
Lesson 8 for February 23, 2019



The chapter 12 of Revelation is a summary of the 
history from Jesus’ first coming to the End Time. It 
reveals that Satan is the one responsible for all the 
problems the Church has faced.

Jesus exposes him so we can understand the reality 
we cannot see. There’s a spiritual war, and we are 
pawns that Satan is using to harm God.

God is doing everything possible to save the most 
people possible, and to bring them to His Kingdom. 
God’s strategy and the devil’s strategy are 
completely different.

Satan’s war against Jesus:

The snatched child

Satan is defeated

Satan’s war against the Church:

The woman at the wilderness

The Remnant

Satan’s strategy



“She bore a male Child who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron. And her 
Child was caught up to God and His throne.” (Revelation 12:5)

How should the symbols in Revelation 12:1-5 be interpreted?

❑ Jesus, who will rule with a rod of iron (Rev. 19:15)
❑He was taken to Heaven to be exalted (Acts 2:33)

❑ The Church of God (2Co. 11:2; Song 6:10)
❑Dressed as the Sun of justice, Christ (Mal. 4:2)
❑On the Moon. Based on the Word of God, the 

revelation of the glory of Christ

❑ Satan (Rev. 12:9)
❑His tail is a tool for deception (Is. 9:14-15)
❑He deceived a third of the angels and threw them 

down to Earth (Rev. 12:4)

The woman

The dragon

The child

Satan had waited for the Messiah since the beginning to destroy Him. He used 
Herod and Rome to do so, but he couldn’t defeat Him (Mt. 2:13-16; Jn. 19:6; 
Rev. 12:5).



When Satan rebelled at Heaven, he was thrown into 
“chains of darkness.” (Is. 14:12-15; 2P. 2:4)

He tried to tempt the created 
worlds, and he succeeded in 
tempting Eve. He became the 
“serpent of old.” (Gn. 3:1-6)

God allowed him to enter Heaven 
as the representative of Earth 
(Job 1:6; 2:1).

Since Jesus’ death, he has been 
denied access to Heaven. The 
angels and the non-fallen worlds 
have no more doubts on Satan’s 
character (Rev. 12:9-12).

Satan was defeated, but he is allowed to control the Earth 
and its inhabitants in a limited way.



“But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that 
she might fly into the wilderness to her place, where she is 
nourished for a time and times and half a time, from the 
presence of the serpent.” (Revelation 12:14)

Satan got angry when he was expelled from Heaven, 
so he tried to harm God by attacking what He loves 
the most: His Church (Zec. 2:8).

The waters the dragon used to 
attack the pure Church are the 
same waters on which the 
apostate church stands: 
unconverted crowds 
(Rev. 12:15; 17:15).

Those who remained faithful to God were persecuted, 
especially between years 538 AD and 1798 AD (for 
1,260 years).

They sought refuge in underpopulated areas (the 
wilderness). For example, the Waldensians and the 
Pilgrim Fathers did so.



The Remnant—the 
remainder—can be an 
individual or a group.

In Elijah’s time, 7,000 
people were part of the 

Remnant. They remained 
faithful individually.

In Zerubbabel’s time, those 
who returned from Babylon 

to Jerusalem were part of 
the Remnant as a group.

In the End Time, there 
will be two types of 

Remnant.

The individuals who fulfill as 
much of God’s will as they 
know, and cling to Jesus as 

their personal Savior.

A group of people—a 
Church—that keeps the 

Commandments and has the 
testimony of Jesus Christ.



The Remnant would emerge after 1798 
AD. They would have two characteristics:

1. They keep the Commandments of God
The final controversy will deal with 
worshipping God or the beast
That involves the 4 first 
commandments, especially the 
Sabbath (Rev. 14:7)

2. They have the testimony of Jesus Christ
Revelation 19:10 explains that “the testimony 
of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy”
Since 1844, the spirit of prophecy was 
manifested through the ministry and writings 
of Ellen G. White



SATAN’S STRATEGY
“Then I heard a loud voice saying in heaven, ‘Now salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our God, and the power of His Christ have 
come, for the accuser of our brethren, who accused them before our 
God day and night, has been cast down.’” (Revelation 12:10)

Satan has tried to destroy the Church by using 
persecution and subtle compromise, bringing 
pagan customs and philosophies into the 
Church.

Since 1798, he’s using a new—and old at the 
same time—tactic: deception. For example, the 
evolutionist theories and modern spiritualism.

Satan’s deception work is part of the story from 
Revelation 12:9 to 20:7-10. The focus in that 
passage is the events during the End Time.

That work is carried out by the dragon (modern 
spiritualism), the beast from the sea (Roman 
Catholicism) and the best from the earth 
(apostate Protestantism) [see Mark 13:22].



“Some will be tempted to receive these wonders as 

from God. The sick will be healed before us. 

Miracles will be performed in our sight. Are we 

prepared for the trial which awaits us when the 

lying wonders of Satan shall be more fully 

exhibited? Will not many souls be ensnared and 

taken? By departing from the plain precepts and 

commandments of God, and giving heed to fables, 

the minds of many are preparing to receive these 

lying wonders. We must all now seek to arm 

ourselves for the contest in which we must soon 

engage. Faith in God’s word, prayerfully studied and 

practically applied, will be our shield from Satan’s 

power and will bring us off conquerors through the 

blood of Christ.”

E.G.W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, cp. 61, p. 302)



“The omnipotent power of the Holy Spirit is the 

defense of every contrite soul. Not one that in 

penitence and faith has claimed His protection will 

Christ permit to pass under the enemy’s power. 

The Saviour is by the side of His tempted and tried 

ones. With Him there can be no such thing as 

failure, loss, impossibility, or defeat; we can do all 

things through Him who strengthens us. When 

temptations and trials come, do not wait to adjust 

all the difficulties, but look to Jesus, your helper.”

E.G.W. (The Desire of Ages, cp. 53, p. 490)


