
Lesson 5 for July 30, 2016



“The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, to proclaim 

liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those 
who are oppressed; to proclaim the acceptable year of the Lord.” (Luke 4:18-19)

Jesus did more than dying for all of us. He also 
showed the Father’s love with His acts. His 
mission was also to teach, to heal and to 
minister in favor of those in need.

He deliberately omitted the last sentence in 
Isaiah (“and the day of vengeance of our God”). 
Jesus didn’t come to take revenge on the 
Romans as the people expected. That part of His 
mission was kept till His Second Coming.

Jesus clearly described 
the way He would 
fulfill His mission by 
reading Isaiah 61:1-2 at 
the synagogue in 
Nazareth.



“You shall not take vengeance, nor bear 
any grudge against the children of your 

people, but you shall love your neighbor as 
yourself: I am the Lord.”

(Leviticus 19:18)

Jesus stated several times that loving God 
and our neighbor is the foundation of the 
Law. It must be our cause in every act in 
our life (Matthew 22:36-40).

Who is my neighbor? Jesus told the story of a 
badly injured man and three possible 
“neighbors” to explain it (Luke 10:29-37).

We learn from that story that we must be the 
neighbor of anyone who is in need if we can 
help him or her to relieve that need or pain. 
We must be always willing to do so, even if 
that involves a sacrifice or a discomfort from 
ourselves.



“You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt 
loses its flavor, how shall it be seasoned? It is 
then good for nothing but to be thrown out and 

trampled underfoot by men.” (Matthew 5:13)

The mission of God’s sons and daughters is to be “the 
salt of the earth.” The salt is useful only when it is 
mixed with other food. It can either preserve it against 
decomposition or enhance its flavor.

Salt is effective while maintaining its special identity; 
that is, its ability to bring a better flavor. If Christians 
don’t bring a better flavor to the people around them 
(that is, loving their neighbors), they have nothing 
good to contribute (Deuteronomy 12:30).

We must get involved in our community to improve it. 
We are called to be transforming agents that will bring 
positive changes in other people’s lives. That way we 
will be also giving them the most important thing in 
life; salvation in Jesus.



“And he who reaps receives wages, and gathers 
fruit for eternal life, that both he who sows and 
he who reaps may rejoice together.” (John 4:36)

Jesus compared the Church’s mission with the 
farming process. Which are the stages of that 

process?

Preparing the land. We should analyze the community where we want 
to preach the Gospel. We should think about how we can remove the 

“stones” and “thorns” that may hinder the harvest (Matthew 13:3-8).

Sowing the seed. Taking care of the needs of the community. 
Preaching the gospel in seminars, giving Bible study classes and 

starting small groups.

Looking after the sowed fields. Praying for the Holy Spirit and 
persevering in the missionary activities.

Reaping the crop. Evangelism campaigns or other activities to move 
the people to take the decision of accepting Christ.



“‘One soweth, and another reapeth.’ [John 4:37.] The Saviour 

spoke these words in anticipation of the ordination and 

sending forth of His disciples. Throughout Judea, Christ had 

been sowing the seeds of truth. Clearly and distinctly He had 

outlined the plan of salvation; for the truth never languished 

on His lips. The earthly work of the great Teacher was soon to 

close. The disciples were to follow after, reaping where He had 

sown, that both the Sower and the reapers might rejoice 

together.” E.G.W. (Gospel Workers, pg. 409)



“Provide neither gold nor silver nor copper in your money belts, nor 
bag for your journey, nor two tunics, nor sandals, nor staffs; for a 
worker is worthy of his food.” (Matthew 10:9-10)

How could the apostles preach the Gospel 
full time if they couldn’t sustain themselves? 
Jesus expected those who accepted the 
Gospel to materially support them. And it 
actually happened like that.

We can reach out to our community by 
following the teachings of Jesus and how He 
lived in this earth.

One of the best ways to plant a church is to 
plant a ministry that looks after the needs of 
the community first. Once that ministry is 
working, then start the church.

Take an interest in the needs of your 
community and start a project to take care 
of those needs.



“We should all become witnesses for Jesus. 

Social power, sanctified by the grace of 

Christ, must be improved in winning souls to 

the Saviour. Let the world see that we are not 

selfishly absorbed in our own interests, but 

that we desire others to share our blessings 

and privileges. Let them see that our religion 

does not make us unsympathetic or exacting. 

Let all who profess to have found Christ, 

minister as He did for the benefit of men.”

E.G.W. (The Desire of Ages, cp. 15, pg. 152)


