
Lesson 4 for January 23, 2016



The pattern of the Cosmic Conflict is 
repeatedly found in Judges. The story in 
Judges 4 is an example of that:

God liberates Israel by drawing Sisera 
towards Barak (v. 7).

He used torrential rains and rushing 
torrents to do so (Judges 5:4, 21).

God wins the conflict; man only receives 
the prize from Him.

Final victory came when Jael killed Sisera 
after giving him milk to make him sleep.



“And the Angel of the Lord appeared to him, and said to him, 
‘The Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor!’” (Jueces 6:12)

A new chapter of the Conflict. The Midianite army spread 
throughout Israel like locusts, devouring everything (Judges 
6:5). God warns His people of their sin (Judges 6:8-10) and He 
sends them a liberator (Judges 6:14).

These were the steps 
towards victory:

a) Gideon is consecrated. He 
destroys the pagan altars and 
makes a covenant with God 
(Judges 6:32, 36-40).

b) The 300 are consecrated. They 
are willing to fight evil (Judges 
7:7).

c) The 10,000 “undecided” men and 
the 22,000 “cowards” join them 
(Judges 7:23).

d) Those who weren’t initially called 
join them too (Judges 7:24).

God could use Gideon thanks to his humbleness and modesty. He can 
use us also if we become as humble as Gideon.



“And he [Samson] judged Israel twenty years in the days 
of the Philistines.” (Judges 15:20)

Lines between good and evil are sometimes unclear in 
this Conflict. In Samson’s case, God used his 
weaknesses—his sin— as strengths against the 
Philistines. Samson was a hero of faith although he 
behaved kind of “oddly” (Hebrews 11:32).

He killed 30 
men to steal 
their clothes so 
he could pay 
off a gamble 
debt 
(Judges 14:19).

He destroyed 
the crops of his 
enemies when 
his Philistine 
wife was given 
to another man 
(Judges 15:1-5).

He killed many 
Philistines 
because they 
burnt his wife 
and her family 
(Judges 15:6-9).

The Philistines 
tried to get 
revenge, but he 
killed 1,000 of 
them with the 
jawbone of a 
donkey 
(Judges 15:15).

He knocked 
down a pagan 
temple with 
3,000 
Philistines in it 
because they 
blinded him 
(Judges 16:28).



“But Ruth said: ‘Entreat me not to leave you, or to turn back from 
following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you 
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be my people, and your God, my God.’”

(Ruth 1:16)

That family had to leave their 
country to live in a hostile land.

The attacks of the Devil killed 
three of the four family 
members. Nevertheless, a new 
soul was won for the people of 
God.

Naomi taught the true faith to 
Ruth. Ruth decided to become 
part of God’s people and found 
Boaz. He redeemed her as an 
example of our Redeemer.

The Great Controversy is not a fight between Christ 
and Satan only. God’s people is also fighting against 
the enemies. Every person can either win or lose this 
fight in his or her heart.



“He will guard the feet of His saints, but the 
wicked shall be silent in darkness. ‘For by strength 
no man shall prevail.’” (1 Samuel 2:9)

Ana—Samuel’s mother— sang an inspired song about 
the success or failure of God’s servants.

Eli and Samuel were two “saintly” judges that trusted 
God’s strength. Both died at a very old age and they 
were respected by the people.

Nevertheless, his children trusted their own 
strength and judgement. Only their sins 
remained over time—disrespectfulness, 
blasphemy, theft, adultery, bribery.

The story of Israel would’ve been very 
different if Samuel’s children would’ve 
followed his way.

Our lives are involved in the Great 
Controversy. We lead others to either holiness 
or wickedness by example.



“‘As it was in the days of Noah, so shall it be also in 

the days of the Son of man.’ God will have a people 

zealous of good works, standing firm amid the 

pollutions of this degenerate age. There will be a 

people who hold so fast to the divine strength that 

they will be proof against every temptation. Evil 

communications in flaming handbills may seek to 

speak to their senses and corrupt their minds; yet 

they will be so united to God and angels that they 

will be as those who see not and hear not. They have 

a work to do which no one can do for them, which is 

to fight the good fight of faith, and lay hold on 

eternal life. They will not be self-confident and self-

sufficient. Knowing their weakness, they will unite 

their ignorance to Christ’s wisdom, their weakness 

to His strength.”

E.G.W. (Testimonies for the Church, vol. 3, No. 25, cp. 39, pg. 472)


