
Lesson 12 for December 23, 2017



In
Romans 12-13, 
Paul is talking 

about Christian 
relationships 

with...

GOD

CHURCH

OTHERS

AUTHORITY

THE LAW

THE 
SECOND 
COMING

Romans 12:1-2

Romans 12:3-8

Romans 12:9-21

Romans 13:1-7

Romans 13:8-10

Romans 13:11-14



“I beseech you therefore, 
brethren, by the mercies of God, 
that you present your bodies a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to 
God, which is your reasonable 
service. And do not be conformed 
to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, that 
you may prove what is that good 
and acceptable and perfect will of 
God.” (Romans 12:1-2)



“God would have us realize that He has a right to 
mind, soul, body, and spirit—to all that we 
possess. We are His by creation and by 
redemption. As our Creator, He claims our entire 
service. As our Redeemer, He has a claim of love 
as well as of right—of love without a parallel.... 
Our bodies, our souls, our lives, are His, not only 
because they are His free gift, but because He 
constantly supplies us with His benefits, and gives 
us strength to use our faculties....

Shall we not, then, give to Christ that which He 
has died to redeem? If you will do this, He will 
quicken your conscience, renew your heart, 
sanctify your affections, purify your thoughts, and 
set all your powers at work for Him. Every motive 
and every thought will be brought into captivity 
to Jesus Christ.”

E.G.W. (God’s Amazing Grace, August 25)



“For I say, through the grace given to me, to 
everyone who is among you, not to think of 
himself more highly than he ought to think, but 
to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one 
a measure of faith. For as we have many 
members in one body, but all the members do 
not have the same function, so we, being many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually 
members of one another. Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that is given 
to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us 
prophesy in proportion to our faith; or ministry, 
let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, 
in teaching; he who exhorts, in exhortation; he 
who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with 
diligence; he who shows mercy, with 
cheerfulness.” (Romans 12:3-8)



No one should consider himself superior to his brothers, because we are all part 
of the body of Christ. Each of us has a role within the Church, depending on the 
gifts we have received:

Some people understand the prophecies better.

Others serve their neighbours easily.

Other people can teach with great mastery.

There are people who can encourage others to do or 
stop doing something with words, reasons and requests.

It is easy for some people to give their goods 
without expecting a reward.

Some can manage the Church easily.

Many can empathize with others in a special way and transmit 
joy and encouragement.



shows true love.
hates evil and clings to what is good.
loves others with brotherly love.
respects and honours others.
is diligent, serving God with Spiritual fervour.
rejoices in hope.
is patient in tribulation.
is faithful in prayer.
helps the needy.
Is hospitable.
blesses those who persecute him, instead of cursing them.
rejoices with those who rejoice and mourns with those who mourn.
lives in harmony with others.
is not proud, but humble; doesn’t believe he knows everything.
does not repay evil for evil, but is careful to do good to everyone.
lives at peace with everyone.
does not take revenge, but leaves room for God’s wrath.
is not overcome by evil, but overcomes evil with good.

The virtues Paul is listing in Romans 12:9-21 are an external result of 
genuine Christian love. THE CHRISTIAN...



“Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and the authorities that exist are appointed by 
God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists the ordinance of God, 
and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves. For rulers are not a 
terror to good works, but to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of the 
authority? Do what is good, and you will have praise from the same. For he 
is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does 
not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute 
wrath on him who practices evil. Therefore you must be subject, not only 
because of wrath but also for conscience’ sake. For because of this you 
also pay taxes, for they are God’s ministers attending continually to this 
very thing. Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are 
due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.” 
(Romans 13:1-7)



“By some of our brethren many things have been spoken and written that are 
interpreted as expressing antagonism to government and law. It is a mistake thus 
to lay ourselves open to misunderstanding. It is not wise to find fault continually 
with what is done by the rulers of government. It is not our work to attack 
individuals or institutions. We should exercise great care lest we be understood as 
putting ourselves in opposition to the civil authorities…

We are not required to defy authorities. There will come a time when, because of 
our advocacy of Bible truth, we shall be treated as traitors; but let not this time 
be hastened by unadvised movements that stir up animosity and strife.”

E.G.W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, sec. 6, “Our 
attitude toward the civil authorities”, p. 45-49)



“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who loves 
another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, ‘You shall 
not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ 
‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and if 
there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this saying, 
namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does no 
harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law.” 
(Romans 13:8-10)



REMEMBER:
“LOVE IS THE FULFILMENT

OF THE LAW”

The Christian must pay everything he 
owes, but there is a debt that he could 
never settle: the debt of love to his 
neighbours.

Every God’s commandment is based on 
the principle of love. Therefore, the 
divine law cannot be kept by just an 
external fulfilment.

True obedience has to do with the heart 
and the spirit. Keeping the law is not an 
external subjugation to it, but having 
sincere love.



“And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of 
sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed. The 
night is far spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the 
works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. Let us walk 
properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness 
and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.” (Romans 13:11-14)



The Second Coming seems to take 
being longer than we expected, but 
that doesn’t mean that God’s Word 
has failed. There is a work to be done 
and there are conditions that must be 
fulfilled before Christ comes again. 
Meanwhile, every believer must 
experience a constant sense of the 
shortness of time and the imminence 
of Christ’s Coming.

Remembering that the Second Coming is near, Paul encourages us to 
leave any half-heartedness, indolence and own complacency behind. 
Paul encourages us to clothe ourselves “with the Lord Jesus Christ”; 
that is, to renew our relationship with Him every day.



“Sincere Christians don’t practice a doubtful piety. They have armed with the 
Lord Jesus Christ and don’t give in to the lustfulness of the flesh. The come to Jesus 
constantly looking for His orders, like a serf comes to his master. They are willing to 
go anywhere God’s Providence leads them. They don’t boast. They believe that 
everything they have is not theirs –knowledge, talents, properties–, but they are 
stewards of Christ’s grace and servants of the church on behalf of Christ. They are 
messengers of the Lord, light in the darkness. Their hearts beat in unison with 
Christ’s great heart.”

E.G.W. (SDA Bible Commentary, notes on Romans 13:14)


