
Lesson 5 for November 4, 2017



Law and faith. Romans 3:31.
 The faith of Abraham. Romans 4:1-5.
 The faith of David. Romans 4:6-8.

The role of the law.
 The law and the promise. Romans 4:9-17.
 Law and salvation. Galatians 3:21-23.
 Law and sin. Romans 3:20.

On the 31st of October 1517, 
Martin Luther hung his Ninety-
Five Theses on the door of the 
Wittenberg church. Those 
theses questioned the 
effectiveness of the 
indulgences to bring salvation.

500 years later, the heirs of the 
reformation still study the 
book of Romans to understand 
the foundation of salvation: 
faith in Jesus Christ.

This week we’ll study how the 
believers before Jesus were 
saved in the same way we are 
saved today.

We’ll also study how law and 
salvation are related to each 
other in the writings of Paul.



“For what does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and 
it was accounted to him for righteousness.’” (Romans 4:3)

Paul used the example of Abraham to explain this point.

Abraham received justification by faith and not by works. He was still an 
uncircumcised gentile when he was saved (because the Israelite nation didn’t exist 
yet). That contradicted those who thought that Christians had to become Jews to 
be saved.

As Romans 3:31 
explains, faith 

and law are not 
mutually 

exclusive. Faith 
confirms the law.



“just as David also describes the blessedness of the man to 
whom God imputes righteousness apart from works.” (Romans 4:6)

How could David be free from his sin?

If he had thought he was justified by works, he would 
have tormented himself. Maybe he could’ve made 
many pilgrimages or sacrificed thousands of animals.

He knew that only God could forgive him by grace 
alone.

“Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, 
and I shall be whiter than snow.” (Psalm 51:7).



“For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was not to 
Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness 
of faith. For if those who are of the law are heirs, faith is made void 
and the promise made of no effect.” (Romans 4:13-14)

There were some Jews among the Christians that taught 
others that they had to have faith in Jesus as well as keep the 
law to be saved. They preached observing the Torah, that is, 
the whole Pentateuch.

Paul used Abraham’s example 
again. He lived before the law was 
announced at Sinai and before the 
Pentateuch was written.

Since Abraham was promised 
salvation before the law, he could 
be saved only by faith. The law was 
not involved in his salvation.



“[…] For if a law had been given that could impart life, then 
righteousness would certainly have come by the law.” (Galatians 3:21 NIV)

Non-Christian religions teach that we 
can have eternal life by doing 
something (Going on a pilgrimage, 
meditating, sacrificing oneself...)

The Jewish religion embraced the idea 
that salvation came by strictly fulfilling 
the law.

Even the Christian Church followed this 
mistake. But Luther and other 
Reformers brought the old truth back: 
we are saved by faith alone.

The law can only condemn us. It cannot 
save us at all.



“Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be 
justified in His sight, for by the law is the knowledge 

of sin.” (Romans 3:20)

The law didn’t fulfill the promise and it cannot 
save us. Then what’s its purpose?

It shows us what we should do and stop doing 
to avoid sinning against God. Can we eradicate 
sin by removing the law?

In that case, Christ wouldn’t have had to die 
for our sins. If the law could’ve been 
abolished, then no sacrifice was actually 
needed.

Ignoring the law doesn’t make murdering or 
lying no longer a sin.

The law is the declaration of God’s will that 
comes from His character. Therefore, it cannot 
be changed or removed.



“The moral law was never a type or a shadow. It 

existed before man’s creation, and will endure as 

long as God’s throne remains. God could not 

change nor alter one precept of His law in order 

to save man; for the law is the foundation of His 

government. It is unchangeable, unalterable, 

infinite, and eternal. In order for man to be 

saved, and for the honor of the law to be 

maintained, it was necessary for the Son of God 

to offer Himself as a sacrifice for sin. He who 

knew no sin became sin for us. He died for us on 

Calvary. His death shows the wonderful love of 

God for man, and the immutability of His law.”

E.G.W. (Selected Messages, vol. 1, cp. 32, p. 239)


