
Beyond Search series 
Episode 6 of 14 - Beyond Lost:  6.3  Exploring Heaven

Imagine how Todd Russell and Grant Web felt when the rescue team finally broke through to them in that
mine. There were scenes of jubilation as the lifts carrying them came to the top of the mine shaft. The 
doors opened and Todd and Grant were reunited with their families home again safe after such an ordeal.
When you think of home – what images go through your mind? Country? Place? A house? People?
After His resurrection from the dead when Jesus went back home to heaven, what a welcome he must 
have received. Heaven – family – Father – the angels. 

 Psalm 24 gives a glimpse of the reception that met Him.
Heaven is preparing another glorious reception for God’s special people.
The marriage supper of the lamb
Gods special people are you and I – who have accepted Jesus
God is love – heaven is where God and love is
Beyond – another dimension
Some people believe heaven as a place where people sit on clouds, strumming away on immaterial harps 
– listening to inaudible music. Is that the Biblical picture of heaven.
In the ancient times the Bible describes heaven in three ways – people just assume that when the Bible is 
talking about heaven it is talking about the sky or stars. People then associate the stars as people coming 
back to life sitting in the sky on clouds etc. But with the modern scientific mind this is implausible and 
fantastic and unbelievable.
The Bible speaks about a 3rd place – not the atmosphere or sky but a place beyond our universe – beyond 
our time and space another dimension. Paul speaks of it.

 2 Corinthians 12: 2 - 4,
 I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago—whether in the body I do not know, or whether 
out of the body I do not know, God knows—such a one was caught up to the third heaven. 3 And I
know such a man—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows— 4 how he 
was caught up into Paradise and heard inexpressible words, which it is not lawful for a man to 
utter. 

A 3rd heaven – paradise – a real place where God lives
A place where we can live with God
Some love to wonder what lies beyond and the Bible says that although heaven describes the sky and the 
stars – there is another dimension where God lives.
The Bible does not only present this as a place where God lives but also as a place where we too have the 
opportunity to live with God.

 Revelation 21: 4- 5
 ‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or pain, 
for the old order of things has passed away.” 5 He who was seated on the throne said, “I am making 
everything new!” Then he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and true.”

This has special meaning for those who have lost loved ones – there will come a time when pain and grief 
will be gone.

 Revelation 21 3: And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, “Look! God’s dwelling place is 
now among the people, and he will dwell with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God.

The thing that we miss most when we are away from home is our family. Here we will be with our father 
in heaven. Our family of God! Being with God and being able to worship Him face to face.
Heaven is more than God - 
It is a real place with real things, not a boring place where people are spirits floating on clouds plucking 
harps.
Luke talks about Jesus, a real resurrection, real body with scars, he ate with the disciples.
We will be as real as we are now! 

 Luke 24: 37 – 39 Flesh and bones
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But they were terrified and frightened, and supposed they had seen a spirit. 38 And He said to them, 
“Why are you troubled? And why do doubts arise in your hearts? 39 Behold My hands and My feet, 
that it is I Myself. Handle Me and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”

Jesus ate with His disciples after he was resurrected.
 Philippians 3: 20 
 But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, 21 
who, by the power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will transform our lowly 
bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.

The time is coming when our bodies will be like His resurrected body. We will be flesh and bones – we will
be able to eat and be real people doing real things.
We will see and recognize people  - but we will have a perfect body.

 Isaiah 65: 21 – 22 They shall build houses and inhabit them;They shall plant vineyards and eat 
their fruit.
They shall not build and another inhabit;They shall not plant and another eat;For as the days of a 
tree, so shall be the days of My people,And My elect shall long enjoy the work of their hands.
They shall not labor in vain,

They shall build houses and inhabit them – they will be active, constructive – individual – creative.
If we were mere spirits why would we need to plant vineyards and need a house. Then there is the tree of
life.

 Revelation 22: 1- 2 
Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from the 
throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On each side of 
the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit every month. And 
the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations.

This is for our eternal healing – a tree that has 12 different kinds of fruit a tree that can feed the 
multitudes.
The reality of heaven is spoken of so much in His Word.

 John 14: 1-3 
“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house 
are many mansions;if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also.

Jesus believes and teaches heaven – it’s a real place –
Many people do not believe that heaven is a real place but the Bible is clear on this matter.
No marriage in heaven: some people don’t like to think of this but if God created something so wonderful 
as marriage here, just think what He will create in heaven! It will be massively awesome.

 Luke 20:  35 – 36 But those who are considered worthy of taking part in the age to come and in 
the resurrection from the dead will neither marry nor be given in marriage, 36 and they can no 
longer die; for they are like (or equal to) the angels. They are God’s children, since they are 
children of the resurrection.

We are sons and daughters of the resurrection – Jesus was recognized as a man.
 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 

For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and 
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and 
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus 
we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

For the LORD Himself will descend – Not an angel not human being but the same Jesus that went up into 
heaven.
Audible- visible – then the dead in Christ shall rise first –
Then the living – to be caught up to meet the Lord in the air

 1 Corinthians 15: 51- 52 We will be changed
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed— 52 in a moment, 
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be 
raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
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 Revelation 21: 1 – 2 A new heaven and a new earth
Now I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away. Also there was no more sea. 2 Then I, John,[a] saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a loud
voice from heaven saying, “Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with 
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God 
will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. 
There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

The city of God comes down to earth – This new earth becomes the center of the universe
 Revelation 21: 4 

And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”

 Revelation 22: 17
And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who 
thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.
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