Beyond Search series
Episode 5 of 14 - Beyond Heroes: 5.3 What is GOD like?

We are both adopted and born into this family spiritually
God uses family language to illustrate the relationship He wants to have with us.
Father — children — bride and Groom — Brothers and sisters and others

God says when we accept Jesus we join the whole family in heaven and on earth.
God asks us to address him Our Father in Heaven
Never call anyone on earth our father in a spiritual sense

What does God reveal to us about Himself?
e 1John4:8 Godis love
e Exodus 20: 2 —3 There is only One God (monotheistic)
In the beginning God (Eloihim) El a reference to God’s name oi a connector him is plural.
In the first verse God is sharing with us that He is not a single identity but they are a plurality of Gods
within the person of God.

It goes on to say “let US make man in Our image.
e Genesis 1: 26
e Genesis 3: 22
e Genesis11:7
Right in the early parts of scripture is looks at the plurality of God.
There is a fellowship, a relationship within the God head.
When God says “let US make man in Our image” he is sharing that need of relationship in the heart of
man.
Deuteronomy 6: 4 Hear our God the Lord of Israel the Lord is One,
e Genesis 2: 24 A man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife and they shall
become one (plural) flesh (singular).
This is an object lesson: Just as two people become one the God in the Godhead are one, one in mind,
one in thought, one in action, they are perfectly united as one.
Hebrew word Ecad: means one among others.
The same word used for marriage the two become one (among others)
There other words that means one alone.
All three members of the Godhead together
Conception
When He was Baptized
The great commission
The word trinity is not in the Bible
The word itself is not found in the Bible but the context of God is in three persons.
A balance as God is unfolding His nature to us
Why is this important?
God is love, love is something that does not exist on its own
God was love before humans
If human love cannot exist alone,
Agape love: unconditional love, self sacrifice, self abandoning
This depth of love exists within the Godhead
e Matthew 28: 18 Baptizing in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
Equality, they are all in the same sentence.
Each one exalts and honors the other.
All three are involved in the plan of salvation
Very difficult to explain in human terms: We use human terms
e 1 Timothy 3: 16 Great are the mysteries
Water= solid- ice, fluid — water — vapor — steam
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What evidence do we have that Jesus is God?
e Isaiah 57:15, 6: 1, 52: 13, Jesus high and exalted: lifted up
e Mark 2: 9 The Son of Man has authority to forgive sins
e John 8: 58 Jesus claims to be the Great | Am, the self existing One. The Jews did not
misunderstand this they picked up stones to throw at Him.
What about the Holy Spirit?
Is the Holy Spirit a person or just and influence?
e He hasawill: Acts 16: 7 — 8, 1 Corinthians 12: 11,
e The Holy Spirit has a mind: Romans 8: 26 — 27,
e Feels grief — Grieve not the Holy Spirit: Ephesians
e He has influence: John 16: 8
e He will convict the world of sin: John 16: 8
e He gives instruction: Nehemiah9: 20, 1 Timothy 4: 1, Luke 12: 12,
e Has the capacity to love: Romans 5: 5 (God is Love)
These are all elements of a being
He is referred to as a person
e John 16: 13 — 14 However, when “HE” the Spirit of Truth has come, HE will guide you into all
truth, for HE will not speak of it Himself, of His own authority, but whatsoever, HE hears, He will
speak, He will tell you things to come, He will glorify me, for He will take on what is mine and will
declare it to you.
The Greek word for Spirit is Pneuta, not masculine or feminine but Jon deliberately uses HE, the Holy
Spirit as a person.

What is the purpose of the Holy Spirit?

His ministry is to convict us of our sin so that when we see Jesus we can embrace the great agape love
that He offers us.

He is desperate to save us.

There is one God manifested in three persons

The Bible teaches they are all divine, they all have the same attributes
e John 3: 2 Beloved now we are the children of God

The God of the universe wants us to be his children, part of His family.
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