
Central Study Hour – Sabbath School Lesson Notes  

The Book of Job, Lesson Two, “The Great Controversy”  

SABBATH AFTERNOON: THE GREAT CONTROVERSY 

Refer to the title and then read the first full sentence of the opening narrative.                         

Just hit highlights quickly from this page (come back to the MV later). 

SUNDAY: A LITTLE HEAVEN ON EARTH 

Read Job 1:1. What kind of life had Job lived? He was blameless, upright, and shunned evil. 

Read Job 1:2-4. What were some of the positive aspects of Job’s existence? He was very 

prosperous and wealthy and had a big, healthy, and presumably happy family. Job seemed to 

have it all, including a righteous character.                                                                                                                                

Read Job 1:5. What does this verse reveal about the reality of the fallen world that Job inhabits? 

He’s a parent worrying about his children and making intercession for them.                           

Read Job 1:6. How does this verse show that Job lives in a fallen world? He has an adversary, 

the devil.                                                                                                                                                             

Read the SOP quotation from the lesson page. Did Job understand something about intercession 

that we don’t get?                                                                                                                                      

Discuss the two questions in the box at the bottom of the page.  

MONDAY: COSMIC CONFLICT 

Read and summarize Job 1:6-12 point by point as follows:                                                            

Read verses 6-7. Satan arrives claiming to have dominion over all the earth.                            

Read vs. 8. God points out that Job is upright (obviously not under Satan’s dominion).           

Read verses 9-10. Satan claims that Job is obedient to God only because God blesses Job.     

Read vs. 11. Satan says that if Job lost all his blessings he’d curse God (show that he really was 

under Satan’s dominion after all).                                                                                                          

Read vs. 12. God gave Satan permission to test Job.                                                                        

How much could Satan do if God didn’t allow it? Nothing. Important point!!! The Great 

Controversy has never been a battle between two equals!!! Not even close!!! One is the 

Almighty Creator while the other is a created being.                                                                           

Hit highlights from the narrative as desired.                                                                                                    

Note that in verse 8, God talks about Job like a father proud of his son. Would you like God to 

talk about you that way? Who wouldn’t, right?                                                                                 

What does verse 10 reveal about God?  

TUESDAY: THE CONFLICT ON EARTH 

Work through the verses listed in order summing up what each text reveals about the reality of 

a conflict being fought on earth with evil supernatural powers (some verses that are more 

familiar the teacher can summarize without looking them up depending on time constraints).                                                                                                                                                       



Read Zechariah 3:1-2 since verse 2 is the lesson MV and this verse isn’t likely to be familiar to 

some. It’s also recommended to look up and read 1 John 3:8.                                                                 

When finished with all six texts, read the little narrative paragraph that follows.                                                                                                                                                    

Before going to the questions in the bottom box, go to the Teachers Comments.                                                                                                                                                    

On page 28, share the first paragraph about medieval depictions of the devil, and then share 

half of the second paragraph about the modernist reactions.                                                       

Then go to page 27 and share the famous Enuma Elish epic (see “Opening Discussion”).       

Aren’t you thankful that the Bible account of origins reveals a loving God Who created from 

nothing? He spoke things into existence and lovingly formed man with His hands.                                                                           

Now read from the narrative on Friday’s lesson page. Read most of the first paragraph. Tell 

about the 2nd paragraph making mention of Gregory Boyd and his book, “God at War.”        

Read the quotation from Boyd’s book that finishes the narrative. Then say, “There are lots of 

Bible texts that talk of Satan and other demonic powers.” What is lost if these verses are 

interpreted as merely symbols for the dark side of humanity? (Other questions to help with 

discussion if needed: If we lose the sense of the reality of the war, don’t we become easy prey 

of the devil? Will we be likely to underestimate our need of Jesus?)                                                                                         

Now finish Tuesday’s page. Ask the questions from the box at the bottom. 

WEDNESDAY: JOB AS A MICROCOSM 

Hit highlights of the narrative on the top half of the page.                                                              

“The book of Job shows Satan in confrontation with God. What it doesn’t show is how it first 

started.”                                                                                                                                                    

Read Isaiah 14:12-14. What is the basic point about these three verses? Lucifer fell from heaven 

because he tried to be God and above God.                                                                                       

Look up Ezekiel 28 and note key points that identify and describe Satan.                                                            

Vs.13a. The person addressed here was in the Garden of “Eden.”                                                  

The last part of vs. 13 says he was “created.”                                                                                                                               

Vs. 14 says he was “the anointed cherub who covers.”                                                                   

Read vs. 15. So this was a highly positioned angel that was once perfectly good but became evil. 

Vs. 16 says he “became filled with violence.”                                                                                             

How did it happen? Why did he turn evil?                                                                                                    

Read 1 Timothy 3:6. What does this verse imply or reveal was Satan’s great sin? The devil was 

puffed up with pride and was condemned. He tried to be God and above God.                                 

Do you see how these three passages together give a complete picture of what happened a long 

time ago in heaven?                                                                                                                                                      

Next, read most of the paragraph just below the middle of Wednesday’s page, including and 

ending with Patriarchs and Prophets, pp.34-35.                                                                                          

(This is a good time to deal with discussion question #2 from Friday’s page, if desired.)                                                                                                                                                    

Hit highlights in the last paragraph of Wednesday’s page.                                                                        

Ask the question in the box at the bottom of the page.                                                                         

Fitting Bible promises include James 4:7, 1 Cor. 10:13, and Psalm 91 among others.               

Read Ps. 91:1-2. What do you see in these words that help a person make good choices?        



Read Ps. 91:11. According to this verse, what is the work of angels? To keep us in God’s ways. 

Read Ps. 91:15. Even when things get difficult, in what can we be confident? God will answer 

our call for help and deliver us. 

THURSDAY: ANSWERS AT THE CROSS 

Hit highlights of the narrative on the top half of the page.                                                                  

How do the following texts help to explain what Jesus did that will lead to the end of the great 

controversy?                                                                                                                                             

Read John 12:31-32. At the cross Satan was seen as a murderer. Here we see that by exposing 

Satan’s character to the whole universe (a kind of judgment), Jesus was able to cast out the 

ruler of this world. And now Jesus is drawing all people to Himself.                                                                                                                                         

In Rev. 12:10-11, Jesus has brought salvation and a new kingdom as He cast down our accuser. 

He shed His blood and has given us a personal story (testimony) so that we can continually 

overcome the devil.                                                                                                                                 

Rom. 3:26 tells us that because of His death on our behalf, Jesus is just and the justifier of all 

who put their faith in Him.                                                                                                                           

Read Heb. 2:14. Jesus became a man so that He could destroy the works of the devil. As a man, 

Christ overcame all of Satan’s temptations in the wilderness. As a man, He kept the law and 

died for mankind. As God, He provides forgiveness for our sins.                                                                                                                                               

Conclusion: Ask the question at the bottom of Thursday’ page. (Give this some thought so that 

an appeal to hearts can happen to close the lesson). The point is that rejoicing to rejoice, 

praising to praise, can only go so far. Emotion can only stay up so long. However, if we 

experience victory in Jesus personally, it is natural to rejoice. It is experienced much deeper 

within. If we actually walk with God, walk in the power of the Holy Spirit, we will understand His 

amazing grace, and rejoicing becomes who we are; deeply, eternally grateful!!!! Would you like 

a deeper experience with God like that? 

 


