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Imagine the emotional and real guilt that Immanuel had to deal with after his time as a child soldier. No- 
one should have to deal with stuff like that, let alone a child.
We all experience guilt from time to time – Have you ever stopped to work out what is going on deep 
down inside you as you experience guilt? Guilt is as old as the human race and we still deal with it as 
instinctively as Adam and Eve did.
When God asked Adam what he had done, he pointed at Eve and said it is her fault, then when God asked
Eve what have you done? She pointed at the snake and said it is the snakes fault.
We still pass the buck today.
We try to escape our own guilt by justifying ourselves, or by blaming others. But the trouble is – it doesn’t
work.
When guilt first came, God was there and right from the beginning he made a way out for us, the only 
safe way out. It wasn’t the easiest but it was the safest. This topic explores a drama in the desert that 
speaks to us telling us that God wants to deal with our guilt.
God is love- therefore He dwells with us to deal with our sin.
When the epic story began, was God caught out?

 Genesis 3: 3 - 4
At first glance it would appear so, Adam and Eve are in the garden being deceived by the serpent and the 
consequence of that was death. But God being a loving God- did have a plan.
For us to be truly at peace we need a culture of forgiveness. The hardest person to forgive is our-selves.
God had a plan: Before the foundations of the earth!

 1 Peter 1: 18 – 20
knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless 
conduct received by tradition from your fathers,  but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb 
without blemish and without spot. He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you

God already had a plan of salvation ready before he crated the world.
How did the plan work out?
After the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had two children, Cain and Abel – Cain committed a sin and was 
upset he ended up murdering his brother

 Genesis 4: 3- 4
 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the ground 
to the Lord. Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected 
Abel and his offering,

The first children Cain and Able – 
Cain did not follow the worship that God had set
Able followed the worship that God had ordained–
Cain was angry because his sacrifice was not accepted and he killed his brother Able
Able was obedient – Cain disobedient – the first argument was over worship style.
Why was Abel’s sacrifice accepted over Cain’s?
Abel’s sacrifice was what God required and Abel was saying God I respect you and your ways – the way of 
life and the way of selflessness. Cain chose the way of self – my way is the only way – the consequences 
of a selfish life ends up in destruction.
When humans struggle for domination and having their own way above everyone else death is the only 
long -term result.
God had a plan to show the human race that even though sin which may seem small – it results in sin – a 
lamb would die.
God’s instruction was to bring a spotless innocent lamb to be slaughtered. There had to be a cost for sin.
The great event of the Old Testament was the Exodus, the people had been in slavery and had lost sight 
of God. God had to lead them into the desert to show them worship.
This was through the sacrificial system.
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This was to show the people that the wrongs that we as humans do, has a cost –
Cain tried to bring a fruit as an offering, but a fruit does not bleed
If someone killed an apple to pay for their sin, you could say “so what”. However the horrific act of killing 
an innocent victim shows that my sin is going to cost something. But I do not have to bear that cost.
When we look back at the sacrifice of Christ it is much easier for us to visualize because it has happened. 
But the time after Eden it had not happened so this is God giving the people a physical demonstration of 
what Jesus was going to do as the Messiah, in the future.
These were a people who had no idea of what God is like or what salvation is or what grace is.
God gave the sacrificial system as a means of teaching to the people of those days, that one day a 
Messiah would come and there would be a better tomorrow.
Adam and Eve had not seen death – they had been in the garden and had only seen beauty and life – then
for their firstborn son to kill their second and seeing the repercussions, animals dying, plants dying, weeds
and thorns, they must have hungered for hope of redemption.
God told them to make a temple or a sanctuary – a dwelling place – He was going to use this to show 
them how He was going to work with them and to help them to understand the complete cost to the 
universe of human wrongdoing.

The Temple
 Three Parts, and six items of furniture!

To ask for forgiveness of God is simple – But for God to grant that forgiveness, it cost something. In fact it 
cost the whole universe!

1. Courtyard – inside courtyard a tent – the tent has two rooms
2. The Holy place (used every day) and 
3. The Most Holy Place used once a year.

 Inside were six pieces of furniture
If a person had done something wrong, they would bring a lamb or an animal sacrifice to the door of the 
Sanctuary– the person would lay his hands on the head of the lamb, confess his sin and then would cut 
the throat of the lamb. The priest takes over from this point – the human is forgiven and as far as the 
human is concerned, there is no more cost, they are free and can walk away happy.
Inside the sanctuary there is a courtyard with the alter for the burnt sacrifice. This is where the slain 
animal is burnt.
The people would only reach the door of the sanctuary they would bring the animal inside to the corner 
of the alter of burnt sacrifice where the animal was slain – the person confesses their sin over the head of 
the animal – then the priest takes over.
The person walks out of the sanctuary free.
This demonstrates that the God of the universe is approachable!
His dwelling place is with man
All we need to do is knock on the door of heaven and ask forgiveness, 
God shows us just a little of the enormity of the situation for sin.
Jesus our High Priest has paid the price by shedding His blood for my sins and I can walk away scot- free. 
Jesus takes over and does the rest for us.
(There is a symbolic transfer of the confessed sin to the lamb)
The lamb that the people confessed their sin on was a representation of Jesus. This pointed to the fact 
that one day the Messiah would die.
He who takes the sin of the world
The lamb represented Jesus symbolic of the fact that one day Jesus would die.

 The next item of furniture is the bowl where the priest would wash his hands ceremonially 
cleansing from sin.

 Inside the two room tent
The table of Holy Bread: Representing the presence of God

 Jesus said: I am the Bread of Life
The Seven branched candlestick

 Jesus said: I am the light of the world
 Alter of Incense: The incense for prayer, symbolic of the prayers ascending – a pleasing smell- God

transforms the unpleasantness of a burning sacrifice to a beautiful aroma of burning incense.

2 of 4



 Jesus our sacrifice
 Jesus the Bread of Life
 Jesus the Light of the world
 Incense representing the prayers
 The most Holy Place (Room)

One priest each year was able to go into this room: It was a dwelling place for God’s presence.
A golden box with two golden angels – a supernatural glow from God (The Shekinah Glory) The priest 
could see the Glory of God shining here.

 Exodus 25: 8- 9
Let them build me a sanctuary that I may dwell among them, according to all that I show you that is a 
pattern of the tabernacle and a pattern of all its furnishings. Just so shall you make it.

A scale model of the throne of God – King of the universe – he has confined Himself for mankind – in a 
small place so that small people could come to Him.
The earthly sanctuary is patterned on the Heavenly sanctuary –

 Exodus 25: 8 – 9
And let them make Me a sanctuary, that I may dwell among them. According to all that I show 
you, that is, the pattern of the tabernacle and the pattern of all its furnishings, just so you shall 
make it.

 Psalm God on His throne
 Acts Stephen saw the one standing on the right hand of the throne
 Revelation a description of God on His throne
 Ezekiel sees God on His throne
 Isaiah sees God on His throne
 Moses sees God on His throne
 Hebrews 8

New King James Version (NKJV)
The New Priestly Service8 Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High 
Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the 
sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man.
3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One
also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests 
who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as 
Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you 
make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”[a] 6 But now He has obtained a 
more excellent ministry, inasmuch as He is also Mediator of a better covenant, which was established on 
better promises

Who took the blood into the sanctuary?
 Exodus 28: 1 -2 

“Now take Aaron your brother, and his sons with him, from among the children of Israel, that he 
may minister to Me as priest, Aaron and Aaron’s sons: Nadab, Abihu, Eleazar, and Ithamar. 2 And 
you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty.

Only the high priest went into the Most Holy Place
The priests pointed forward to Jesus to the one who would minister for us.
Jesus fulfills the roll of not just the sacrifice but also priest and high priest. The priests all pointed forward 
to Jesus. 
Every aspect of the sanctuary point to Jesus.
God has gone to all these lengths to show us that He can forgive us He loves us so much. It is all about 
Grace! It is all about Jesus!
God makes the 1st step and He makes it as easy as possible for us.
God had a plan formulated before the beginning of the world – The plan worked out that when Adam and
Eve sinned they could bring a sacrifice to atone for their sin. That lamb pointed forward to the Lamb of 
God.
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Then God brought about the sanctuary service – all pointing forward to Jesus, the sanctuary helps us 
understand the largeness of what Jesus has done and is doing for us.
Jesus was the fulfillment of the sacrificial system.
When you understand the Old Testament you realize that it all points to Jesus.
God had a plan and this plan was formulated before the world began – the plan worked that when Adam 
and Eve sinned they sought forgiveness by bringing a sacrifice along to atone for their sins and that 
sacrifice pointed forward to a time when Jesus would die for our sins. Then as time moved on God 
developed a more formulated plan called the sanctuary that figures in scripture more than any other 
subject in the Bible. There are whole books in OT and NT. The sanctuary helps us to explain the largeness 
of the work that Jesus would do. Jesus death on the cross is only part of the whole story. Jesus ministering
as our high priest, and Jesus was the fulfillment of the sacrificial system that went on.

 1 John 1: 9
If we confess our sins He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 

Jesus has taken our guilt – we can have a knowledge and certainty of this.
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