
Beyond Search series 
Episode 5 of 14 - Beyond Heroes:  5.1 The search for a Savior

Predictions of Jesus
Why does the a desire for a hero develop so naturally in young children? Is it because we sense that we 
need help – that we need someone bigger than ourselves – even bigger than our parents, to give us 
security and protection. Do we sense at an early age that life is threatening? In every classic movie and in 
the epic story that is unfolding around us there is both a villain and a hero. There is romance and a 
struggle between the bad and the good. A bit like comic book stories.
Jesus is the hero of prophecy, He has planted His banner of victory in the center of history. In fact we 
reference all time from that point. B.C. and A.D. 
He is the answer to hear and insecurity and He promises that good will ultimately triumph.
This topic looks a just a few of the incredible predictions about His coming to earth the first time and how 
He fulfilled them.
Dannielle giving her impression of Bethlehem: We read in the Bible and we sing about Bethlehem and the 
fact that Jesus was born there, felt amazing. But the thing that was going through her mind was the fact 
that more than 700 years before the birth of Jesus it was predicted in the Bible that He would be born in 
Bethlehem.

 Micah 5: 2
“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,Though you are little among the thousands of Judah,Yet out of 
you shall come forth to MeThe One to be Ruler in Israel,Whose goings forth are from of old,From 
everlasting.”

Over 2000 years later, Bethlehem is still there and is still known that this is the place of the birth of Jesus
There is a long distance between Nazareth and Bethlehem 
Bethlehem a tiny insignificant town how come Bethlehem
Mary who is pregnant is in Nazareth 130 kilometers from Bethlehem- pregnant women did not travel in 
those days– Caeser Augustus makes a decree, it forces Joseph and Mary to go to Bethlehem
Some people think this is a tale – and question its truthfulness, if it is a tale then why isn’t it Superman?
The thing that makes a difference is that absolutely clear, time tested predictions about what Jesus would
do, how he would do it event the well known stories of Jesus Christ – the fact that He would be born of a 
virgin. A mother with no father- for most people this would be crazy.

 Isaiah 7: 14 
Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and 
shall call His name Immanuel.

When we think about the fact that He was born in Bethlehem and His virgin birth – we can be amazed 
that this was predicted hundreds of years before.
These are not things written after the event- or even at the time of the Dead Sea Scrolls which were 
written 100- 200 years before the birth of Christ. In the Dead Sea Scroll we have the whole book of Isaiah. 
This is way before Jesus.
There are many predictions about Jesus – in fact more than 48 predictions throughout scripture.
The chances of the predictions happening to one person by chance is about 1 in 143 0’s 
Bethlehem was one of the most insignificant little village and yet the prophet, hundreds of years before 
actually pointed it out and said Bethlehem would be the place where the Messiah would spring from. 
Every school child knows that Jesus was not born in Nazareth where His parents lived but in Bethlehem.
A lot of people struggle with the virgin birth – but the clear predictions make this believable.
Jesus had to be born of a woman without a father.
Virgin’s do not give birth to babies – we know that if God can do that, then he is big enough to help us 
with our stuff today.
What is the greater miracle? That Jesus would be born of a virgin? Or that it is predicted hundreds of 
years before hand?
These are not written after the event but hundreds of years before
There are 48 prophecies about the Messiah (Jesus) every prophecy comes true.
The story has not changed with the times, this is proved by the scrolls.
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 Isaiah 61: 1 What Jesus was to do? 
“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me,Because the Lord has anointed MeTo preach good tidings to 
the poor;He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted,To proclaim liberty to the captives,And the 
opening of the prison to those who are bound;

Geoff was in prison to prove a point – the thing that was hard was going in and being bound – but to get 
out of it is wonderful.
Knowing that Jesus came for me (you) and that He loved me so much that when we accept this message –
a transformation will come in our lives. Peace and a new power to live comes upon us.
Some people say the Jews may have added these things after – but that couldn’t be true because they 
rejected Jesus as the Messiah. 
Josephus made clear records of Jesus – he also wrote about Vesuvious. He was a Jew working for the 
Roman government. Both peoples persecuting Jesus write plainly about it. However, the changed lives is 
the thing that stands out down through the ages.
After 2000 years the stories of Jesus are still relevant and there are millions of people who believe it. This 
is testimony of Jesus.
Some people need proof – nuts and bolts proof -
The things that were predicted were external to Jesus, He could not predict the manner of his death.

 Psalm 41: 9 Betrayed by a friend whom he trusted
Even my own familiar friend in whom I trusted,Who ate my bread,Has lifted up his heel against me.

It is terrible being betrayed by a friend
 Zechariah 11: 12 – 13.
Then I said to them, “If it is agreeable to you, give me my wages; and if not, refrain.” So they weighed 
out for my wages thirty pieces of silver.
And the Lord said to me, “Throw it to the potter”—that princely price they set on me. So I took the 
thirty pieces of silver and threw them into the house of the Lord for the potter.

30 pieces of silver thrown into the potter’s field predicted 800 years before silver 
How did David know that the price of the slave would be 30 pieces of silver and that silver was going to be
the currency at the time of Jesus? 

 Psalm 22: 16 – 18 His death, 
For dogs have surrounded Me;The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me.They pierced[c] My 
hands and My feet; I can count all My bones.They look and stare at Me. They divide My garments 
among them,And for My clothing they cast lots.
 Psalm 34: 20 

He guards all his bones; Not one of them is broken.
The Jewish method of capital punishment was stoning, David would not have known about crucifixion.
Crucifixion was not a form of punishment before the Romans

 Psalm 16: 10 
For You will not leave my soul in Sheol,Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.

Your Holy One is a reference to the Messiah
Sheol=  (the grave) his body would not face corruption.
The thing that distinguishes Jesus from the rest of the religions is the fact that he is alive! Resurrection!
Many people accept Jesus as a good man – they accept his ethical teaching but many of those same 
people will not accept Jesus as God. The thing that distinguishes Jesus from all other religious leaders is 
the fact that He rose from the dead.
Because He rose from the dead it means that He has the power to help us. What people fear is death and 
if Jesus can be raised from the dead – how much more he can raise us from the dead – in this we have 
hope. Hope not just from being alive again but He promises us a place without sorrow, death crying and 
pain. This prediction and fulfillment of the resurrection makes the hope a solid, certain hope.
God flaunts Himself with clear testable predictions about the life and times of Jesus – including that He 
would come back from the dead- changes lives.

 Isaiah 9: 1- 2 
Nevertheless the gloom will not be upon her who is distressed,As when at first He lightly 
esteemedThe land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,And afterward more heavily oppressed 
her,By the way of the sea, beyond the Jordan,In Galilee of the Gentiles.
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Here is a prophecy  that He was to minister in Galilee a great light shone.
A light in the darkness – People are able to go on because of this light. Jesus still heals people today from 
being in a dark place. People are healed from depression and addictions- because of the love of Jesus and 
the hope they find in Jesus.
Jesus gives us the power to hang on in tough times.
Jesus gives a confidence and a joy that is unexplainable. 
The evidence is so strong, it is truth – we can trust Jesus because the evidence is so overwhelmingly 
strong – He hasn’t asked us to believe blindly.
Hundreds of years before it all happened Jesus is predicted.
The Love of God is that He will do whatever is necessary to prove that He loves us.
We have a super hero – not someone who puts on a costume – but someone that is our hero all the time.
Paul saw all this and when he realized that Jesus was the Christ it transformed his life, from someone who
persecuted the Christians to someone will to give his life for Jesus.
Jesus in his early life, ministry passion his resurrection
He came not only to be born in Bethlehem, to minister on this earth but also to die for us.
While wrong is always on the throne at the moment soon our hero will come back to take us home. We 
have the evidence – we can trust the Bible -all that the Bible teaches is true.

 Matthew 11: 28 Come to me all you who labor and are heavy laden, I will give you rest.
Whatever, the issue, depression, burdens, sadness he is the answer.
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