
Beyond Search series 
Episode 4 of 14 - Beyond Belief:  4.1  Explore The Bible

Imagine the pain of having acid injected under your fingernails
When we hold the Bible in our hands today, we have very little idea of the human cost to preserve it and 
to secure it for us. 
Tens of thousands have given their lives for it – it has been outlawed, banned, burned, criticized, locked 
away, twisted, rejected and neglected and yet it is still here. The world just can’t get rid of it.
Peter tells us ‘the Word of the Lord endures forever.’
In fact it is still the number one bestseller of all time and the most widely translated document in history.
Right now people are still translating the message into hundreds of local dialects around the world and 
New English Translations appear every year or so to present it to us in the most colloquial style we can 
understand.
We need to open the Bible and let it speak for itself.
The Bible is not the exclusive property of any church or organization.
When a church brings out its own version of the Bible – beware – there is usually a hidden agenda. When 
we see that the Bible is not just a collection of unrelated dogma but also a collection of manuscripts 
telling a cohesive narrative – a story- epic in its scope, then it really does make good sense. 
God is loving therefore He reveals Himself to us.
In today’s day and age can a thinking person still trust the Bible?
Fulfilled prophecy

 Isaiah 46: 9- 10
Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is 
none like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that are not 
yet done, Saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,’

Here is God’s declaration about prophecy – He can foretell the future and the fulfillment of those 
prophecies is one of the great arguments in favor of the Bible. There are hundreds of prophecies, 
scattered throughout the Bible- prophecies about individuals, about cities about nations, about empires, 
prophecies about the entire world. As we look at history we can see that many have been fore filled.
No prophecy from the Bible can be proved wrong.
This is a strong argument because anyone who claims to be able to reveal the future has made a big 
claim. 
Usually people who are skeptical of the Bible – haven’t read it, they are experts without reading it.
Daniel 2 speaks about the rise and fall of nations- that was predicted 2,500 years ago, the exact fulfillment
of that prophecy demonstrates authority of the Word of God.

Evidence of Archeology
Hundreds of thousands of archeological discoveries all around the Middle East have demonstrated the 
historical reliability of the Bible.
There was a time when Bible critics referred to the Bible references of the Hittites – critics said the Bible 
can’t be true – it is inaccurate because we don’t know, apart from the Bible of any evidence that the 
Hittites ever existed. But then in the early 1920s, a German archeologist working in Turkey discovered the 
ruins of the ancient Hittite capital at Atusis. The critics could no longer use that argument.
About 200 years ago it became fashionable for scholars to bring doubt upon the Bible and the 
supernatural elements of the Bible, stating they were unreasonable because they were not scientific. Ur 
of Chaldea’s was a place that many thought to be fictitious; in fact Abraham was supposed to have come 
from here. However, archeologists have now discovered Ur of the Chaldea’s. It was a real place, and that 
helped to authenticate the Bible’s historical accuracy.
This is empirical evidence that we can scientifically validate.
The third line of evidence is the manuscript evidence no other book has such a wealth of manuscript 
evidence- as depicted in the story of the Dead Sea Scrolls – this demonstrates the reliability of the Old 
Testament, but the same is true of the New Testament – more than 19,000 different manuscripts of the 
New Testament. In 1971 a fragment of the book of Revelation that has been reliably dated to the 2nd 
century AD, less than a hundred years after the New Testament had been completed. This gives us a 
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99.9% textual purity of the Bible. We know that what we read today was what was written in the original 
documents.
If we go back to Homer and the Iliad and some of the ancient books, there is nothing like this – only 
around four or five for some. Nobody doubts the script of Iliad and Homer with just three or four 
manuscripts compared to 19,000 of the New Testament. This shows the value that people placed on the 
Bible, for it to be reproduced copying it by hand – This was not what they considered to be a work of 
fiction but in fact the Word of God.
The Isaiah scroll is a complete copy of the book of Isaiah, to be so accurate- demonstrating that the Isaiah 
that we have in our Bible is the same textually. This is a testimony to the Historical accuracy of the Bible.
40 different writers – over a period of 1,500 years – imagine 40 different people today from a period of 
1500 years writing a story- there would be so many inconsistencies. The internal unity of the Bible is one 
of the evidences of its supernatural origin. Not only are we talking about 40 different writers but also that 
they come from different backgrounds – and cultures and three different continents – Africa – Asia – 
Europe where they were written. Their themes are the same – the overall picture is the same. It brings 
together the epic story of good and evil. They all uplift God, and do not uplift them selves. It is not about 
writing how great God is but about writing how great God is and what God is doing for mankind.
Even when you look back into the Old Testament for example the Children of Israel, or even the individual
that wrote, they were not shy of confessing and writing about their failures. If you see the writings of the 
Egyptians on the hieroglyphics, they only spoke of their greatness, in battles and their victories – never 
their failures. Here in the Bible we have and accurate record of the failures of Israel and the failures of 
individuals as well - in the light of God’s grace to them and the forgiveness of God. 
How does the Bible affect our lives?
Sandra: The Bible brings such clarity to life; it answers questions like – what in the world is going on – 
about relationship and everyday drama. When you spend time in the Word, it gives God a chance to 
reveal Himself to you and answer questions, to give hope and to build faith. The Bible says that faith come
from hearing and hearing by the Word of God. People who do not have faith or a belief system can 
become so discouraged. 
David Asscherick speaks of the Bible as a front door back door – at the beginning of the book you have a 
perfect God in a perfect world with perfect individuals in a perfect relationship and if you go to the back 
of the Bible it tells us about the same thing, it ends in perfect harmony. The whole Bible shows God trying 
to get back into that perfect relationship with us. The Bible is God’s way of speaking to me!
Prayer without Bible study is a one sided conversation.
What have been the most helpful things in the study of the Bible?
Peter: Peace of mind- because the Bible answers those major questions like – Where did I come from? 
Why are we here? What is the purpose of life? How should I live? What is right and what’s wrong? Where 
are we going? Do we have a future? Is there anything to look forward to?
The Bible emphatically answers those questions, which gives a great deal of personal contentment. 
Security- hope- identity –acceptance from God and freedom from shame and guilt.

 Matthew 4: 4
But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”

Jesus knew that human beings needed more than just food to survive.
The Bible speaks to individuals
The Bible also speaks to society – to culture. We belong to the Western civilization and there are many 
concerned and informed writers today who say that Western Civilization is in decline and that its days are 
numbered. These people realize that something serious is taking place and it is generally referred to as 
the decline of the West.
Why is the West declining? Western civilization was built on the Bible, not only the teachings of the Bible 
but the values of the Bible, honesty, integrity, high moral standards, freedom. As the Bible has been 
rejected and the scientific method has taken hold of human thinking the Bible has been relegated and 
there is a definite parallel between loss of belief in the Bible and the decline of Western civilization.
What is the affect of the influence of the Bible to the developing world?
In the Islands of the pacific only a few generations ago, paganism and cannibalism was rife. An Island in 
the Solomon’s a caves stacked with human sculls, they had been there since the days of headhunters – a 
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time when a young man had to bring home 30 heads, to prove his worth as a warrior. The blue waters of 
the Pacific have run red with blood – when missionaries brought the message of the Bible to these 
countries the people changed. The Bible has had an immense influence on these societies and it is 
evidence of the Bible’s power to change societies.
How did we actually get the Bible?
The Bible reveals its own origins 

 2 Peter 1: 21
For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved by 
the Holy Spirit.

The Bible says that God reveals His truth to an individual, that person is inspired to write that message 
down and to deliver it. So God inspired people to write down the message so that we could understand 
his will. These individuals never sought to promote themselves; they never claimed that it was their own 
words but that it was God message to us.
So it is communicated to the prophet so how did we, living in the 21st century get the Bible?

Copying – the ancient manuscripts were meticulously copied. The rules for copying were so exact 
so that if one single mistake was made on a page, the page was discarded. 
So we got it through the copying process and then through the translation process.
Today we have the Bible translated in English. The criticism might be that over such a long period of time 
then surely it must have been changed with mistakes and errors. However, the discovery of the Dead Sea 
scrolls validates the accuracy of the scripture from its original. The message from Isaiah before Christ is 
the same as the Isaiah we have today.
Isaiah has come down to us word for word – this is reassuring.
When I pick up the Bible today and begin to read it, I am reading the very thoughts that the prophet 
wrote down all those years ago. 
The only Bible that Jesus used was the Old Testament – when He walked on the road to Emmaus he 
opened the scripture for the disciples who exclaimed “didn’t our hearts burn within us.” 
Why would there be such a great controversy over this book, why would there be such a struggle as to 
why we should believe it or why should we doubt it?

 John 1: 1 – 5
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in 
the beginning with God. All things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made 
that was made. In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. And the light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.

Jesus was known as the Living Word of God, this is the written Word of God – what we read in the 
scriptures talks about Jesus. Luke 24 – He took two of His disciples through a journey through the 
scriptures and those scriptures referred to Him. Why would the enemy want to destroy this book? 
It is God’s message about Jesus to His people.
If this is God communicating to us, how important is it that all of us read it.
Today we can trust the Bible and thinking people around the world still do. The Bible is the number 1 Best
seller in the world, it tells of Jesus who is the hero and the solution to all the problems that we face. It is 
not only relevant to nations but also to societies it is relevant to us all.

 Jeremiah 29: 13
And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.

If we want to find Christ – we will find Him – because He wants to reveal Himself to us.
God’s love is greater than good parents.
Read the Bible and it will change your life.

We Can Believe the Bible ph: 0800 55 1844
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