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6. Return to Antioch. 
Acts 14:21-28.
❖ Consolidating the churches

In God’s plan, it was time for Saul to preach the Gospel and build new 
churches around the Roman Empire.

1. Antioch. Acts 13:1-3
❖ Preparing for the journey

2. Salamis and Paphos.
Acts 13:4-12
❖ Elymas and Sergius, 

opposition and conversion

3. Pisidian Antioch. 
Acts 13:13-52
❖ Paul’s preaching
❖ The reaction of Jews 

and Gentiles

4. Iconium. Acts 14:1-7
❖ Working for Israel

5. Lystra and Derbe. Acts 14:8-20
❖ Working among the Gentiles



Acts 13:1-3

“As they ministered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy Spirit said, ‘Now separate to 
Me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them.’” (Acts 13:2)

Jesus had already told Paul about his 
mission to preach to the Gentiles (Acts 
22:21). However, He waited for the Holy 
Spirit to clearly show him the right time to 
begin that work.

After some time of prayer and fasting, the 
Holy Spirit commanded the church in 
Antioch to send the first missionary team: 
Barnabas and Saul. The church gave them 
authority for this mission by laying hands 
on them.

At first Barnabas led the team, but Saul 
soon began to take on the leading role of 
that missionary journey. He was called 
Paul from Acts 13:9 on.



Acts 13:4-12

“Then the proconsul believed, when he saw what had been done, being 
astonished at the teaching of the Lord.” (Acts 13:12)

The Holy Spirit led Paul, Barnabas and 
John Mark to Seleucia where they took 
a boat to Cyprus.

Barnabas had been born in Cyprus, 
and it was one of the first places 
where Christians preached the Gospel. 
Some men from Cyprus were the first 
to preach to the Gentiles in Antioch 
(Acts 11:19-20)

Elymas was a Jewish sorcerer who 
opposed them there.

The proconsul, Sergius Paulus, was 
interested in the Gospel. He finally 
accepted it after Elymas became blind 
in the presence of Paul.



Acts 13:13-52

“And we declare to you glad tidings—that promise which was made 
to the fathers.” (Acts 13:32)

They left Cyprus and went to Perga; then Pisidian Antioch (Turkey). John Mark 
decided to retire in Perga, because he was afraid of the challenges of their 
journey.

They were invited to preach in Antioch’s synagogue on the first Sabbath they 
stayed there. Paul preached on three main points:

Paul called on the people to 
accept the salvation Jesus 

offers (v. 38-41)

God had guided His people 
from Egypt to David’s time 

(v. 17-22)

Jesus had fulfilled the 
messianic promises 

(v. 23-37)



“So when the Jews went out of the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that these 
words might be preached to them the next Sabbath.” (Acts 13:42)

There were some Gentiles in the 
synagogue when Paul preached. 
They had not fully accepted 
Judaism, possibly because they 
were being pressured to be 
circumcised.

They shared the Good News with their families and 
friends. The next Sabbath, “almost the whole city 
came together” to hear Paul preaching.

The Jews became jealous because the Gentiles were 
accepting the Gospel, so they threw Paul and 
Barnabas out of the city.



Acts 14:1-7

“But the multitude of the city was divided: part sided with the Jews, and part 
with the apostles.” (Acts 14:4)

The apostles arrived in Iconium and followed 
the same method they had used in Antioch, 
preaching to the Jews first.

As a result of that, “a great multitude both of 
the Jews and of the Greeks believed.” But the 
Jews who didn’t believe caused problems again. 
Paul and Barnabas had to flee from that city to 
avoid being lynched!

Most of the Jews 
rejected the Gospel, but 
Paul never lost hope 
that many Jews would 
accept Jesus 
(Romans 9-11)



Acts 14:8-20

“When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the Lycaonian 
language, ‘The gods have come down to us in human form!’

Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he was the 
chief speaker.” (Acts 14:11-12 NIV)

Their journey continued to the area of Lystra and Derbe.

In Lystra, Paul met a cripple who had faith enough to be healed. 
When the Lycaonians saw the miracle, they thought Paul and 
Barnabas were gods who had become human.

When the apostles understood the 
situation, they could barely stop them 
from offering sacrifices.

Some Jews from Antioch and Iconium took 
advantage of the situation and incited the 
Gentiles against the apostles.

Paul was stoned, 
but he miraculously 
survived.



Acts 14:21-28

“And when they had preached the 
gospel to that city and made many 
disciples, they returned to Lystra, 
Iconium, and Antioch.” (Acts 14:21)

Once the journey ended, they retraced 
their steps.

Why didn’t they return directly to 
Antioch?

They wanted to consolidate the new 
churches by encouraging and 
strengthening the new believers.
1. They warned about the challenges ahead.
2. They appointed elders.
3. They prayed and fasted with them.
4. They entrusted them to the Lord.

Back in Antioch, they related the events 
of their journey to the church. All the 
believers rejoiced together.



“Paul did not forget the churches that he had 

established. After making a missionary tour, he 

and Barnabas retraced their steps and visited the 

churches they had raised up, choosing from them 

men whom they could train to unite in 

proclaiming the gospel.

[…] The apostle made it a part of his work to 

educate young men for the office of the ministry.

[…]

Experienced workers today do a noble work 

when, instead of trying to carry all the burdens 

themselves, they train younger workers and 

place burdens on their shoulders.”

E.G.W. (The Acts of the Apostles, cp. 34, p. 367-368)


