Beyond Search series
Episode 10 of 14 - Beyond Counterfeit: 10.2 The Mark of The Beast

A biblical reference that has been the subject of wild speculation is the Mark of the Beast.
The only way to avoid fanciful interpretation is to firstly understand the context in which the Bible
passage is written.
Look at the verses before and after to help place it in context.
When symbolism is used as in the book of Revelation, we need to let the Bible interpret the
symbols for us.
God is love — loyalty is important to Him
What is the Mark of the beast?
Who or what is the beast?
Daniel 7 we saw some symbols there and these symbols are picked up again in Revelation 13
where we find the beast and the original reference to the Mark of the Beast.
e Revelation 13: 2
The beast | saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like
that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.
We can compare this to what we learnt in Daniel 7 we could see a reference that points back to
7.
There we found a beast represents a nation, a kingdom, and a power.
(Example: The Wallabys are playing the Springbocks tonight)
The beast represented is the one that was focused on in Daniel 7 — the little horn power — it
represents the medieval church.
e Revelation 13: 3 (last part)
The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast.
¢ Revelation 13: 5
The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its
authority for forty-two months.
It is a power that has dominance for a length of time
e Revelation 13: 1- 8
The power is global — the entire world will wonder after the beast
It is a religious power — worship is involved
It grew out of the Roman Empire
This is a power that has been recognized by great theologians and reformers for hundreds of
years.
Sometimes in this age, they think it is a newly concocted theory
But great theologians have acknowledged this for hundreds of years.
The Revelation is in fact the Revelation of Jesus
Compare scripture with scripture
¢ Revelation 13: 8
e All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written
in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.
The Lamb is a picture of Jesus - Jesus is the lamb — it is symbolic — the Bible itself interprets the
symbols —
What is the issue then?
We talk about the beast being a worldwide power, its religious; it is opposed to Christ, what is the
issue.
1. Obedience
2. Worship
When read in context go back to Revelation 12, the end of the chapter
e Revelation 12: 17
Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of
her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about
Jesus.
e The Commandments of God is an issue here — at the other side of Revelation 13 in 14: 12
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands
and remain faithful to Jesus.

1of6



Itis clearly an issue of obedience to the Commandments and worship is also an issue

¢ Revelation 14: 9
A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its
image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand,

It will be over the Sabbath and a false day of worship —

Today the Commandments are not popular — Most Christians are opposed to the
Commandments.

In the middle of Revelation 14 you have a contrast against those who have the mark of the beast
and have the mark and in 12 it talks about those who are faithful to Jesus and keep the
Commandments. This tells us something of the mark of the beast — if you keep the
commandments and have the faith of Christ, you are not going to receive the mark.

e And the smoke of their torment will rise forever and ever. There will be no rest day or night
for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its
name.” 12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his
commands and remain faithful to Jesus.

The other issue is freedom - something is being forced

¢ Revelation 13: 15- 16
The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that
the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 16 It
also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hands or on their foreheads,

The beast of the land was granted power —

He causes people to fall — it is enforced —

Everybody at the end of time is marked or sealed — there is the mark of the beast but there is also
the seal of God

Those who are opposed to God versus those who are loyal to God

The word for linking these is identification — if something is marked or sealed it is identified.

The symbolic nature is important to mention — not some barcode or microchip We are going to be
forced, the death penalty will be associated with it.

In fact we will make a choice and may be deceived by whom we will obey.

In our thoughts and in our actions -

In our heads and in our hands

Our thoughts lead us to action — so the mark is in our heads or when we do the action the mark is
in our hands.

The issue is worship and we do that with our minds

What is the mark of the beast?

We have identified the beast as being the great medieval church power.

The mark has to come from the beast itself and has to have a connection to worship — a global
power — a religious power —it grew out of Rome —

The mark itself comes from that beast power and they identify whom they are.

The mark then is enforced religious observance — enforced because they cause people to have
the mark — on pain of death or fear of financial loss or being unable to buy or sell. It is also taught
that it is a religious observance that has to do with the Commandments.

The Bible makes this clear through repetition and contrast — it has been set up through our
history this way — these great powers are not hiding this issue.

If the Commandments are important to Christians, then there are ten of them not nine.

The forgotten Commandment of our day is about worship — it is the only one that starts out with
remember, it is God’s brand and it is the heart of the Commandments.

If it is to do with the Commandments - What is the mark of the Beast?

Sunday is the 1° day of the week —

The Bible clearly identifies the 7" day as the Sabbath of the Lord

The Catholic Record September 1, 1923

“Sunday is our mark of authority, the church is above the Bible and this transference of Sabbath
observance is proof of that fact.”

The medieval church claims that the transference of Sabbath to Sunday is their mark.

Clearly at the end of time God'’s people will be keeping His Commandments and have the faith of
Jesus — we contrast that with a different day- a day that God didn’t bless or make Holy or sanctify
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— a replacement for the Sabbath and then the church itself claiming this authority and enforced
Sunday worship at the end of time will be the mark of the beast.
The reformation — Wesley — Knox — Calvin — and all the great reformers taught this. When they
broke with the medieval church and came out of the Church of Rome, they kept on with these
changed doctrines. Christians are simply following the traditions taught to them.
No one has the mark of the beast today — this is still something in the future
Many say this is not an important issue — However, it is a big issue to God —
Whoever you obey — you belong to — the issue is about God and His word and His love for us, He
wants to get back into a relationship with us.
We are in a battle — this is the Great Controversy — most of us have not been taught this —it is not
a matter of fight over days — If we have a Nazi flag flying above our house, could we blame our
neighbors for thinking | was a Nazi — The Sabbath is the flag for indicating our obedience.
Why would the devil have an interest in attacking the Sabbath?
It is because it is a symbol that God is the creator, it is a symbol that sets us apart — the Bible
says the Sabbath is sanctified and set apart- and that is what God does with His people — He
sanctifies them and sets them apart.
It is a symbol of redemption and that we belong to Him and from that we show that we are loyal to
Him — he wants to obscure the truth that God is creator
There are many reasons why God would attack the Commandments
Some people say the Holy Spirit is the seal?
e Ephesians 4: 30

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of

redemption.
The Apostle Paul is saying that when we accept Jesus Christ we are given the Holy Spirit and He
preserves us — He works in our life and our influence.
The Sabbath is a sign in Ezekiel it is a symbol of God’s work in your life as well. They are
completely different issues.
The Sabbath is the sign of God — there is no reason to do that — there are months and years in
the Luna cycle but every 7" day | have my appointment with God because | have a redeemer in
Jesus and | love Him and | acknowledge Him as my creator and redeemer.
The Sabbath Commandment is no more important than the other nine, but God obviously knew
that it was going to identify His people.
There is no controversy over the other nine-
The scripture alone is clear
We are participants in the great controversy — where the devil is trying to counterfeit every single
truth in the Bible, including the Sabbath
We have seen the way the devil works through the beast in the last days
That will be one of the main agencies used to deceive people into following the counterfeit to
God'’s truth — the Sabbath
The issue is of our loyalty to God and we can demonstrate our love and loyalty by what Jesus
said “If you love me, keep my Commandments.”
The mark of the beast is the opposite — there will only be two groups in the last days and they will
be contrasted by who is obedient to God and who is obedient to man made laws and traditions.
It is the Holy Spirit that leads us to Jesus pricking our consciences and telling us “This is the way
—walk you —in it”

e Revelation 14: 12
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands
and remain faithful to Jesus.

Beyond Counterfeit 10.2 The Mark of the Beast

A biblical reference that has been the subject of wild speculation is the Mark of the Beast.

The only way to avoid fanciful interpretation is to firstly understand the context in which the Bible
passage is written.

Look at the verses before and after to help place it in context.

When symbolism is used as in the book of Revelation, we need to let the Bible interpret the
symbols for us.

God is love — loyalty is important to Him
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What is the Mark of the beast?

Who or what is the beast?

Daniel 7 we saw some symbols there and these symbols are picked up again in Revelation 13
where we find the beast and the original reference to the Mark of the Beast.

e Revelation 13: 2
The beast | saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like
that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority.

We can compare this to what we learnt in Daniel 7 we could see a reference that points back to
7.

There we found a beast represents a nation, a kingdom, and a power.

(Example: The Wallaby’s are playing the Spring bocks’ tonight)

The beast represented is the one that was focused on in Daniel 7 — the little horn power — it
represents the medieval church.

e Revelation 13: 3 (last part)

The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast.

¢ Revelation 13: 5
The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its
authority for forty-two months.

It is a power that has dominance for a length of time

e Revelation 13: 1- 8
The power is global — the entire world will wonder after the beast
It is a religious power — worship is involved
It grew out of the Roman Empire

This is a power that has been recognized by great theologians and reformers for hundreds of
years.

Sometimes in this age, they think it is a newly concocted theory

But great theologians have acknowledged this for hundreds of years.

The Revelation is in fact the Revelation of Jesus

Compare scripture with scripture

¢ Revelation 13: 8

¢ All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written
in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world.

The Lamb is a picture of Jesus - Jesus is the lamb — it is symbolic — the Bible itself interprets the
symbols —

What is the issue then?

We talk about the beast being a worldwide power, its religious; it is opposed to Christ, what is the
issue.

3. Obedience

4. Worship

When read in context go back to Revelation 12, the end of the chapter

e Revelation 12: 17
Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of
her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about
Jesus.

e The Commandments of God is an issue here — at the other side of Revelation 13 in 14: 12
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands
and remain faithful to Jesus.

It is clearly an issue of obedience to the Commandments and worship is also an issue

¢ Revelation 14: 9
A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its
image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand,

It will be over the Sabbath and a false day of worship —

Today the Commandments are not popular — Most Christians are opposed to the
Commandments.

In the middle of Revelation 14 you have a contrast against those who have the mark of the beast
and have the mark and in 12 it talks about those who are faithful to Jesus and keep the
Commandments. This tells us something of the mark of the beast — if you keep the
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commandments and have the faith of Christ, you are not going to receive the mark.

e And the smoke of their torment will rise forever and ever. There will be no rest day or night
for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its
name.” 12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his
commands and remain faithful to Jesus.

The other issue is freedom - something is being forced

¢ Revelation 13: 15- 16
The second beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that
the image could speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed. 16 It
also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on
their right hands or on their foreheads,

The beast of the land was granted power —

He causes people to fall — it is enforced —

Everybody at the end of time is marked or sealed — there is the mark of the beast but there is also
the seal of God

Those who are opposed to God versus those who are loyal to God

The word for linking these is identification — if something is marked or sealed it is identified.

The symbolic nature is important to mention — not some barcode or microchip We are going to be
forced, the death penalty will be associated with it.

In fact we will make a choice and may be deceived by whom we will obey.

In our thoughts and in our actions -

In our heads and in our hands

Our thoughts lead us to action — so the mark is in our heads or when we do the action the mark is
in our hands.

The issue is worship and we do that with our minds

What is the mark of the beast?

We have identified the beast as being the great medieval church power.

The mark has to come from the beast itself and has to have a connection to worship — a global
power — a religious power —it grew out of Rome —

The mark itself comes from that beast power and they identify whom they are.

The mark then is enforced religious observance — enforced because they cause people to have
the mark — on pain of death or fear of financial loss or being unable to buy or sell. It is also taught
that it is a religious observance that has to do with the Commandments.

The Bible makes this clear through repetition and contrast — it has been set up through our
history this way — these great powers are not hiding this issue.

If the Commandments are important to Christians, then there are ten of them not nine.

The forgotten Commandment of our day is about worship — it is the only one that starts out with
remember, it is God’s brand and it is the heart of the Commandments.

If it is to do with the Commandments - What is the mark of the Beast?

Sunday is the 1* day of the week —

The Bible clearly identifies the 7" day as the Sabbath of the Lord

The Catholic Record September 1, 1923

“Sunday is our mark of authority, the church is above the Bible and this transference of Sabbath
observance is proof of that fact.”

The medieval church claims that the transference of Sabbath to Sunday is their mark.

Clearly at the end of time God’s people will be keeping His Commandments and have the faith of
Jesus — we contrast that with a different day- a day that God didn’t bless or make Holy or sanctify
— a replacement for the Sabbath and then the church itself claiming this authority and enforced
Sunday worship at the end of time will be the mark of the beast.

The reformation — Wesley — Knox — Calvin — and all the great reformers taught this. When they
broke with the medieval church and came out of the Church of Rome, they kept on with these
changed doctrines. Christians are simply following the traditions taught to them.

No one has the mark of the beast today — this is still something in the future

Many say this is not an important issue — However, it is a big issue to God —

Whoever you obey — you belong to — the issue is about God and His word and His love for us, He
wants to get back into a relationship with us.

We are in a battle — this is the Great Controversy — most of us have not been taught this —it is not
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a matter of fight over days — If we have a Nazi flag flying above our house, could we blame our
neighbors for thinking | was a Nazi — The Sabbath is the flag for indicating our obedience.
Why would the devil have an interest in attacking the Sabbath?
It is because it is a symbol that God is the creator, it is a symbol that sets us apart — the Bible
says the Sabbath is sanctified and set apart- and that is what God does with His people — He
sanctifies them and sets them apart
It is a symbol of redemption and that we belong to Him and from that we show that we are loyal to
Him — he wants to obscure the truth that God is creator
There are many reasons why God would attack the Commandments
Some people say the Holy Spirit is the seal?
e Ephesians 4: 30

And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of

redemption.
The Apostle Paul is saying that when we accept Jesus Christ we are given the Holy Spirit and He
preserves us — He works in our life and our influence.
The Sabbath is a sign in Ezekiel it is a symbol of God’s work in your life as well. They are
completely different issues.
The Sabbath is the sign of God — there is no reason to do that — there are months and years in
the Luna cycle but every 7" day | have my appointment with God because | have a redeemer in
Jesus and | love Him and | acknowledge Him as my creator and redeemer.
The Sabbath Commandment is no more important than the other nine, but God obviously knew
that it was going to identify His people.
There is no controversy over the other nine-
The scripture alone is clear
We are participants in the great controversy — where the devil is trying to counterfeit every single
truth in the Bible, including the Sabbath
We have seen the way the devil works through the beast in the last days
That will be one of the main agencies used to deceive people into following the counterfeit to
God'’s truth — the Sabbath
The issue is of our loyalty to God and we can demonstrate our love and loyalty by what Jesus
said “If you love me, keep my Commandments.”
The mark of the beast is the opposite — there will only be two groups in the last days and they will
be contrasted by who is obedient to God and who is obedient to man made laws and traditions.
It is the Holy Spirit that leads us to Jesus pricking our consciences and telling us “This is the way
—walk you —in it”

¢ Revelation 14: 12
This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands
and remain faithful to Jesus.
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