
Lesson 5 for January 30, 2016



When we compare the lives of David, Elijah, 
Hezekiah, Esther, and Nehemiah, similar themes 
surface: God is able to use "insignificant" people 
to turn back the tide of evil. Through some of 
these accounts we can see that, despite 
tremendous obstacles, we don't need to buckle 
under overwhelming evil.
Instead, we can stand 
firm, but only in the 
power of God, who is 
faithful to His covenant 
promises, promises 
fulfilled for us in Jesus.



We must fight the 
Great Controversy 
in our heart.
We may fall on the 
enemy’s field, but 
God is willing to 
keep fighting with 
us if we truly 
repent.

“Then all this assembly shall 
know that the Lord does not 
save with sword and spear; 
for the battle is the Lord’s, 
and He will give you into our 

hands.” (1 Samuel 17:47)

David was a humble shepherd that 
climbed the highest mountain of 
faith before a frighten army. He 

gave glory to God.

“And he wrote in the letter, 
saying, ‘Set Uriah in the 
forefront of the hottest 
battle, and retreat from 

him, that he may be struck 
down and die.’” (2 Samuel 11:15)

He became a lustful king. He had 
left the brave army alone at battle 
and he was sunk in the pit of sin.



“And Elijah came to all the people, and said, ‘How long 
will you falter between two opinions? If the Lord is 
God, follow Him; but if Baal, follow him.’ But the 
people answered him not a word.” (1 Kings 18:21)

Elijah’s story is a good example of 
the Controversy. God challenged 
the power of darkness 
(represented by Baal and Asherah). 
Could those fertility gods bring rain 
back to Israel?

One prophet sent by God stood 
before an undecided people while 
450 Baal prophets and 400 
Asherah prophets defended their 
own gods (1K. 18:19).

Finally, God’s servants were 
exalted and Satan’s servants were 
destroyed, just like in the Great 
Controversy. God’s character will 
finally be vindicated.



“Hear me, O Lord, hear me, that this people may know 
that You are the Lord God, and that You have turned 
their hearts back to You again.” (1 Kings 18:37)

Elijah’s prayer explains how God 
works in our hearts.

We cannot change our desires by 
ourselves, so that we love good 
and hate sin.

Nevertheless, we can surrender 
before God and turn to Him. Then, 
the Holy Spirit will transform us 
into new creatures. We’ll become 
new citizens of the Kingdom of 
Heaven.



“Whom have you reproached and blasphemed? Against 
whom have you raised your voice, and lifted up your eyes 
on high? Against the Holy One of Israel.” (2 Kings 19:22)

Another chapter of the Controversy. This time Assyria had 
already destroyed the kingdom of Israel and began to attack 
the kingdom of Judah.

Hezekiah understood that the 
battle was God’s, so he came before 
Him in prayer.

God’s answer was quick. Isaiah prophesied that Assyria 
would be defeated by God. No man would fight this 
time. The angel of the Lord routed the Assyrian army.

In addition, Sennacherib returned to Assyria and was 
killed by his own sons.

King Sennacherib challenged the 
true God. Could He defeat his own 
gods who helped him to win so 
many battles?



“Not in freedom from trial, but in the midst of 

it, is Christian character developed. Exposure 

to rebuffs and opposition leads the follower of 

Christ to greater watchfulness and more 

earnest prayer to the mighty Helper. Severe 

trial endured by the grace of God develops 

patience, vigilance, fortitude, and a deep and 

abiding trust in God. It is the triumph of the 

Christian faith that it enables its followers to 

suffer and be strong; to submit, and thus to 

conquer; to be killed all the day long, and yet 

to live; to bear the cross, and thus to win the 

crown of glory.”

E.G.W. (The Acts of the Apostles, cp. 44, pg. 467)



“Then Haman said to King Ahasuerus, ‘There is a certain people 
scattered and dispersed among the people in all the provinces of 
your kingdom; their laws are different from all other people’s, 
and they do not keep the king’s laws. Therefore it is not fitting 
for the king to let them remain.’” (Esther 3:8)

Haman hated Mordechai because Mordechai wasn’t 
willing to worship him like all other people did.

Haman’s death decree was the result of a worship 
conflict. That was another battle of the Controversy.

“Satan himself, the hidden instigator of the scheme, 
was trying to rid the earth of those who preserved 
the knowledge of the true God.”
(E.G.W., Prophets and Kings, cp. 49, pg. 600).

This same story will happen 
again at the End Time. Satan 
will persecute the faithful 
Remnant (Revelation 12:17) 
and will make a death decree 
to kill anyone not 
worshipping him 
(Revelation 13:15).



“please let Your ear be attentive and Your eyes 
open, that You may hear the prayer of Your 
servant which I pray before You now, day and 
night, for the children of Israel Your servants, 
and confess the sins of the children of Israel 
which we have sinned against You. Both my 
father’s house and I have sinned.” (Nehemiah 1:6)

What can we learn from the prayers in 
Daniel 9:4-19 and Nehemiah 1:5-11 about 
the Controversy?

Confessing our sins, an attitude of 
repentance, asking for help when conflicts 
arise (both at personal and church level).

First, prayer; then, action.

Nehemiah found grace before the king and was 
appointed governor of Judea. He encouraged the 
people to rebuild the city and they began working 
right away.

Taunts, threads and lies didn’t matter. The work of 
God was first. It must also be first today.



“When perplexities arise, as they are sure to do, 

draw near to God, and He will draw near to you. 

And then, when the enemy comes in like a flood, 

the Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard for 

you. Decide that there is a great work to be done, 

and that no man’s influence or opposition shall 

divert you from the plain path of duty. Then you 

can say with Nehemiah, ‘The hand of my God is 

good upon me’ (see Nehemiah 2:18).”

E.G.W. (This Day with God, October 2)


