Beyond Search series
Episode 6 of 14 - Beyond Lost: 6.1 The Search for Rescue

If you were lost at sea or maybe trapped in a mine — to know a rescuer was coming to save you
would be the most exciting thing you could ever hear.
Imagine what it would be like to be on the ocean for days like Tony Bullimore and then finally
hear that tap, tap, tap on the boat hull.
The wonderful news is that we are going to be rescued too. The Bible tells us that Jesus Christ is
going to return to the earth to be our rescuer.
How will Jesus come back?
What signs should we look for?
Who is going to be rescued?
Am | going to be ready for the rescue?
God is love, therefore He is coming back to get us.
What is going to happen when Jesus returns?
The Bible tells us a lot about what will happen when Jesus returns.
There is a saying if someone knew what was happening “he would turn in his grave’. But when
Jesus come back people will do more than just turn in their graves.
e 1 Thessalonians 4: 16 — 17
For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an
archangel, and with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who
are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord
in the air. And thus we shall always be with the Lord.
He is coming with a shout, trumpets, together with the dead in Christ who are raised from the
graves, then we who are alive and remain will meet the Lord in the air.
o Matthew 25: 31 Coming with all his holy angels
“When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with Him, then He wiill
sit on the throne of His glory.
We may wonder how many angels are there?
The book of Daniel describes at least 100.000 thousands upon thousands.
When Jesus comes back, He is coming back with the angels, millions of them.
e Revelation 1: 7 Every eye will see Him and even those who pierced Him,
Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who pierced
Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. Even so. Amen.
This will be a huge worldwide event — the whole world will be able to see Jesus.
When it says those who pierced Him- does this mean that they will be resurrected. The Bible
says that the dead will be raised — when Jesus comes back.
It is often thought that when Jesus comes back it would be a wonderful thing to be near a
cemetery. Imagine the graves opening up. CNN will not have to break it to the world. Everyone
will see it for themselves.
How can every eye see Him at once?
The Bible makes it clear that when God created this world He spoke and it was done — just like
He created the sun, everyone sees the sun.
It doesn’t say everyone sees him at once.
Maybe Jesus goes around the earth and picks up His redeemed from the face of the planet.
Maybe God sends his angels to surround the earth
So it will be a visible event
It will be a loud, with the trumpet calls and the shout
It will be a public event- every eye will see
The dead will be raised
This suggests that the coming of Jesus will not be very secretive.
In fat it is like lightening — you cannot miss it.
e Matthew 24: 27
For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming
of the Son of Man be.
Nobody can miss this — there will be no fireworks to compare
How can | know that what this is saying here is true?



Going back to the Bible — the Bible prophesied that Jesus would be born on this earth — and the
place even mentioned — Bethlehem — History proves that Jesus was born there. And then Jesus
worked on this earth for 3 %2 years but at the end of His ministry when He was taken up into
heaven.
e Acts1:10-11T
And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood
by them in white apparel, 11 who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up
into heaven? This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in
like manner as you saw Him go into heaven.” This same Jesus — He will come in the
same way you have seen him go.
It is important to note the Bible tells us He will come in like manner. In other words His coming will
be visible, audible, real, physical — not a spiritual or secret way. He will come back the same way
He left but in a more glorious amazing manner.
We can trust the Bible because the Bible has always been truthful in prophecy. All of the
predictions about Jesus coming the first time were fulfilled.
Jesus said, “I will come again”
Because Jesus said it — we need to believe it.
What are some signs that a skeptic could have confidence that the Bible is true today.
Signs that the Bible is true: look at the turbulence in society
e Matthew 24:6 -8
And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for all these
things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences, and earthquakes in
various places. All these are the beginning of sorrows.
These things are the beginning of sorrows — when we see these things we know that His coming
is near. It is the beginning of the end.
Woman in labor — contractions start far apart, as the birth draws nearer so do the contractions
increase in time and frequency.
Today we see calamity after calamity — governments are now preparing for calamity. We are told
to prepare with emergency Kits.
Even when communities prepare for calamities they are too overpowering — the sizes and the
frequency of calamities are increasing.
Something is happening — the good news is that Jesus will come soon.
o Matthew 24: 14
And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations,
and then the end will come.
Voltaire predicted that Christianity would become extinct and that the Bible would only be found in
a museum — However the opposite happened — Voltaire is now in a museum and the Bible is the
best selling book on earth.
Christianity began with 11, there are more than 2.5 billion followers of Jesus.
It was the testimony of the 11 that grew Christianity.
Jesus predicted that the gospel would go to the whole world
Christianity began with some pretty ordinary people and today we are living in a world where that
capacity is being fulfilled. Internet — twitter — Facebook and many other sources are being used.
It was the testimony of the 11 , their lifestyle, their belief in a resurrected Jesus — they were able
to grow the congregation.
They didn’t understand the mission of Jesus Christ — they thought He was coming to establish an
earthly Kingdome and it was only after He had died and went back to Heaven and Jesus sent
His Spirit they were able to go out and preach the Gospel.

o When is Jesus returning? Revelation says “Behold | come quickly”
This was written over 2000 years ago.
o Why the delay? 2 Peter 3: 9

The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
He is not slack concerning His promise — He wants us to be ready- We are worth waiting for.



A young man who wanted to get a girl could not attract her attention so he decided to send her a
boquet of roses, one day she opened the door and there was a beautify boquet on the door step
— there was a little not attached

The line that stole her heart went like this

“You are somebody | would like to get to know better and if someday you might be interested in
someone like me then | think you are worth waiting for.

We are worth waiting for.

He will come like a thief: When we least expect it.

If | believe that Jesus is coming again, how should | live?

Study — prayer — fellowship — watch and pray — be aware — repent- acknowledge we are sinners
in need of a savior.

When Tony Bullimore heard the rescuers — he did something — He swam out from underneath the
boat and swam toward them.
We are told to watch and pray —
One way to be ready is to acknowledge that we are sinners in need of a Savior. We need
rescuing.
The work of saving us is an expenside
Saving us was an expensive exercise
See what it cost heaven!
You are valued — The king of the universe came to rescue you.
Jesus would have done this for any one of us.

e John 3: 16

For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in
Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

God initiated the rescue
When Jesus returns to the earth it will be a noisy even — the voice of the archangel — the trumpet
of God — every person will see Him, the angels will come back with Him. There will be a huge
earthquake and the dead in Christ will be raised, and those of us who are still living will be caught
up to meet the Lord in the air. No-one knows the exact day but we do know as we look at the
world falling to pieces. Just like the leaves tell us that Summer is near so do the events in the
world tell us that Jesus is coming soon.
We as individuals must be ready
At the moment wrong is on the throne — when Jesus comes back right will be on the throne.

e Titus2: 11-13
11 For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. 12 It teaches us to say
“No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in
this present age, 13 while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great
God and Savior, Jesus Christ,
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