
Beyond Search series 
Episode 11 of 14 - Beyond Death:  11.1  Explore what happens after Life

How do we feel when we lose someone close?
Knowing the truth about death doesn’t mean we do not feel grief and pain of the loss.
God says comfort one another with these words
God gives us hope.
There are few subjects that implicate the character of God or are closer to the core of the epic struggle 
between good and evil than death.
God said disobey and you will surely die

 Genesis 3:3 
But God did say, ‘you must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you 
must not touch it, or you will die.’”

That was the truth
The devil said you shall not surely die- that is the lie
God is love – therefore after life we sleep –

 John 14: 6
Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 
through me.

Where there is truth there is also lies
There is the great conflict  - if Jesus is the Life then what is the devil?
The opposite of truth is the lie

 John 8: 44
You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desires. He was a 
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, 
he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.

On the one hand you have Jesus the way the truth and the life – on the other hand you have the 
adversary the devil who will lead you away from God to death.
There is no truth in the devil. – He is a liar from the beginning
Are we going to fall for the same deception that has been carried on from generation to generation? The 
same deception that the devil deceived Eve with in the Garden of Eden.

 Genesis 3: 3 – 4
 But God did say, ‘you must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you
must not touch it, or you will die.’”
“You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman.

You shall not surely die
Jesus said: sin = death, but there is a hope, there’s a key there is redemption if we have faith in Christ 
through Christ we all have a chance of eternal life. But not just any eternal life but eternal life with 
perfection and with peace, with compelling love surrounding us. Not an eternal life trapped here with a 
complicated and sometimes tragic world.
How does the Bible define death?
With the loss of a love one makes us ponder death

 Genesis 3: 19
By the sweat of your browyou will eat your fooduntil you return to the ground, since from it you 
were taken; for dust you areand to dust you will return.”

God creating man from the dust
 Genesis 2: 7

Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the 
breath of life, and the man became a living being.

The Bible describes how man was created
God creates the body, then he breathes the breath of life and then the being becomes a living being – 
body + breath = Living being
Death is the opposite, body breaking down and the breath ceases and the spirit is no more.
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Many people have conflicting beliefs about the spirit. They think that when you talk about the spirit it is 
the same according to Greek mythology, philosophy. This is different from what the Bible teaches.
When body + breath man became (as some translations say) a living soul.
What does the word soul mean? 
Does it mean we have been alive for eternity and we will be alive for eternity?
Many people believe in an immortal soul a soul that goes on and on.

 Ezekiel 18: 4     (NKJV)
“Behold, all souls are Mine; the soul of the fatherAs well as the soul of the son is Mine; The soul 
who sins shall die.

The Bible tells us that souls do die
It repeats this in verse 20
The term “you poor soul” not used in a spiritual way – “you poor person” “SOS= Save our souls”  “The 
dear old soul” Soul means a person!
You need the body and the breath of life or spirit to be a person.
When your body ceases – your breath ceases – your spirit ceases to exist. 

 John 19: 30
So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, “It is finished!” And bowing His head, He gave 
up His spirit.

Some people believe that his spirit would have flitted off to God
When Mary Magdalene came to Jesus this is what He said to her

 John 20: 17
Jesus said to her, “Do not cling to Me, for I have not yet ascended to My Father; but go to My 
brethren and say to them, ‘I am ascending to My Father and your Father, and to My God and your
God.’”

When Jesus spirit ceased he didn’t go to His Father.
The immortality of the soul (spirit) originated out of Greek philosophy.
This has clouded the issue.

 1 Timothy 6:16
 Who alone has immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light, whom no man has seen or can see,
to whom be honor and everlasting power. Amen.

God is the only one who has immortality
If we all had immortality of the soul then death would not be a problem.
Death came from the devil –there was no death before the devil, but most of us have been taught that 
the devil’s work  - death – is the way we get to heaven. That does not make sense.
It is not just a matter of understanding life and death but the devil wants us to lose the opportunity of life 
after death.
He said to Eve at the garden – you won’t die –
The devil is saying the same thing today – you don’t die when you die –
He tells us you go on living in either heaven or hell
The Bible tells us when we die – we go to sleep.

 Daniel 12: 13
But you, go your way till the end; for you shall rest, and will arise to your inheritance at the end of
the days.”

At some future point at the end of days then a person will arise.
Daniel has written this in the context of the end of time.
The concept of rest that Jesus shares in the story of Lazarus 

 John 11:11
These things He said, and after that He said to them, “Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go that I 
may wake him up.”

Then His disciples said, “Lord, if he sleeps he will get well.” 13 However, Jesus spoke of his death, 
but they thought that He was speaking about taking rest in sleep.

If Lazarus had died and was resurrected after being in heaven – Christ bringing him back would not be 
doing him any favors.
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Death is spoken of as a sleep over fifty times in the Bible
 Job 14: 21

His sons come to honor, and he does not know it; They are brought low, and he does not perceive
it.
Job 14: 10 – 12

But man dies and is laid away; Indeed he breathes his lastAnd where is he?
As water disappears from the sea, And a river becomes parched and dries up,
So man lies down and does not rise. Till the heavens are no more, They will not awakeNor be 
roused from their sleep.

 Ecclesiastes 9: 5 – 6

For the living know that they will die; But the dead know nothing, And they have no more reward,
For the memory of them is forgotten. 
Also their love, their hatred, and their envy have now perished; Nevermore will they have a share
In anything done under the sun.

 Acts 2: 34

 “For David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself:

‘The Lord said to my Lord, “Sit at My right hand,
He had been dead 1000 years but was still not in heaven.
The devil says you wont die
Jesus says, “yes you will die, and it will be a sleep of unconsciousness.” It will be an unconscious sleep
until the resurrection.
The resurrection is the solution to the problem

 1 Corinthians 15: 51 – 52
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.

There will be some of alive when Jesus comes again – at the end of the world.
Those who sleep in the dust will be raised incorruptible.
What about someone who has past away – died instantly – then the next thing they know will be seeing
Jesus come in the clouds.
The sadness of losing someone is monumental to those left behind – grief – One day when Christ comes
back the ground will open up and those who went to sleep in Jesus will be raised to life.

 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 – 17
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who are alive and remain
shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall
always be with the Lord. Therefore comfort one another with these words.

If we are still alive when Jesus comes, our loved ones are resurrected and we all go up together, they are
not aware of pain or suffering, they are resting peacefully, they are not in torment, they are not trying to
reach us – they are in perfect peace.
Cremation- What happens when a person is cremated – buried at sea, or blown up?
God is not limited – people have been born lived and died, in a variety of ways throughout history. God’s
promise is to all of us – when you die, however you die – God created us and He can re-create us.
We are remade incorruptible – our old bodies are not needed any more.
God has a record of us all, He created every one of us, He remembers us individually, God knows the very
hairs of our head. 
Every person will live again 
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 John 5: 28
Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves will hear His voice
and come forth—those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and those who have done
evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. I can of Myself do nothing. As I hear, I judge; and My
judgment is righteous, because I do not seek My own will but the will of the Father who sent Me.

God didn’t create people to die – One day we will live again in a world without suffering and pain and
separation.
Death is the exact reverse of creation
Death is an enemy
Death was brought in by the devil
Death simply means in the Bible – non-existence – the very opposite of life.
Jesus said I have come to give you life – and life is only found in Jesus. The Bible teaches that many of
God’s saints will sleep in the ground. 
Over 55 times the Bible said that death is a sleep
All through the Bible from Genesis to Revelation the hope of the future is the resurrection.

 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 -17
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