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Episode 2 of 14 - Beyond Conflict: The search for meaning

Have you ever been falsely accused?
How did you feel?
When you know the accusation is absolutely not true – it hurts.
And the truth is related to our relationship with the accuser – if it is someone we hardly know then we soon 
forget it.
If it is someone close to us, like a parent, a child or a spouse then the hurt goes deep – very deep.
How do we respond? 
Have you ever wondered how God must have felt when the angel closest to Him, the one to whom He had given
the best of His wisdom and glory, the one in whom He had placed the most trust – started spreading malicious 
gossip about Him.
How would He respond? How would He disprove the accusations once and for all?
They say that actions speak louder than words – talk is cheap.
Rather than trying to settle it with a war of words, God let the actions of the accusers speak for themselves. And
planet earth is caught in that action. 
We are all in it.
God is love – therefore He risked war.
Let us see what God tells us about these accusations and the way He is letting the action clarify the truth or 
falsehood of the talk.
It is an incredible thought to think that war began in heaven.
Most people think of heaven as a paradise and to think that war began there is a shock to most people. 
However that is what the Bible reveals.
It talks about two great forces in the war – God being the supreme being in the universe and the other being 
called Lucifer – Satan  - the devil – as a very powerful being but nevertheless a created being.

 Ezekiel 28: 14 -15 (About Lucifer)
“You were the anointed cherub who covers; I established you; You were on the holy mountain of 
God; You walked back and forth in the midst of fiery stones.
You were perfect in your ways from the day you were created, Till iniquity was found in you.
 He was a Created being, perfect until sin was found in him

What was the core issue that led to Lucifer’s rebellion and war? 
It was the issue of self. 
Anti Christ (Greek) = In place of Christ

 Isaiah 14: 12 – 14
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! How you are cut down to the 
ground, You who weakened the nations!
For you have said in your heart: ‘I will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of
God; I will also sit on the mount of the congregationOn the farthest sides of the north;
I will ascend above the heights of the clouds, I will be like the Most High.’

So Lucifer wanted to be like God – He wanted the power and the status but he didn’t want the character of 
God.
War in heaven is remarkable – we all want to go to heaven.
There is more of a description in Revelation

 Revelation 12: 7 -9 War in heaven
And war broke out in heaven: Michael and his angels fought with the dragon; and the dragon and his 
angels fought, but they did not prevail, nor was a place found for them in heaven any longer. So the 
great dragon was cast out, that serpent of old, called the Devil and Satan, who deceives the whole 
world; he was cast to the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.

We can see that Satan wanted to replace God. He did not want to accept his place as a created being – he 
wanted to replicate or unseat God. 
The war is now over in heaven because the devil was cast out. Unfortunately for us he ended up here on 
earth.

1 of 4



Compare God’s purpose motives and actions with Lucifer’s purpose, motives and actions. 
The Bible depicts this beautiful planet, resplendent in its glory that God creates for a purpose – and that is to 
place two newly created beings – Adam and Eve on it. And then we find Lucifer attempting to undermine 
that. It becomes clear that God warns Adam and Eve that there is a deception that will come to them. He 
warns them it will come from a tree and He told them how to avoid it;
There are two trees one is the tree of life and the other is the tree of good and evil. He warns them not to eat
of that tree. 

God’s warning came with freedom of choice.
Choice is very important – as it is spoken of in other conversations – for us to serve God and have a relationship 
with Him – we must first love Him
You cannot force people to love you
If there is a relationship based on coercion you cannot have the freedom that is required to have love.
When God put Adam and Even on this earth – He gave them the entire garden but because he wanted to give 
them a choice so that every day they could chose to love Him or not – He gave them the option of eating from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, if they made that choice to disobey Him and eat of it- this would 
reveal their lack of love, trust and respect of God.
The attack on God through the great controversy is an attack on love – an attack on the character of God.
When God made Adam and Eve He made everything except their character and the individual must develop 
character. 
How do we develop character you must have a choice. God warned them and tells them in Genesis 2 not to eat 
from the tree because if they do – then they will die.
Lucifer approaches them in the guise of a serpent.
Lucifer’s attack is on love – God’s character – God is Love

 Genesis 3: 1 – 4 Undermines God’s love
Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field, which the Lord God had made. And 
he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?”
 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden;  but of the fruit
of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘you shall not eat it, nor shall you touch 
it, lest you die.’”
Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die.

The first thing that the serpent does is to undermine God’s authority by actually placing words in God’s 
mouth. 
He asks “Has God said you cannot eat of any the trees, and the woman said – no there is just one tree, and 
the serpent goes on to say that you will not die.
There is a concept in the Bible that sometimes in our thinking in our lives we only see our small community 
and ourselves. But the fact is that we are in a cosmic war and we are not spectators but are actually actors in 
that great drama. 

 1 Corinthians 4: 9 
For I think that God has displayed us, the apostles, last, as men condemned to death; for we have 
been made a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 

We are a spectacle to other worlds like in an arena or theater, the drama is being played out. If we were to 
judge a whole play on just one act, we would probably not get the whole story. We need to see the entire 
play.
The Bible gives us that play in its entirety.
What is the bigger story that God gives us rather than we as individuals instead of the whole universe being 
involved in this matter.

 (You cannot have love without risk of rebellion)
The story of Job
Job starts off with and interesting scenario – the sons of God gathers in heaven and the devil comes among 
them. A conversation takes place where Satan makes an accusation and God refutes the accusation by saying 
that there is a man on earth who follows me, he is righteous and has faith and he loves me. God was referring to
Job. Satan come back by say of course he follows you. You have given him all kinds of blessings – the story then 
revolves around those blessings being taken away from Job and Satan attacks Job – Yet Job remains faithful. Job 
says I will trust God even if it kills me. 
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Finally Job is rewarded for his faith.
This story illustrates that what happens here on earth is not just about you or myself or the human race – it is 
about the character of God – Satan making an accusation against God’s character with the entire universal order
at stake.
Who’s going to be in charge? Which side are the rest of the angels going to take? It is implied in Job that there 
are other created beings. I we know God created one world there is no reason to believe He may not have 
created others. The question is which side will these being take and to make his point – the devil points to the 
earth and the corruption on the earth and the unfaithfulness on the earth. He makes the claim that God is 
unjust and that nobody can follow Him
When people chose God it refutes the devil’s accusation and when we have faith it seen by a far greater 
audience than ourselves on this earth.
It all comes down to the character of God and the fact that God is love. And right from the beginning Satan 
attacked God’s character. Is God really love?
Does He mean what He says?
Had God just made us into robots – and let us do only what He wanted us to do so that sin never came into it – 
that is not an act of love.
God had to give a period of time where all the sons of God, all the angels who had been lied to, were forced to 
make a decision. Is God a God of love or is He not? Should Satan reign? God had to let things play out for a 
lifetime to make that decision.

The question often asked if God is all -powerful why didn’t he destroy the devil?
Question! Can God be trusted?
Had God wiped out Lucifer immediately – the question would not have been answered.  
Can God be trusted?
The problem would still be there – Lucifer was a powerful and influential angelic being – one that God had 
anointed and given position.
Other angels may have looked upon Lucifer as an authority. 
If God had wiped out Lucifer then the question would not have been answered.
If God wiped out Lucifer and sin, others would have had questions
If God had destroyed the devil he would have had service and loyalty and obedience but not love, based on fear.
This would have left a great question mark. Without sin playing out to the end, there would have been no 
reason for questioning him.
Love must have freedom
Imagine a couple staying together because she is afraid of him – that is not love.
The Bible tells us we are moving toward a resolution: we have hope
The Bible expresses the fact that we are in a war. There is a spiritual battle going on around us.

 Ephesians 6: 12 We do not wrestle against flesh and blood
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the 
rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.

Ultimately what will happen?
We are not in the stands, we are all participating in this weather we like it or not.

 Luke 11: 23 
He who is not with Me is against Me, and he who does not gather with Me scatters.

We cannot sit on the fence with this; to not make a decision is a decision in itself. God is going to ultimately 
bring about the end to evil and suffering.
It is not always going to be like it is right now.
When a disaster happens it is always referred to as an act of God
Nobody ever says I woke up this morning in good health; it is an act of God
My child kissed me and told me she loves me – it is an act of God. Anything to do with health and love and 

life – those are acts of God. When it comes to bad things we know a couple of things. All suffering and all pain 
are all results of sin and not acts of God. 
God is all-powerful and knowledgeable if that is so he is permitting this to happen. And if he is permitting sin to 
happen is He complicit?
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If this world were perfect then it would not be a sinful world 
It is a sinful world because of choice. If you do not have freedom of choice then you cannot have love.

God will make all things new
We live in a terrible, sinful world where bad things happen – the only alternative to that is a lack of free will, 
which extinguishes love.
You cannot have freedom of will without the possibility that the person will choose to do the wrong thing.
You cannot have love without risking rebellion.
We recognize there is good in the world, there is love in the world – it is the evidence of Gods hand in the world.
The rebellion started in heaven – not on this earth.
Then it came down and spread to earth, we are not just spectators we are actors and Jesus death on the cross 
guarantees that if we do the right thing – if we chose God – ultimately we will triumph with Christ when He 
returns. 
All that is going on today is part of the great epic story of right and wrong.
The Bible helps us to see that there is good in the world and while terrible things are happening 
Jesus death: If we choose Him we have hope

 Deuteronomy 30: 19 
 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you that I have set before you life and death, for 
blessings as well as cursing – therefore chose life.

God is appealing here to chose life – God is appealing to us like a parent who is pleading with us to choose 
life.
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