
Lesson 8 for February 20, 2016



There are two leaders in the Great Controversy. We must follow one of them.

If we follow Jesus, we become “comrades in arms”. We fight together in the 
winning side of the Controversy.

If I want to follow Jesus, I need to:

Leave everything. Be with Him. Trust Him.

Be a servant.
Personally study 

the Bible.



“So when they had brought their boats to land, 
they forsook all and followed Him.” (Luke 5:11)

After a night of fruitless fishing, they saw the miraculous 
fishing. Peter felt overwhelmed by Jesus’ holiness against 
his own sinfulness (Luke 5:8). He left his nets filled with 
fish and followed Him.

If we want to be soldiers of the Cross, we must admit our 
own sinfulness and to leave everything that prevents us 
from serving Jesus.

The work of Jesus in Capernaum is written in Luke 4:31-41. Peter, 
Andrew, James and John lived there.

Those disciples heard Jesus’ admirable 
teachings (v. 31-32). They saw Him casting 
out demons (v. 33-36, 41), healing Peter’s 
mother-in-law (v. 38-39) and healing 
many more people (v. 40).



“Then He appointed twelve, that they 
might be with Him and that He might 
send them out to preach.” (Mark 3:14)

After a night of prayer, Jesus got 
his disciples together (that is, 
those who had heard His 
teachings and seen His miracles) 
and chose 12 “apostles” 
(“apostle” meaning “sent”).

He took them aside before 
sending them to preach. He 
taught them about how to fulfill 
their mission.

We don’t have Jesus physical 
presence nowadays. How can we 
be with Him?



“So the men marveled, saying, ‘Who 
can this be, that even the winds and 

the sea obey Him?’” (Matthew 8:27)

Many kinds of weapons are used in the 
Great Controversy, not only spiritual ones. 
Satan is allowed to influence nature to 
some limits, so he can cause disasters and 
dangers that may threaten our life.

That’s what happened during the storm 
that frightened those experienced 
fishermen. They couldn’t do anything 
against the rage of the enemy.

They were helplessness, so they went to 
Jesus. He didn’t disappoint their trust. 
Nature obeyed the voice of its Creator and 
brought fair weather.

Jesus can help us in adversity, no matter 
how frightening it is. We need to trust Him 
constantly.



“And He sat down, called the twelve, and said to them, 
‘If anyone desires to be first, he shall be last of all 
and servant of all.’” (Mark 9:35)

The sons of Zebedee (James and John) dared to officially 
apply for the position (Mark 10:35-37). That offended the 
other apostles (Mark 10:41).

The apostles cared about their future and about getting 
always ahead. Jesus cared about serving people and giving 
his life for them.

The apostles were worried about an important matter during 
Jesus’ ministry; who would be the first of them?

They had to learn an 
important lesson; true 
greatness comes from 
serving. If you want to be the 
important, just serve others.



“And they said to one another, ‘Did not our heart burn within us while He talked 
with us on the road, and while He opened the Scriptures to us?’” (Luke 24:32)

Cleopas and his friend were clear about 
important things on the Road to Emmaus
(Luke 24:19-24):

1. Jesus was a prophet and He was crucified.
2. They hoped He was the Messiah.
3. After three days, the women didn’t find His 

body in the tomb.
4. The women said they had seen angels who 

told them He was alive.
5. Some disciples confirmed that, but they 

didn’t see Jesus.

Jesus showed them the Scriptures so they 
could understand what just happened.

When they understood what the Bible said 
about Jesus, the truth became strong in their 
burning hearts.

My faith is the result of a personal study of the 
Scriptures, like on the Road to Emmaus.



“Christians should be preparing for 

what is soon to break upon the world 

as an overwhelming surprise, and this 

preparation they should make by 

diligently studying the word of God 

and striving to conform their lives to 

its precepts. The tremendous issues of 

eternity demand of us something 

besides an imaginary religion, a 

religion of words and forms, where 

truth is kept in the outer court. God 

calls for a revival and a reformation. 

The words of the Bible and the Bible 

alone, should be heard from the 

pulpit.”

E.G.W. (Prophets and Kings, cp. 51, pg. 626)


