
Central Study Hour – Lesson 10 “Jesus in Jerusalem” 
 
*SABBATH AFTERNOON 
 
Read the Title. Why was Jesus in Jerusalem? The narrative quoted from Matthew 20:28 which said He came 
“to give His life a ransom for many.” That was His purpose in going to Jerusalem. 
 
*FRIDAY 
 
(Refer to the report of the London woman dead in her flat for three years) How could a woman be dead for 
three years and nobody even knew about it? “Yet, without the hope and promise of the gospel….we are all 
doomed to the same oblivion as the poor London woman.” Cemeteries are filled with people that nobody has 
known for a long time. However, “The cross tells us” that “instead of eternal oblivion we can have the promise 
of eternal life.”  
This is a good time to go through Discussion Question #1. This was why Jesus went to Jerusalem. 
 
*SABBATH AFTERNOON 
 
Read the final short paragraph at the bottom of the Sabbath Afternoon page. 
 
*SUNDAY: A PROPHESIED COMING 
 
Explain or read the first paragraph of the narrative. In the face of discouragement, an old prophet named 
Haggai and a young prophet named Zechariah brought some unexpected hope.  
Read Haggai 2:6-9 (from the narrative). What or who is the desire of all nations? The Messiah, the deliverer, 
Jesus. (The preface to The Desire of Ages has applicable lines.)  
Read Zechariah 9:9 (from the narrative). We see that when the Messiah came, He would make a grand 
entrance as king by riding into Jerusalem to the temple on the foal of a donkey.  
Read Matthew 21:1-5. Which prophecy was Matthew indicating was about to come true? Zechariah’s.  
Read Matthew 21:6-11. If you or I rode a donkey into downtown [your city], would a big crowd come out and 
shout for us to be made mayor of the city or the governor of our state? They’d be more likely to think we are 
wacko, right? So, why did the people get so excited that Jesus was on a donkey and hail Him as the Son of 
David? They recognized the fulfillment of prophecy!  
Read DA 570. “The disciples, with glad enthusiasm” down to “people to the highest pitch.”   
Read DA 570 (from the narrative). Why did Jesus allow this great procession? He was going to the cross. How 
little they knew! (See DA 571 “Never before” down to “His mission to a fallen world,” and “After His 
crucifixion” down to “faith would be multiplied.”)  
Personal Application: Read the box at the bottom of the page and ask the question there. Do you think some 
things might not be quite as we think in the end-time fulfillment of prophecy? Ever wonder what we might be 
misunderstanding?  
 
*MONDAY: JESUS IN THE TEMPLE 
 
Share these highlights from DA 575 about the temple. As Jesus halted the procession; “Before them lay 
Jerusalem in its glory, now bathed in the light of the declining sun….The temple had long been the pride and 
glory of the Jewish nation. The Romans also prided themselves in its magnificence….It’s strength, richness, and 
magnificence had made it one of the wonders of the world. While the westering sun was tinting and gilding 



the heavens, its resplendent glory lighted up the pure white marble of the temple walls, and sparkled on its 
gold-capped pillars.” 
The problem is that Israel’s piety didn’t measure up to the golden standard taught by the symbols in those 
sacred precincts. For 1,400 years God had patiently borne apostasy and rebellion and had wooed His people, 
had sent them warnings, but ultimately rebellion had run its course, and now Jesus Himself would be their 
final opportunity. Corruption continued in the temple, even in the most sacred services. “By the time of Jesus, 
things had become so terribly perverted by the greed and avarice of the priests (the very ones who were 
entrusted with administering the services!) that ‘in the eyes of the people the sacredness of the sacrificial 
service had been in a great measure destroyed.’” Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 590. 
Read Matthew 21:12-17. Why did Jesus cleanse the temple? They made it a place of business (vs. 12), Jesus 
said that they made the temple a “den of thieves” (vs. 13) implying overcharging and greed. (Could share 
some highlights from DA 589 and top of 590.)  
Personal Application #1: How can Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem and the cleansing of the temple 
become a personal spiritual experience for you and me? Pause for time to absorb the question. Personally, for 
each of us, where does Christ want to enter? Into our hearts (See Rev. 3:20). What does Jesus want to do with 
our hearts and lives? Cleanse our hearts and lives from sin! The Teachers’ Comments (p. 133) develops this 
thought. “Christ’s entering our hearts brings spiritual victories, accompanied by spiritual cleansing and 
personal accountability. This cleansing and accountability may initially be unwelcome, even painful.” Why 
might it be unwelcome and painful? Human nature resists facing up to being wrong or admitting sin. It crosses 
our pride! “Nevertheless, whenever this process is completed, believers rejoice over the transformation 
accomplished in their lives.” 
Personal Application #2: Go to Teachers’ Comments p. 136, Thought Questions #1. The point is that cleansing 
has a physical aspect that works with the spiritual cleansing. 
 
*TUESDAY: NO FRUIT 
 
The disciples had always seen Jesus heal, restore, and bless. Now, we’ll read about something that Jesus did 
that astonished them. It seemed totally unlike Jesus.  
Read Matthew 21:18-22. This tree looked like it would be a good tree for fruit, yet it had none and was a 
disappointment instead. What did this tree represent? It symbolized the condition of the people. The leaves 
looked good just as Judah had an impressive temple and services, and the truth of the Scriptures. Having no 
fruit, however, matched their lack of godly character; being short on love, humility, and faith. How does Jesus’ 
cursing of the fig tree relate to His cleansing of the temple? Were they not both acts of judgment by God on 
continuous, obstinate, hopeless rebellion? So, what is Jesus looking for? DA 583 says “He longed to see in 
them self-sacrifice and compassion, zeal for God, and a deep yearning of soul for the salvation of their fellow 
men.”  
Personal Application #1: The top of DA 584 has an important development of the above train of thought.  
Personal Application #2: Read and discuss the box at the bottom of the Tuesday’s page. The point is that we 
can’t judge fairly. We’d make terrible mistakes.  
Personal Application #3: Since we don’t want to be like the fruitless fig tree, what actions should we undertake 
to ensure that we don’t have a fruitless experience? Confess our sins, make things right with others, pray for 
help/Holy Spirit, read the Bible, share truth with others, help others with life needs. 
 
*WEDNESDAY: THE STONE 
 
Highlight/summarize Matthew 21:33-39. Note what each person(s) in the parable represents.  
Read Matthew 21:40-41. What just happened here? The Pharisees pronounced their own condemnation. DA 
596 says they realized it right after they spoke. Jesus looked at them with pity as he responded in verse 42.  



Read Matt. 21:42-43. In verse 43 we see that the Jews would lose the privilege of having the kingdom of God 
to share with the world. They didn’t share it anyway. They rebelled. To whom was the kingdom given? It’s a 
New Testament teaching that those who accepted Christ became spiritual Israel. It’s the church. In verse 42 
Jesus quoted from Psalm 118:22, 23 regarding the actual event in Israel’s history of the rejected corner stone. 
When Solomon’s temple was being built, workers in the quarry prepared the stones and then they were 
brought to the building site. “For use in the foundation, one stone of unusual size and peculiar shape had been 
brought. But the workmen could find no place for it, and they would not accept it. It was an annoyance to 
them as it lay unused in their way. Long it remained a rejected stone.”  
Read the quote from DA 598 from the narrative. 
Personal Application #1: The Teachers’ Comments (p. 136) has two good questions to consider. Ask Thought 
Questions #2. Answer: People who have not accepted Christ may yet see their need of Him and accept Him. 
Ask Thought Question #3. 
Read Matthew 21:44.  
Personal Application #2: Read the box at the bottom of Wednesday’s page and ask the question there. DA 
599 answers what it means to “fall on the Rock.” Read from “To those who believe” down to “as our 
foundation.” So, falling on the Rock is experiencing true repentance. DA 600 explains what the Rock falling on 
a person means. Read “And on ‘whomsoever it shall fall’” down to “sinner will be destroyed.”  
Read Matthew 21:45. For commentary on this verse share DA 597. Read “And His words had” down to 
“dispersion of the nation.” 
 
*THURSDAY: THE COST OF GRACE 
 
Read the top paragraph of the narrative.  
Highlight/summarize Matthew 22:1-14. What is the meaning of the wedding garment? Revelation 19:7-8 
indicates that it is the righteousness of the saints, which, of course, only comes through Christ. What does this 
parable teach about salvation by faith? The wedding garment was furnished by the king as a gift to his guests. 
Salvation is a gift.  
Read the paragraph at the bottom of the page.  
Close with the question from the Teachers’ Comments. On page 135 see “Consider This.”. After asking the 
question, ask if this is important. We should not rest until we are certain!!!! 
 
 
 
 
 


