Beyond Search series
Episode 7 of 14 - Beyond Guilt: 7.2 The Good News

We all experience guilt because we have all done something wrong
Is it strange to think that we should be glad to have a guilty conscience when we don’t live up to
expectations?
If guilt is not resolved it will bring destructive emotions and behaviors in its wake. God takes our guilt
seriously. But he is not angry with us.
Our guilt does not drive Him away. It actually draws Him to us because He is always there to help.
We have explored the prophecies that point to Jesus the hero and have seen that His life came to a
dramatic end by crucifixion. What happened there was not a resounding defeat, but a glorious victory.
The significance of that event — of what happened there for all of us, is the turning point in this epic story.
God is love; therefore He deals with our sin and gives us eternal life.
The good news.
What is our basic problem?

We are mistaken when we think people are good
Especially when we think of little children, we think of them as innocent.

e Psalm 51:5 - Surely | was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.

We may think this is impossible. It doesn’t take long after the birth of a baby to realize that you have to
teach this child to behave.

Children are selfish —angry — and often want to fight —they are demanding- they must be taught how to
behave. We have never had to teach our children to be naughty. It is more natural for humans to do badly
than good.

Not only children but ourselves —how many times do we hurt those we love —we don’t want to hurt
them because we love them — but sometimes we are impatient, we come home stressed and nerved and
the first person we see to take our stress on are the ones we love. We may not be bad people but we do
bad things. We may not want to do bad things.

How many times do we hurt those around us through impatience, anger, etc?

e Romans7:17-18-Asitis, itis no longer | myself who do it, but it is sin living in me. For | know
that good itself does not dwell in me, that is, in my sinful nature. For | have the desire to do what
is good, but | cannot carry it out.

Selfishness is so deep within us that sometimes we don’t realize.
We often take the best for ourselves.
We always want what is best for ourselves to the detriment of others.

e Jeremiah 13: 23 — Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard its spots? Then may you also
do good, who are accustomed to do evil.

The reason why we need a rescuer is because we are by nature evil and we cannot rescue ourselves.

We can come into temptations to think we can do stuff for ourselves — there are many self help books out
there that tell you what to do.

We tend to deceive ourselves.

e Jeremiah 17: 9
The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond cure.

We are sometimes our own worst enemy — our emotions deceive us, our brains deceive us. How can we
help ourselves?

We can look around us at the world and we see some dreadful things happening. It illustrates how bad
human nature is when mankind can descend to the levels where we see children raped and damaged and
dreadful things on the news every day.

There is something wrong with our basic human nature.

When we see it in others, we think, | could never do that. However, we never know what we would do if
we were in that situation.

All of us are capable of breaking any one of the Ten Commandments given the right opportunity and the
right circumstances. We are all capable of doing anything terrible.

So what has happened to us?
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Is there a solution to the problem?
A mother gave her son a hiding because he was naughty, but mum started crying as she punished her son.
The boy asked her why she was crying because he was the one who was hurting. She said, “l am crying
because you have hurt me so much”. We can relate this to what our God has done for us.
Our God hurts on our behalf and by thinking of what He has done — it somehow changes my life a little
because | don’t want to hurt Him continuously.
There are two aspects to the reason why we need a rescuer

1. Wearesinners

2. The wages of sin is death Romans 6: 23
Every week we get paid for our work - wages
If we do not get paid for the work we do, we become upset and even angry because we earned those
wages.
The sad thing is that the wages of sin is eternal death. We earned it, we own it, we deserve it and it is
ours. That is why we need a rescuer — we all deserve eternal death —

e 2 Corinthians 5: 21 - God made Him (Jesus) who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we
might become the righteousness of God. (Through Jesus)

Jesus took all the blame on Himself and that is good news for us.

This is part of the epic story.

It wasn’t always as it is now — at the beginning things were perfect — sin happened and things went
wrong. But there is a solution at the end of the Bible a happy ending. When we look at what Jesus has
done — He has done it for everyone regardless of whether people accept His sacrifice or not.

e Romans 5: 6-8 - You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the
ungodly. Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, though for a good person someone
might possibly dare to die. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still
sinners, Christ died for us.

Even though we are bad — he still died for us and this rescue is available to everyone.

A bad person is not necessarily wicked — but all of us there is something wrong with our nature. Unless
that is changed be will continue to do the wrong thing. But there is hope for us.

You do not have to be good to be loved. God loves us even when we do not love Him. This can motivate
us to change our lives. The biggest motivator in our lives is that “l am loved”.

e John3:16-

For God so loved the world that He gave His One and only Son that whoever believes in Him
should not perish but have everlasting life.
God offers us life even while we are still sinners
When someone expresses confidence in you — when people say — “I know that you can do it” it inspires
something in us that makes us want to give it our best.
God regards us as important. We have value - we are important to God — He invested His blood for us.
We can all take courage — we have hope — no matter who we are or what we’ve done. We are valuable to
God.
The pope’s 1974 Ford Escort sold for $900,000. JFK’s golf club sold for one million dollars, Napoleons
toothbrush sold for $40,000. Why? Because they belonged to somebody important — we belong to God —
we hold such value to Him — we mean everything to Him — He invested His blood for us.
How does salvation work?
Salvation is like the Eiffel Tower — a young boy wants to buy it so he goes with his three francs and wants
to buy the tower. The guard says to him — there are three things you need to learn about the Eiffel Tower
—first of all your money is not enough- also the Tower is not for sale — the third thing is that because you
are a French citizen the Eiffel Tower already belongs to you.
Salvation cannot be bought! Because you are a child of God Salvation is a gift it is part of our inheritance.
Our response is to accept it. Sometimes this is difficult to do — it is a gift.
There is nothing you can do that will earn you salvation: a gift is a gift: It cannot be earned.
When you accept the gift — change happens in your life.
It is the love of Jesus Christ that changes our thinking and the way we are.
We can see that He has a special plan for us and that He wants us to enjoy life. When we discover what
God has done for us —it bring freedom.
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We realize that this is truly a gift

e Romans 6: 23 — The wages of sin is death BUT... The gift of God is eternal life.

We can try our hardest and say we are 10% good and Christ makes up the 90% with his goodness and if
we can get our goodness up to 20 — 25% then all the better — but we have to recognized that there is not
one god part of me that can achieve eternal life — but only 100% Christ.

e Ephesians 2: 8 - For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God—

Our salvation is 100% the gift and goodness of God

We have nothing in us that can merit salvation.

Jesus + nothing = everything

We do not have to rely on ourselves at all —it is all God

The hardest part of the formula is to accept it.

Often we ask for forgiveness three or four times

We can look at it as a child coming to their father asking for forgiveness three or four times and he had
already forgiven the first time.

e 1John1:8 -9 - If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. If
we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.

How do we confess our sins? What should they say?

They just need to say, “Please forgive me” - itis as simple as that.

When you accept Christ and you are in a good relationship with Him, He will remind you of the things you
do wrong and as they come to your mind you can say “Yes | have done that please forgive me”.

e Acts 3: 19 - Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of
refreshing may come from the Lord,

We need to say sorry but are we sorry enough to quit it?

We can ask God to change us from the inside out.

The Bible says that we have all sinned! Not one of us lives a perfect life, if we are honest with ourselves
we can see that we have thought things said things and done things that are not quite right. But the good
news is that God accepts us as we are. Jesus has paid the price! He died the death that we deserve.

e Romans 6: 23 — The wages of sin is death BUT... The gift of God is eternal life.

Our response is to confess our sins and repent — the good news is that God forgives us.

e John 6: 37 - All those the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me | will never

drive away.

e Romans 6: 23 — The wages of sin is death BUT... The gift of God is eternal life.
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