
Lesson 2 for October 8, 2016



 The Great Controversy.
 The Controversy starts.
 The Controversy on Earth.

 The Controversy in Job’s story.
 A piece of Heaven on Earth.
 The Controversy in Heaven.

 The end of the Controversy.

The Great Controversy between Christ and Satan is the 
background throughout the Bible. It is especially present 
in the book of Job.



“So Satan answered the Lord and said, 
‘Does Job fear God for nothing?’”

(Job 1:9)

The book of Job tells how Satan 
questions God’s decisions. Who is that 
Satan who dares to criticize God? Isaiah 
14:12-14; Ezekiel 28:12-16.

Inexplicably, a perfect being was filled 
with pride about his perfection. His 
vanity was so great that he pretended 
God’s place. Paul calls that “the mystery 
of lawlessness.” (2 Thessalonians 2:7).

We must avoid pride and vanity with 
great care. That way we’ll avoid falling 
“into the same condemnation as the 
devil” by scorning the Law of God like 
Satan did (1 Timothy 3:6).



“It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so as to 

give a reason for its existence. Yet enough may be 

understood concerning both the origin and the final 

disposition of sin to make fully manifest the justice 

and benevolence of God in all His dealings with evil. 

Nothing is more plainly taught in Scripture than 

that God was in no wise responsible for the entrance 

of sin; that there was no arbitrary withdrawal of 

divine grace, no deficiency in the divine government, 

that gave occasion for the uprising of rebellion. Sin 

is an intruder, for whose presence no reason can be 

given. It is mysterious, unaccountable; to excuse it is 

to defend it. Could excuse for it be found, or cause be 

shown for its existence, it would cease to be sin.”

E.G.W. (The Great Controversy, cp. 29, p. 492)



“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not 
lay a hand on his person.’ So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.” 
(Job 1:12)

The book of Job is an example of how 
the Controversy in Heaven is related 
to the Controversy on Earth:

1. There’s a dimension beyond what we 
can see. God and the heavenly beings 
(they’re not gods) are real and live 
there.

2. Earth and Heaven dimensions are 
interconnected. Everything on Earth 
can be seen by the heavenly beings.

3. There’s a moral Controversy in 
Heaven that affects our world.



“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do 
not lay a hand on his person.’ So Satan went out from the presence

of the Lord.” (Job 1:12)

The story of the Controversy in Job is told throughout the 
Bible, from Eden to our days.

Satan tempts Eve 
and brings sin to 

Earth.

Genesis 3:1-4

Since then, Satan 
has been accusing 

us of sinning 
before God.

Zechariah 3:2

Jesus had to fight 
against sin and 
temptation too.

Matthew 4:1



Sin makes us slaves 
of the devil, but 
Jesus came to 

free us.

1 John 3:8

Satan still tempt us. 
He is constantly 

stalking to make us 
fall.

1 Peter 5:8

Satan hates God’s 
remnant people 
and he attacks 

them with great 
fury.

Revelation 12:9

“And the Lord said to Satan, ‘Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do 
not lay a hand on his person.’ So Satan went out from the presence

of the Lord.” (Job 1:12)

The story of the Controversy in Job is told throughout the 
Bible, from Eden to our days.



“There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job; and that man was 
blameless and upright, and one who feared God and shunned evil.” (Job 1:1)

The Bible tells us that Job was a rich, faithful 
and upright man. He lived peacefully and 
surrounded by a great many blessings.

Nevertheless, Job is worried about the 
problem of sin in Job 1:4-5. Did his children act 
properly while they were far from his 
influence?

He was aware of that reality, so he put his 
children on the hands of God so He could take 
care of their salvation.

The best relationship we could have with God 
on this Earth doesn’t make us totally safe from 
the problem of sin. The tempter tries to make 
us fall and we’re also surrounded by the 
dangerous consequences of evil every day.



“Now there was a day when 
the sons of God came to 

present themselves before 
the Lord, and Satan also 

came among them.” (Job 1:6)

Satan tells the King of the Universe that selfishness is the reason we actually serve 
God. According to that theory, God needs to bless His children so they serve Him 
(that is the only reason we would want to keep His Law, according to Satan).

God deals with sin patiently. Satan’s challenge proved how God trusts His children 
when they cling to their Redeemer.

The sour argument between heavenly beings in 
verses 6 to 12 contrast with the peaceful earthly 
scene in Job 1:1-4.



“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He 
Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might 
destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil.” (Hebrews 2:14)

Satan visited God two times and damaged Job, 
his children and his possessions. Then, the 
devil didn’t show up again.

From then on, God is the main character in Job. 
Satan only creates problems, and God is the 
only One that has definitive solutions for them.

In order to see how God can solve the problem 
of sin permanently, we must go from the story 
of Job to the story of Jesus.

Only love can overcome evil. The greatest love 
is God Himself—in the person of Jesus—dying 
in the sinner’s place.

Satan’s fate is determined since Calvary.



“Jesus paid an infinite price to redeem the world, 

and the race was given into His hands; they became 

His property. He sacrificed His honor, His riches, 

and His glorious home in the royal courts and 

became the son of Joseph and Mary… Christ 

entered the field in man’s behalf to conquer Satan 

for him because He saw that man could not 

overcome on his own account. Christ prepared the 

way for the ransom of man by His own life of 

suffering, self-denial, and self-sacrifice, and by His 

humiliation and final death. He brought help to 

man that he might, by following Christ’s example, 

overcome on his own account, as Christ has 

overcome for him.”

E.G.W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, cp. 32, p. 372)


