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Episode 4 of 14 - Beyond Belief: 4.2 Ancient Mysteries

There are many reasons why people trust the Bible, just because the church says it is true is not a good
enough reason to believe — that is blind faith. We have to know ourselves- personally. Some people trust
it because it tells it how it is — it authentic — no cover up — no editing — co taking out the flaws. Some are
attracted because it speaks with authority, it doesn’t go into log arguments, just says it like it is.
Others find great confidence in the meaning a purpose that it brings to every day life, it tells us where we
came from and why we are here.
The Bible makes it very clear that we are worth — it says you are loved just as you are -someone cares
deeply about you.
It is a living book, it changes lives at the deepest level of thoughts and motives of the heart. But the most
compelling reason to trust the Bible is its origin ‘God’. God speaks not just of the past and the present but
also of the future.
The hundreds of prophecies set the Bible apart from all other religious books. This study will explore just
one of those prophecies that has spanned the centuries.
God is love so He reveals the future to us.
The prophecy of Daniel 2
Why is Daniel 2 so significant?
The most amazing thing about this prophecy is that it is more than 2,600 years old.
Back in the days of Israel, for about 300 years they had been on this great epic journey but had been
rebelling against God. Finally the Babylonians had come, attacked Jerusalem in 605 BC. Daniel is taken
captive back to Babylon — The king of Babylon has an amazing vision —a dream.
This scripture is also in the Dead Sea Scroll collection.
So — God comes and speaks directly to a pagan king. This is the love of God — God wants to save him and
his kingdom. But the king who has the dream and has trouble in the morning because he cannot
remember the dream and yet realized that the dream was important. Dreams were very important to the
pagan people. He calls his wise men and asks them what the dream was, and they could not know what
the dream was so could not interpret it.

e Daniel2:10-11

These astrologers and wise men are having a problem here.
What was significant about the dream?
The fact that the king called the astrologers, Chaldeans, they could not interpret the dream and could not
tell the king what he dreamed. So the king said to them that if they could not interpret the dream he
would put them to death.
He knows that if they cannot tell him what the dream is and what it means then they are fakes.
Then Daniel the prophet who was unaware of the king’s proclamation at the time. He comes into the king
and says he doesn’t know what the dream is and what it means but he said, “I serve a God in heaven, He
is able to reveal to the king his dream and the meaning of it. Daniel goes away and with his companions
they pray and God gives the same dream to Daniel and also the interpretation.

e Daniel2:31-35

So what does it mean?
We can see God’s love here, He is revealing himself and what is going to happen before it happens. This
means He does not want to surprise us. He wants to prepare us for what is to come.

e Amos3:7

The prophecy of Daniel 2 is about the history of the nations starting from the time of Babylon.

What does the head of Gold represent?
e Daniel 2: 38
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He is talking to King Nebuchadnezzar — the king of Babylon. This was a fitting symbol for Babylon. History
shows us that over the centuries from the time that Babylon fell, they took hoards of gold and treasure.
Alexandra the Great — 200 years later took away 500 camels loaded with gold. So gold was a fitting
representation of Babylon.
Babylon lasted from around 605 BC to 539 BC.
Babylon was renown by the hanging gardens. This became one of the seven wonders of the ancient world
and is right there in Iraq.
What happens next?
The Gold kingdom gives way to silver —(chest and arms of silver) another empire. This Kingdom is known
as the Mede- Persian empire. The Mede — Persians conquered the Babylonians. 539 BC to — 331 BC.
When Daniel gave the interpretation to Nebuchadnezzar he was saying- you are the head of gold — this is
where we are right now in history — you are powerful- but there will come a time when Babylon will be
conquered by another nation.
The king would have been proud to be represented as the head of gold. But it may also have been hard
because he is learning that his kingdom will not last for- ever.
The Medes and the Persians this was in the country that is today called Iran. The Cyrus cylinder is in a
museum today, telling how they conquered the Babylonians.
What was next?
The Medes and the Persians gave way to another power (the belly and the thighs of brass). The next
empire was Greece — united under Alexander the Great. Throughout history they were known as the
brazen army. Their weapons were made of brass. The Greeks never forgot that the Medes and the
Persians had destroyed the acropolis, so when they came into power they destroyed the city of Persepolis
in revenge.
The prophecy says that after you will arise another empire inferior, Gold gives way to silver, silver gives
way to Brass —the powers are declining. 331 BC to 161 BC
Then the next power was the Roman power.
168 BC the Romans took over, History confirms this, and that they were as strong as iron.
This is the Rome when Christ was born.
To rule with an iron fist — refers to Rome. (The Iron Empire)
The iron gives way to iron and clay — it is divided according to the Bible there will not be another empire.
You cannot mix iron and clay —

e Daniel 2:43

And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be a mixture and will not
remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.

We can see clearly that there will be an effort to unite the parts of Europe. When the Roman Empire
disintegrated in the West, it broke up into the barbaric tribes. There were about 10 of these tribes.
Europe was divided and that is where we are today. These 10 toes are symbolized by the inability to mix
iron with clay. Now are acknowledged as super- powers but those likened to iron are strong, clay is brittle.
Rome fell 476 AD. Rome lasted the longest of all the powers.
This is history but we also have the Dead Sea scrolls here we have a prophecy that was given 600 BC and
predicted the rise and fall of Empires in order and as it is predicted — it happens.
Jesus was born in the time of Rome; He dies, is resurrected and goes to heaven. Then Rome divides and
we are in the time of the feet of iron and clay.
There have been attempts to make Europe 1. Charlemagne 900AD, Louis the 14", Napoleon, Keiser
Wilhelm and Adolph Hitler, but were never able to make it happen.
The bible says they will not cleave one to another.
If you could get the Germans, the English and the French to agree on anything then you will be doing well.
Even the European Union in today’s society is a bunch of fractured individuals that cannot agree.
People have insisted that Europe will unite but the Bible says it will not.
Four world superpowers followed by the divided nations.
Then according to prophecy,

e Daniel 2: 44
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“In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will never be
destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them to
an end, but it will itself endure forever.
The rock that is cut out without hands is God’s kingdom, all the worldly kingdoms will be done away with
and the kingdom of God will be set up.
This will be a beautiful thing,
e Revelation 21: 4
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed away.”
This will be awesome as this will be a place where there is nothing sad, an amazing place.
This is for real!
e Daniel 2:45
This is the meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a
rock that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.
“The great God has shown the king what will take place in the future. The dream is true and its
interpretation is trustworthy.”
When we study this prophecy we can be certain that there is a God who knows the end from the
beginning. This book is not just any ordinary book.
We have seen the Babylon (the head of gold), the Medes and the Persians (chest and arms of silver),
Greece (belly and thighs of brass), Rome (legs of iron) and now we see a divided world. This has all
happened just as God said it would. We can be certain of the next part of the vision.
e Matthew 24: 35
Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.
We can have confidence in the Bible’s reliability. If we examine modern day psychics — only 13% of what
they predict is actually right — one person got it right 62% but here we see God make a prediction 2600
years ago absolutely correct. On top of this there are about 3,000 prophecies in the Bible and all have
been true. 100% true.
We can trust the Bible — this distinguishes the Bible from any other book. This would be like someone
getting up today and predicting what is going to happen in 2, 500 years away. That would be like naming
who is going to be prime minister in a hundred years time. Impossible, but not just to name them but also
to name them in order and be specific about what will happen.
Edward Gibbon “The Rise and Decline of the Roman Empire” Edward Gibbon is not a Christian but what
was staggering is that in his book, he uses the exact metals to describe the empires as Daniel did. The
same terminology. He is someone who is an authority on history and he recognizes there have only been
four world empires and today we are living in the time of the toes.
The correlation between the metals and the empires is amazing. Daniel was writing this in the time of the
head and was looking into the future. We are looking back on the past.
If the Bible can be trusted it means that we can have confidence in God.
Somebody is in control.
People invest in astrology and soothsaying etc., but the Bible says that they could not interpret it. But the
God of heaven can.
Isaiah says the grass withers, the flowers fade but the Word of our God stands forever. The wonderful
thing about this prophecy is that it tells us that God is in control. Prophecy is fulfilled accurately.
e John14:29
| have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe.
Prophecy can give us confidence that the Bible is true and the next thing to come to pass will be the stone
kingdom, the return on Jesus. The God of heaven will set up a Kingdom.
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