Beyond Search series
Episode 7 of 14 - Beyond Guilt: 7.3 Being Saved

One thing that stands out is that if it were not for God'’s initiative we would be in a hopeless mess.
God is responsible for giving us our guilt

God stepped up voluntarily and said | will be responsible for your guilt if you will give it to Me.

We saw this dramatized in the earthly sanctuary and it was God who took the greatest initiative of all
time to become one of us —a human being — so that He could say Father forgive them and then paid
the penalty in full for our sin by His death on the cross.

That is really good news — God is at the heart of the gospel — we didn’t ask God to do this for us — He
did it anyway because He loves us —that is what He is like — He loves you and He loves me. No matter
your religion, culture or social standing — before we were born He paid the price for our salvation.
God does not force salvation upon us — He is not a God of compulsive force — The good news is that
He has provided everything for our salvation but to personalize that salvation we need to respond —
God tells us what happens in us when we hear the good news and how to respond so that salvation —
real freedom from guilt becomes ours personally.

The story of Emanuel the boy soldier — makes you feel sad that here is a small boy, who because of
circumstances felt that he had to take up arms to avenge his family- you can imagine the guilt that he
must have had. However, as the story unfolded we could see the hope that he had in God and it was
wonderful to see the value and worth that he now has in his life.

It is amazing to see the transformation — at one time he was suicidal but now he sings for God. He
went from having no family to having a family — becoming a child of God.

John 15 describes this like a grapevine and the relationship that he wants to have with us is a father —
child relationship.

e John 15: 4-5 - Remain in me, as | also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must
remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me. “l am the vine; you
are the branches. If you remain in me and | in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me
you can do nothing.

This illustrates a close personal relationship with God!
How do we abide in Christ — Surrender our lives to God (new birth)

e John 3:3-5 - Jesus replied, “Very truly | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God unless
they are born again.

“How can someone be born when they are old?” Nicodemus asked. “Surely they cannot
enter a second time into their mother’s womb to be born!”
Jesus answered, “Very truly | tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they are
born of water and the Spirit.
We go to God, acknowledge that we want a new life — your life and your nature — When we do this —
then legally we are declared a child of God — we step into a relationship with God.
Why does Jesus call it a new birth when we become a Christian?
Our first birth we are born sinful, selfish etc — this is a new life — a spiritual birth. God steps into our
lives and brings about a change- salvation itself — a new life.
The new birth doesn’t mean you have everything sorted immediately. It is a gradual process -you
must grow from a baby and go through the stages to maturity.
How does it work?
Reading the Bible is an important part of growing in God. We often feel alone and lost — adrift in the
world — not knowing where we are going or what we are going to do next. As we read the Bible, Jesus
enters our hearts and we can accept Him through faith. This brings about certainty in our lives.
Reading the Bible is a critical part of being born again.

e 2 Corinthians 5: 15 - And he died for all, that those who live should no longer live for

themselves but for him who died for them and was raised again.

e Verse 17 - Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the
new is here!
Adopted into God’s family — we become joint heirs with Christ
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e Romans 8: 17 He does only because he loves us.
and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with
Him, that we may also be glorified together.
He does this because He loves us so much and wants to do all of this for us.
As we live for Him we become changed and want to be more like Him.
For married people most things are in joint accounts — not his or hers but ours. This verse is saying
that whatever is Christ’s is ours/ mine — and just because He loves us
As we live for Him — we want to know more about Him and this changes us in a positive way- to the
point where we just want to become more and more like Christ.
We do not need to force ourselves — it becomes natural
Some people are brought up in a Christian church but are not Christian- some people tell us we must
try harder. Some try so hard and then realize that the power to do right is not really “self.”
e 1John4:19
We love Him because he first loved us.
It is the love of God that compels me to do His will. It becomes a joyful thing- not by force, Salvation
becomes an experience with God. Not a passed event, but a daily event — the more we dig into the
Word of God — the Bible, with the help of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus said If you love me keep my Commandments
There is only one motivation for serving God and that is because we love Him. We do not become
obedient to earn God’s love. We are obedient because He loves us and we love Him.
Some people put the cart before the horse — Keep His Commandments without loving Him.
We all make the mistake of trying to make ourselves good. But it doesn’t work that way.
Obedience or fruit of the Spirit is the logical loving response of His love for me. | do not obey to be
saved but because | am in a saving relationship. The God of Love is in me and | cannot help myself but
obey Him. A joyful experience.
e 1John5:2-3
By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His
commandments are not burdensome.
It is a joyful thing because it is to do with love.
What is the major ingredient to growing closer
o Spending time with God — Learning more about God — Reading the Word.
The primary way of learning more about God is through the Word.
But any good relationship is built on communication and that is where prayer comes into it.
Communication has to go two ways.
When | read the word it seems that God is speaking to me —and when | pray — | am responding to
Him. The main object to reading the Bible is that we may get to Know Him better.
Remembering that we are in a great - war between good and evil — the last thing the devil wants of
us — is to spend time with God.
Some traps that we might enter into —
Time — we are so busy working — family — and our time slips away. We need to spend time to grow
our relationship.
How do we work out our time: John Wesley said “because | am so busy | must spend time with God.”
It is the love of God that compels me — this is what being born again is like.
When the Holy Spirit comes into our lives we want Him more.
Spending time with God begins the work of transformation in our lives.
Sometimes we miss spending time with Him but He still calls us.
e 1 Timothy 6: 12 - Fight the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you
were called when you made your good confession in the presence of many witnesses.
A fight — a battle being waged and we are surrounded by distractions and try to discourage us
with our past. The devil will try to discourage us and so we are involved in the battle
e Ephesians 6: 10 —12 - Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full
armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the devil’'s schemes. For our struggle is
not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers
of this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.
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The war still goes on, it is inside our hearts on a personal basis that we must make a decision every
day.
But Christ has the victory!
A daily personal decision — It is Christ Jesus living within us that gives us the victory.

e Philippians 2: 5-6

Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, who, being in the form of God, did not

consider it robbery to be equal with God,
We are in a battle - we can be distracted with busyness — television anything that may take our time
away from getting to know God.
But the good news is that we are children of God adopted into His family —
Obedience reveals our love — when we are in a relationship we do things not to earn our partners
approval but because we love them. As we associate with Jesus and spend time with Him we become
like Him.
and if we love Him we will keep His Commandments — this is a love response

e Revelation 3: 20 — Here | am! | stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and

opens the door, | will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.
The great God of Eternity wants to dwell in our lives
We must open the door, he will not force entry.
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