — depending upon your religion as to the name you give it. Then you are committed
to this theory because you have to have some place for the wicked to go.
Asian culture — you must bury someone immediately because the spirit will just hover somewhere and
would not know where to go. Or if there was a revenge that needed to be paid then the spirit would
remain and suffer in torment in the state of un- surety until the revenge is complete. This is a fearful
ideology.
People do not love God - they fear Him
The devil slanders God'’s character
Sometimes people say “you don’t believe in hell”.
Hell is Biblical and Jesus says
e Matthew 5: 22
But | say to you that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment. And whoever says to his brother, ‘Raca!’ shall be in danger of the council. But whoever
says, ‘You fool!’ shall be in danger of hell fire
So we believe in hell! The hell that we believe in is even hotter than the popular view.
But the hell we believe in will be over in the blink of an eye. And that is what makes the difference.
Hell is the punishment that Jesus took for each one of us. He took that 2™ death punishment so that we
need not experience it. So that all who believe in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.
Hell is reserved for the time God has to destroy sin — when sin has so matured and we get to the point
where evil is trying to kill evil —and then and only then can God destroy it. Because before that every
person must confess that God is just and true. Hell is followed by something wonderful.
What does the Bible say will happen to hell?
Hell occurs after the 2™ Coming of Jesus.
e Revelation 20: 14 -15
Then Death and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.
There is an implication that if someone were not found in the book of life they would be cast into the lake
of fire.
When God speaks of the 2™ death that means there must be a first death. What is the difference?
The first death the Bible calls the death of sleep 100 times in scripture. The 2™ death is the eternal
separation from a God of love. God loves us so much he gives us what we choose, He will not force us.
There are people who will choose this 2™ death and be destroyed with the grave (hades).
So death — hell — the grave and sin and those who chose to love sin more than they love God — who reject
what Jesus did for them — who spurn the cross and His mercy — they are at this time destroyed by the 2™
death.
We will all suffer the first death — At the 2™ death all sin and everything that causes heartache will be
destroyed. That is the hell of the Bible.
e Revelation 20: 14 - 15
says that the fire comes down to the people on the earth and destroys them but goes on in the next verse
to say that John saw a new earth.
e Revelation 21:1
Now | saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed
away. Also there was no more sea.
e Revelation 21: 4
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And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
The immortal soul requires that there be constant pain and suffering. But the Bible for-sees a time when
all those things are gone.
We will be living in a new world that God had designed for us.
It is inconceivable to think that we could be enjoying eternity and somewhere on the edge of eternity
someone that | loved will be tortured — screaming throughout eternity. Heaven would be hell!
All of us recoil at what Hitler did — but it is nothing compared with the popular view that makes God out
to be — some kind of avenging monster.
The popular idea keeps the people alive, screaming, frying — horrific.
Perfect love casts out all fear.
| do not want to serve God out of fear like many do — but to serve Him because | love Him and He loves
me.
e John3:16
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.
The choice is perish or everlasting life.
In the cosmic struggle the devils lie from the beginning is that you will not die. He has deceived the whole
world who have accepted the teaching that when we die we go on living either in heaven or hell. The devil
has used this teaching to slander God’s character.
God is a God of love.
e Ezekiel 18: 23
Do | have any pleasure at all that the wicked should die?” says the Lord God, “and not that he
should turn from his ways and live?
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