
Lesson 7 for February 17, 2018



“The system of tithes and 

offerings was intended to 

impress the minds of men 

with a great truth—that God 

is the source of every blessing 

to His creatures, and that to 

Him man’s gratitude is due for 

the good gifts of His 

providence.”

E.G.W. (Patriarchs and Prophets, ch. 50, p. 525)



A matter of honesty.

A matter of faith.

A matter of holiness.

A matter for revival 
and reformation.

Stewards and administrators must be honest and truthful.

We prove that we are honest to God by fulfilling His request 
of giving back a tenth of everything He has given us.

But tithe is more than that:



“Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say, ‘In what way 
have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings.” (Malachi 3:8)

If you are honest, you will look for the 
owner of a wallet if you find one in the 
street. You won’t take anything in it.

God expects us to be honest and to return what is 
His (Leviticus 27:30). And He lets us keep the other 
90% for ourselves!

You return the wallet to its owner. We return the 
tithe to God too, because He owns it.

We acknowledge that He owns everything, and that 
we are faithful stewards.



“Fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and 
perfecter of faith.” (Hebrews 12:2 NIV)

Abraham’s greatest act of faith was to obey to 
the order to sacrifice his son.

That was not a sudden act of faith. His life was 
a succession of small acts of faith. “Whoever 
can be trusted with very little can also be 
trusted with much.” (Luke 16:10)

If we don’t exercise our faith, it 
will get weaker. The more we 
exercise it the stronger it will 
become.

Jesus plants faith in us, and He 
also perfects it to become a 
mature and living faith.



“‘Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If 
you do,’ says the Lord of Heaven’s Armies, ‘I will open the windows of heaven for you. I 

will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! 
Try it! Put me to the test!’” (Malachi 3:10 NLT)

Returning the tithe is one of the ways 
Jesus perfects our faith.

We show faith in Him by returning a 
tenth of everything He gives us. We 
believe He will make us prosper with the 
rest, so we’ll lack nothing.

Returning the tithe is also an expression 
of gratitude for everything God has 
given us.

That was the attitude of Jacob: “If God 
will be with me and will watch over me 
on this journey I am taking… of all that 
You give me I will give You a tenth.” 
(Genesis 28:20, 22 NIV)



“A tithe of everything from the land, whether grain 
from the soil or fruit from the trees, belongs to the 

Lord; it is holy to the Lord.” (Leviticus 27:30)

Tithe is holy like the Sabbath. We don’t 
need to consecrate it, it’s already 
consecrated.

The tenth of our income is consecrated to 
God in the same way that every seventh 
day in a week is also consecrated to Him.

Tithe must be given to the priests (the 
pastoral corps). It must be used to maintain 
and advance the work of God (Neh. 10:38; 
1Co. 9:14).

We would be robbing God if we used the 
tithe for other purposes.

Retaining the tithe is also a lack of honesty 
towards God.



A MATTER OF REVIVAL AND REFORMATION
“Then all Judah brought the tithe 
of the grain and the new wine and 

the oil to the storehouse.”
(Nehemiah 13:12)

The stories of Hezekiah and 
Nehemiah show a pattern that led 
to Israel’s faithfulness 
(2 Chronicles 29-31; Nehemiah 13).

Revival is a renewal in our spiritual life. Reformation 
is reorganizing and changing our thoughts, habits 
and acts.

The result is that our faith is increased, and there is 
sharper spiritual vision and renewed honesty.

Revival Reformation Faithfulness



“God has a claim on us and all that we have. 

His claim is paramount to every other. And 

in acknowledgment of this claim, He bids us 

render to Him a fixed proportion of all that 

He gives us. The tithe is this specified 

portion. By the Lord’s direction it was 

consecrated to Him in the earliest times...

He claims the tithe as His own, and it 

should ever be regarded as a sacred reserve, 

to be placed in His treasury for the benefit 

of His cause, for the advancement of His 

work, for sending His messengers into 

‘regions beyond,’ even to the uttermost 

parts of the earth.”

E.G.W. (Counsels on Stewardship, ch. 13, p. 71)


