
Lesson 12 for March 21, 2020



Persia. Daniel 11:1-2

Greece. Daniel 11:3-4

Ptolemies and Seleucids. Daniel 11:5-14

Imperial Rome. Daniel 11:15-28

Papal Rome. Daniel 11:29-39

The End Time. Daniel 11:40-45

1st vision 2nd vision 3rd vision

Media-Persia 7:5 8:3-4 11:2

Greece (Alexander the Great)
7:6

8:5-7 11:3

Greece is divided 8:8 11:4-14

Imperial Rome 7:7 8:9-11 11:15-28

Papal Rome 7:8 8:12 11:29-39

The End Time 7:13-14 8:13-14 11:40-45

The Second Coming 7:27 8:25 12:1-3

Daniel was shown 
three visions between 
the first year of 
Belshazzar and the 
third year of Cyrus.

Each vision was more 
detailed than the 
previous one. They 
explain the 
experience of God’s 
people in each 
moment of history.

We may understand the historical outline in Daniel 11 better 
if we study how the three visions are related to each other.



Gabriel showed Daniel how God was in control 
of that historical moment (10:13, 20; 11:1). 
Then, he explained what would happen next.

The three Persian kings after Cyrus were 
Cambyses, Smerdis and Darius. The fourth one 
was Xerxes (King Ahasuerus in the books of 
Ezra and Esther).

Darius tried to invade Greece, but he was 
defeated at Marathon. Xerxes got to Athens, 
but he was also defeated.

The way those kings are introduced is parallel 
to the prophecies of Amos. In that prophecy, 
God forgives three sins of a kingdom, but it is 
sentenced because of a fourth sin.

Cambyses

Xerxes

Darius Smerdis



The Hellenic states joined forces to confront 
Xerxes. Greece became a strong nation that 
defeated Persia 150 years after that.

Philip of Macedon brought Greece and Macedon 
together. His son–Alexander the Great–began the 
conquest of Persia in 334 BC. He had already 
conquered all the Persian Empire when he died 
in 323 BC.

His empire was divided into four large kingdoms: 
the Seleucid Empire, the Ptolemaic Kingdom, the 
Greco-Bactrian Kingdom (Cassander) and the 
Indo-Greek Kingdom (Lysimachus).

God is control of history. He foretold these events 
centuries in advance.

Cassander
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The king of the north and the king of the south represent different kings and 
kingdoms until the End Time. Therefore, their identity varies as the events 
unfold.

Initially, the king of the south is the dynasty of 
the Ptolemaic kings (Egypt), and the king of the 
north is the dynasty of the Seleucid kings (Syria). 
Palestine–the promised land for the Jews–was 
located between the two kingdoms.

Antiochus IV Epiphanes tried 
to Hellenize Israel. The 
Maccabees rebelled against 
this, and Israel and Rome 
signed a treaty to help each 
other. Antiochus IV

Seleucid Empire

Ptolemaic Empire

Palestine



“With the force of a flood they shall be swept away 
from before him and be broken, and also the prince of 

the covenant.” (Daniel 11:22)

Several people and events of the Roman Empire at Jesus’ time are mentioned:

“one who imposes 
taxes” (v. 20). 

Caesar Augustus: 
His census moved 

Joseph to 
Bethlehem.

“a vile person” 
(v. 21). Tiberius: 

Jesus was crucified 
during his reign.

“they shall be swept 
away… and also the 

prince of the 
covenant.” (v. 22). 

Israel was no longer 
a nation since 

70 AD.

Daniel 11:27-28 describes the growth of the Church since Constantine’s reign. 
However, the transition from the Pagan Rome to the Papal Rome wouldn’t 
happen until 538 AD, “for the end will still be at the appointed time.”



PA PA L  R O M E

The nature of the king of the north changes. Now it 
represents a political-religious power: the “little horn” 
wants to usurp God’s position (11:36; 7:25; 8:12).

The Sanctuary is cast down, the daily 
sacrifices are taken away and the abomination 
of desolation comes (11:31; 8:11). All this is 
fulfilled by Imperial Rome and the attack 
against the Heavenly Sanctuary of Papal Rome 
(Matthew 24:3, 15; Luke 21:7, 20).

The attack against the people of 
God “for the appointed time” 
(v. 35) is the persecution that lasted 
for 3 and a half years between 538 
AD and 1798 AD. Some Christians 
were killed (v. 33) and others were 
delivered (v. 34).



(Daniel 11:32)



The time of the end (v. 40) began in 1798 AD. France 
attacked Papacy by stripping them of their political 
power momentarily. In Revelation 11:8, France is 
represented by Egypt, an atheistic power.

Once his wound is healed (Rev. 12:17; 13:3), the king of 
the north attacks the Remnant which is represented by 
“the Glorious Land” (v. 41), Zion (Rev. 14:1).

Many will join the Remnant (Edom, Moab, 
Ammon, v. 41) during the preaching of the triple 
message (Rev. 14:6-12).

Then, the king of the north will join his enemies in a 
triple alliance (v. 43; Rev. 16:13). They will gather 
many people together (seas) to attack the Remnant. 
However, they will be destroyed at the Second 
Coming of Jesus (v. 45; Rev. 16:15-21).



“All that God has in prophetic history 

specified to be fulfilled in the past has been, 

and all that is yet to come in its order will 

be. Daniel, God’s prophet, stands in his 

place. John stands in his place. In the 

Revelation the Lion of the tribe of Judah 

has opened to the students of prophecy the 

book of Daniel, and thus is Daniel standing 

in his place. He bears his testimony, that 

which the Lord revealed to him in vision of 

the great and solemn events which we must 

know as we stand on the very threshold of 

their fulfillment.”
E.G.W. (Selected Messages, vol. 2, cp. 12, p. 109)


