
Central Study Hour – Lesson 1 “Crisis in Heaven” 
 
*INTRODUCTION: New Quarterly: “Rebellion and Redemption” This quarter follows the history of the Great 
Controversy. The picture on the front shows some aspects of the Great Controversy (Discuss as desired). 
This week’s lesson is on where the war between good and evil started, who the principle characters are, and 
the major highlights from the beginning to the end. 
 
(From Wednesday’s lesson)  
Luke 10:18: Jesus said, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven.”  

1.) Two main characters identified: (Satan, Jesus). 
2.) Location identified: (Heaven). 
3.) What were the Issues? (Doesn’t say).        What was Satan doing in heaven anyway? (Don’t answer yet). 

 
*TUESDAY: WAR IN HEAVEN 
 
Read Revelation 12:7-8:  

1.) Where does this war take place? (Heaven). 
2.) Who are the two principal characters? (Michael and the dragon and angels on both sides).  

a.) Who is Michael? Read Jude 9, 1 Thess. 4:16 and John 5: 25, 28, and 29. (Michael the 
Archangel is Jesus, the Son of God.) 

b.) Who is the Dragon? Read Rev. 12:9. (The devil/Satan). 
3.) What are the issues? (Doesn’t say).  
Note: These verses still don’t say why Satan was in heaven. Is it plausible that the devil tried to pull off a 
coup but failed? 

 
*SUNDAY: THE FALL IN HEAVEN 
 
Isaiah 13 and 14: These are Isaiah’s prophecies of judgment upon Babylon. Read Is. 13:1, 9, 11a, 17a, 19.  
Who was the real ruler of Babylon? Who stirred up Babylon to do evil? (The devil, right?) 
Who does the devil work on the hardest to stir up a nation to do evil? (The leader, the king). Read Is. 14:4+6. 
Here Isaiah’s judgments are now directed at the king of Babylon. However, in verses 12-15 the devil himself is 
addressed. This is clear right at the start of verse 12; “How are you fallen from heaven.” Who is that? (Devil). 
What name is used for Satan here? See vs. 12. “O Lucifer, son of the morning!” What does that mean? In Rev. 
22:16, Jesus is called “the bright and morning star.” That means that Lucifer was the son of Jesus. He was 
made by Jesus, the creator! John 1:3 says, “All things were made by Him, and without Him nothing was 
made that was made.” That includes Lucifer! So did God make the devil? (Actually, God made a very good, 
perfect person; an angel named Lucifer, who by his own choices became a devil). Let’s read Isaiah 14:12-15 to 
find out how Lucifer made himself into the devil. Read. What was one issue in the war in heaven? Did Lucifer 
try to pull off a coup to overcome God and make himself God? (Exactly). 
 
Ezekiel 28: Ez. 26, 27, and 28 are all prophecies against the Phoenician city of Tyre. Chapter 28 is specifically 
against the king or prince of Tyre. Read Ez. 28:2. Here the prince of Tyre is described as Isaiah had described 
Lucifer: a created being, a man, a king, thinking that he can be God. Later in this passage the king of Tyre is 
used as a symbol of Satan. Read Ez. 28:12 and 13a. What have we read so far that shows that we are no longer 
dealing with an earthly king? (The king of Tyre was never perfect in wisdom or beauty, and he wasn’t ever in 
the Garden of Eden). Who was in the Garden of Eden that could be the one discussed here? (The choices are 
very limited. God was there, as were Adam and Eve, and Lucifer was there). Read Ez. 28:14+15. What is a 
cherub? (An angel). That means it isn’t God, Adam or Eve that is the subject of these verses. What is the 



cherub that covers? (The gold angels on the cover of the Ark of the Covenant represent the covering cherubs 
next to the throne of God in heaven. Lucifer was once next to God’s throne – a very high position!). Verse 15 
says that he once was a perfect, created being until sin ruined him. Verse 16 says he became filled with 
violence (2nd line) and had to be cast out of the mountain of God (4th + 5th lines). Read verse 17a. This sounds 
like a pride problem.  
 
(From Friday’s lesson)  
How could a perfect being become proud and sinful? Friday’s lesson emphasized that it happened gradually, 
but can’t be explained because it comes down to just choosing. Read from Friday (top paragraph) starting with 
sentence “There is no excuse for sin.” Continue reading to “he became Satan, ‘the adversary.’” God allowed 
Lucifer his own choice which proves that God gives freedom of will/freedom to choose. He’s not a dictator! 
 
(Back to Sunday)  
Ask the question at the bottom without discussion. Then ask, How much more likely are we to choose 
badly/unwisely and be messed up by our own pride? So, what do we need? (Jesus! Forgiveness, the new birth, 
a changed life!)  
 
SABBATH AFTERNOON  
 
This is a great time to read the quotation from Patriarchs and Prophets, p. 34 (top paragraph). As long as all 
created beings acknowledged and obeyed the law of love, perfect harmony existed throughout the universe. 
But just one rebel changed everything. Lucifer started war in heaven (Rev. 12:7) by violating the law of love 
and then influenced Adam and Eve to violate it also. That brought the war to earth, and we’ve been living with 
it ever since. The Plan of Salvation is God’s way of dealing with the rebellion and restoring the order and 
harmony that Satan had disrupted. 
Note: Genesis 1:26 says that Adam was created to have dominion over the earth. When Adam yielded to 
Satan, to some extent, Satan could claim that he now had dominion over the earth. This leads us to Monday’s 
lesson. 
 
*MONDAY: THE PRINCE OF THIS WORLD  
 
Read John 14:30 and John 16:11. Then read John 12:31. Why did Jesus refer to Satan as the prince/ruler of this 
world? (Jesus acknowledged that Satan took it/usurped it from Adam). However, when Adam sinned, God did 
put a limitation on Satan’s ability to exercise dominion according to Gen. 3:15. The enmity that God put 
between man and Satan was so that man would have a chance to avoid the total domination of Satan. God as 
the world’s creator still had authority over all, but was also acknowledging man’s choice to follow Satan. 
There’s an inside look at Satan’s dominion and man’s opportunity to avoid it in Job. Read Job 1:6-8. Why does 
Satan introduce himself to the assembly of the sons of God as one walking to and fro on the earth? (Satan is 
basically bragging that he has control of things on the earth. It’s his claim to his right to be in the assembly. 
He’s there as earth’s representative). Why does God ask Satan to consider Job? (God wants Satan to admit 
that he doesn’t have full control of things on the earth because Job has consistently followed God and avoided 
Satan’s dominion). 
 In John 12:31 Jesus clearly said Satan’s rule would come to an end. There would be another casting out of 
some sort. How? 
 
(Back to Tuesday)  
What would end Satan’s legal claim as prince or ruler of this world? Remember the war in heaven and Satan’s 
first expulsion in Rev. 12:7-9. Read Rev. 12:10, 11. These verses are an obvious reference to Jesus’ victory on 
the cross as how Satan was cast down a second time. Here’s how. When people really experience all that Jesus 



has to give they become like Job breaking Satan’s dominion over them. And Jesus’ perfect life as a human 
being and paying the price for the sins of humanity allowed him to win back what Adam lost. As a result, Jesus 
became the rightful ruler of our world.  
The lesson noted the positive way that John talks about the continuing war between the “accuser of our 
brethren” and the overcomers in Rev. 12:10, 11. He links it to salvation and the coming kingdom of God. 
 
THURSDAY: THE CONTINUING BATTLE 
 
Satan lost his rulership of this world, but he still works with devastating results. The lesson likened it to a 
poisonous snake that has just been killed but still has venom and a bite reflex. Satan’s bite is still deadly. He’s 
been defeated at Calvary, but the danger is not yet over. We see evidence of his violence and hatred often, 
don’t we? How did Jesus warn His disciples of the continuing struggle against evil? See John 16:33. “In the 
world you will have tribulation, but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” How do Jesus’ words give 
us hope? (See paragraph in the upper middle of the page. We should focus on the victory through Jesus, not 
on the troubles).  
 
(Back to Tuesday)  
Revelation 12 is sometimes referred to as the Great Controversy vision. In the overall context, four great 
threats are described, but each is followed by an incredible deliverance.  

1.) Read Rev. 12:1-5. The first threat is described as a great red dragon (Satan, vs. 9) seeking to devour a 
baby (Jesus) about to be born of a woman (from among God’s people, Jer. 6:2, Is. 54:5, 6). The Roman 
Empire was used by Satan to try to kill baby Jesus in Bethlehem. But the child escapes and is later 
caught up to the throne of God (obviously, the ascension of Jesus). 

2.) Read Rev. 12:6. Verses 13 and 14 repeat and expand verse 6. Read Rev. 12:13, 14. In the second 
threat, the dragon (Satan through Papal Rome) persecutes the woman (God’s people) for 1260 days 
(years). The first escape or deliverance is to the wilderness (the highlands and hideouts in the Alps). 

3.) Read Rev. 12: 15, 16. In the third threat, the dragon (still Satan working through Papal influences) 
causes a flood (multitudes of people, Rev. 17:15) in an attempt to drown/destroy the woman 
(persecute God’s people). Deliverance came through the earth opening its mouth and swallowing up 
the flood. (In Rev. 13:11 the U.S.A. rises from the earth, the new continent of America. The new land, 
America, took in the multitudes and became the escape valve from the persecution in Europe.) 

4.) Read Rev. 12:17. In the fourth threat, the dragon makes war against remnant/offspring of the woman 
(The faithful at the end). How will the faithful survive? We know they will be delivered as well because 
we see them described in Rev. 14:3 standing before God’s throne. 

 
Question: Suppose someone said, “Well, I am neutral; I am neither on Satan’s side nor on Christ’s side.” Is 
that possible? What is wrong with this type of thinking? (Satan is working to destroy everyone whether 
they know it or not. Think about why it was impossible for Poland to be neutral in WWII.) 
 
Question: In Wednesday’s lesson, the author refers to Luke 10:3 where Jesus warned his followers that 
they were like lambs walking among wolves. What does this imagery suggest about the human ability to 
withstand satanic deception? (We are helpless unless protected and aided by a higher power.) 

 
(Back to Thursday) Read Hebrews 12:1, 2. Who are these witnesses and how do they encourage us? (Hebrews 
11 with information in the large paragraph in the lower half of the page show how encouragement can be 
gained from these witnesses.)  
 
Suggested Close: Read Hebrews 12:1, 2. 
 


