
Lesson 1 for April 1, 2017



When we study the life of Peter, we find a person full of contrast. He was 
impulsive and self-sufficient but also humble and prudent. Jesus could 
smoothen that rough stone because he loved the Savior. Jesus turned Peter 
into a living stone that was useful for preaching the Gospel.



“When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, 
saying, ‘Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O 
Lord!’” (Luke 5:8)

Andrew took his brother Simon to Jesus—the Messiah—
beside the Jordan. When Jesus saw him, He said: “You shall 
be called Cephas (which is translated, A Stone [Peter])” 
(John 1:42).

Those brothers continued to work as fishermen for 
some time while they sporadically followed the 
Teacher.

One day, Jesus asked Peter for a favor: To let Him 
preach from his boat, since people crowded together 
at the beach (Luke 5:1-3).



“When Simon Peter saw it, he fell down at 
Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Depart from me, for I 
am a sinful man, O Lord!’” (Luke 5:8)

When Jesus finished His preaching, He asked Peter 
to let down his nets for a catch.

Peter was filled with both faith and disbelief. He 
explained that it wasn’t the time to fish, since they 
had been fishing overnight and they couldn’t get a 
fish. Nevertheless, he was willing to let down his 
nets in the name of Jesus (Luke 5:5).

When Peter saw his boat miraculously filled 
with fish, he understood Jesus’ holiness. He 
also understood his own sinfulness and 
confessed it publicly.

Peter was a spiritual man ready to follow 
Jesus no matter the cost.



“Simon Peter answered and said, ‘You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God.’” (Matthew 16:16)

That selfish understanding of the kingdom 
moved him to scold Jesus (“this shall not 
happen to You!”), so he received some 
harsh words from Him (Matthew 16:22-23).

He needed to put his selfishness aside and 
to learn that following Jesus involves 
suffering (1P. 4:12)

The Holy Spirit moved Peter to declare his faith in Jesus 
as the promised Messiah.

What did Peter think about the Messiah?

Peter was not ready to accept that Jesus had to “be 
killed” (Matthew 16:21).

He and the other disciples expected an earthly 
kingdom and an important position in it.



T R U ST  A N D  F EA R
“And Peter answered Him and said, ‘Lord, if it is You, command me to come to 
You on the water.’ So He said, ‘Come.’ And when Peter had come down out of 
the boat, he walked on the water to go to Jesus. But when he saw that the 
wind was boisterous, he was afraid; and beginning to sink he cried out, saying, 
‘Lord, save me!’” (Matthew 14:28-30)

Peter fully trusted Jesus, so he asked 
Him to walk on the waters like Him.

But he began to trust himself and 
looked away from Jesus. Then he felt 
fear and began to sink.

When we trust Jesus and we look at 
Him, the storms in our lives cannot 
sink us.

Nevertheless, if we look away from 
Jesus and trust ourselves, the calmest 
water and the mildest test will fill us 
with fear and will sink our faith.



“And the Lord turned and looked at Peter. Then Peter remembered the 
word of the Lord, how He had said to him, ‘Before the rooster crows, 
you will deny Me three times.’ So Peter went out and wept bitterly.”
(Luke 22:61-62)

“The spirit indeed is willing, but the 
flesh is weak.” (Mark 14:38). Peter 
had good intentions and was willing 
to go “both to prison and to death.” 
(Luke 22:33).

Nevertheless, Peter was sleeping 
when he was supposed to watch and 
pray (Luke 22:40). Therefore, when 
the trial came, he didn’t have enough 
power and took bad decisions.

He hid his identity and denied Jesus. 
When the rooster crowed, he learnt a 
great lesson as he looked at Jesus: 
“where sin abounded, grace 
abounded much more.” 
(Romans 5:20).



“Another lesson Christ had to give, relating 

especially to Peter. Peter’s denial of his Lord had 

been in shameful contrast to his former professions 

of loyalty. He had dishonored Christ, and had 

incurred the distrust of his brethren. They thought 

he would not be allowed to take his former position 

among them, and he himself felt that he had 

forfeited his trust. Before being called to take up 

again his apostolic work, he must before them all 

give evidence of his repentance. Without this, his 

sin, though repented of, might have destroyed his 

influence as a minister of Christ. The Saviour gave 

him opportunity to regain the confidence of his 

brethren, and, so far as possible, to remove the 

reproach he had brought upon the gospel.”

E.G.W. (The Desire of Ages, cp. 85, p. 811)



“and when James, Cephas, and John, who seemed to be pillars, 
perceived the grace that had been given to me, they gave me and 
Barnabas the right hand of fellowship, that we should go to the 

Gentiles and they to the circumcised.” (Galatians 2:9)

Peter was a great leader in the Church.

He’s always the first when the 
apostles are mentioned 
(Matthew 10:2; Mark 3:16; 
Luke 6:14).

He suggested the substitution of 
Judas Iscariot (Acts 1:15-22).

He preached the first 
missionary message 
(Acts 2:14-36).

He made the first miracle after 
Jesus ascended (Acts 3:6).

He was the first to be arrested 
and to preach before the 
Sanhedrin (Acts 4:1-20).

The first Gentile was converted 
thanks to him (Acts 10:1-48).

He was the first apostle to 
accept Paul (Galatians 1:18).

He was considered one of the 
three pillars of the Church 
(Galatians 2:9).



“Now when Peter had come to Antioch, I withstood him to his face, because 
he was to be blamed.” (Galatians 2:11)

Despite Peter’s leadership, he wasn’t perfect.

Peter was living with Gentile Christians, but 
he stopped mingling with them when some 
Jews came from Jerusalem to Antioch 
(Galatians 2:11-14).

Following his example, some believers began 
to forget about justification by faith and 
began to Judaize the Gentiles (justification by 
works).

Paul was got indignant about Peter’s attitude, 
so he scolded him publicly.

As we read elderly Peter’s letters, we see 
how he learnt from his mistakes and let the 
Spirit work and transform him.



“A miracle of divine 

tenderness was Peter’s 

transformation. It is a 

life lesson to all who 

seek to follow in the 

steps of the Master 

Teacher.”
E.G.W. (Education, cp. 9, p. 91)


