
Central Study Hour – Notes for Lesson 10: “Philip as Missionary” 
Introduction: Memory Verse, Read the Great Commision in Acts 1:8 (See page 80)     Where were they to 
begin? (Jerusalem.)     Where after Jerusalem? (Judea.)     Who were they witnessing to in Jerusalem and 
Judah? (Only to Jews.)     Where was the next place in the mission strategy that Jesus gave them? (Samaria –
partly pagan, partly Israelite, always despised.)     Who was the first Christian believer to take the Gospel to the 
Samaritans or to any Gentile? (Philip. This was before Peter went to Cornelius. When Peter went to Joppa and 
Caesarea, Philip had already preached and evangelized there.) 
 
Sunday:     How do we know that this Philip wasn’t one of the 12 disciples but a different Philip? (This Philip 
was chosen as one of the 7 deacons in Acts 6.) 
 
Monday: Let’s look into the Background for why deacons were needed. 
     Read Acts 2:44-47.      What stands out in these verses that’s much different from church life today? (1. Sold 
possessions, lands and goods in order to help those in need, 2. Went to the temple every day, 3. Shared food 
from house to house, 4. New believers were added to the church daily, 5. Genuine unity.)     How do you 
picture life in the early church?     Are we less giving today? 
     Read Acts 4:34, 35     Did they give with no strings attached?     What indicates that they gave full control to 
the Apostles? 
     Read Acts 6:1.     What problem arose at this time? (A claim that the widows of the Hellenists [Grecians] 
were getting neglected in the distribution of goods by the Hebrews – implied favoritism.) 
     What exactly is a Hellenist compared to a Hebrew?     What distinction is being made here? 
(Hellenists were Jews that had actually grown up in other parts of the Roman Empire and some were for 
various reasons now living in Jerusalem. Their first language was different than what was spoken by the local 
Jews (Aramaic) so they would have a heavy accent even if they could use the local language, but most found it 
easier to use Greek, the international language. They were culturally different, as well. The local Jews were not 
very accepting of these “foreign Jews.” However, many of these foreign Jews accepted Christ at Pentecost. 
True conversions through the Holy Spirit had broken down the barrier of prejudice. The Hellenists and local 
Jews that had become Christians had a miraculous unity. In Acts 6:1, we see that the devil was trying to stir up 
the old prejudice to break down their unity in Christ.) 
     Read Acts 6:2-6.     Who was chosen to oversee a better system for distribution of goods? (7 men filled with 
the Holy Spirit to be deacons. Men who were respected, credible and wise.)     What else did the lesson point 
out that these 7 men had in common? (They all had Greek names which indicates some, if not all 7, were 
Hellenists.)     Would that be a big help in solving the complaint?     How would this help the Apostles?  
     Read Acts 6:7.     What affect did ordaining the 7 deacons have on the church?  
 
Tuesday:    The first two deacons listed in Acts 6:5 are Stephen and Philip. Philip’s missionary adventures are in 
Acts 8, but Stephen’s happen first in chapter 7 ending with his martyrdom three and a half years after Calvary. 
     What change in focus came upon the Gospel work because of Stephen’s death?     Read Acts 8:1-5 (Jewish 
Christians finally took the Gospel to the Gentiles.)     Why did they take the gospel now to other lands? 
(Persecution forced them to leave Jerusalem.)     So, is persecution good or bad?     Did God have to allow it to 
get them to scatter and bring the truth to others?     Did God take something bad and overrule it for good?     
Has God ever done that in Your life? 
     Read Acts 8:6-8, 12. On a scale from 1-10, how would you rate the level of evangelistic success? We are 
amazed at how the Spirit worked through Philip with power for miracles and conversions, but we may easily 
overlook the miracle of the breaking down of prejudice. Philip was the leader in the early church for building 
racial and cultural unity.     How did the Apostles react when they heard what Philip was doing in Samaria? 
     Read Acts 8:14-17, 25.     What lessons are there in this passage?     Why didn’t the Samaritans receive the 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit until Peter and John came? (To teach church order. The Apostles had authority as 



leaders. But even Peter and John were sent (vs. 14) by a collective decision of all the Apostles. Nobody was 
self-appointed; not Philip, not peter or John. Something to think about.) 
 
Wednesday:     Read Acts 8:26-31. This is obviously a divine appointment with a very high ranking government 
official (Treasurer).     What evidence is there that this man likely was already a Sabbath-keeper? (1. He had 
been to Jerusalem to worship at the temple and 2. he was a student of the Scriptures.) This also means he 
accepted the Creator-God of Scripture and wouldn’t be an idol worshipper. He most likely understood clean 
vs. unclean distinctions. A man of his career, prestige and means would be sure to seek all the information 
possible before choosing a religion of another nation, especially one that would not accept him. He would be 
sure to have his own copy of the Old Testament Scriptures. 
     What book and chapter was the Ethiopian trying to understand? (Isaiah 53 about the lamb going to the 
slaughter.)     What was all set up for Philip to explain? (Jesus as the sacrificial lamb on the cross for the 
redemption of man from sin.) Philip did no miracle, yet the Ethiopian believed.     Upon what was his belief 
founded? (Just Scripture.) When they came to water, the Ethiopian requested baptism. He accepted Christ as 
his Savior and Lord, and Philip baptized him. 
 
    “In the experience of Philip and the Ethiopian is presented the work to which the Lord calls His people” 8T 58.  
    “This Ethiopian represented a large class who need to be taught by such missionaries as Philip—men who will hear the 
voice of God and go where He sends them. There are many who are reading the Scriptures who cannot understand their 
true import. All over the world men and women are looking wistfully to heaven. Prayers and tears and inquiries go up 
from souls longing for light, for grace, for the Holy Spirit. Many are on the verge of the kingdom waiting only to be 
gathered in” AA 109. 
    “The men and women who have a knowledge of God are needed to explain the word to these souls” 8T 58. 
    “An angel guided Philip to one who was seeking for light and who was ready to receive the gospel, and today angels 
will guide the footsteps of those workers who will allow the Holy Spirit to sanctify their tongues and refine and ennoble 
their hearts” AA 109. 

 
Thursday: Acts 8:39 says “the Spirit of the Lord caught Philip away.” In verse 40 we found that he went to 
Azotus and preached in several cities along the Mediterranean Sea finally settling down in Caesarea. That’s a 
50 mile stretch of evangelistic effort. Philip is not mentioned again in the Bible until 20 years later when he 
receives a special visitor in his home. 
     Read Acts 21:8-10:    What indicates that Philip was a good family man, a good father? (He had 4 pure, 
unmarried daughters that the Holy Spirit deemed suitable for the gift of prophecy.)     What indicates that 
Philip and/or his wife may have had the gift of hospitality? (Paul and his traveling companions stayed many 
days at Philip’s house.)     What special memories could Philip and Paul talk about together? Read Sketches 
From the Life of Paul, 204 from Sunday’s lesson on page 81. (They could share the memory of the light that 
shone on Stephen’s face at his martyrdom.) 
 
Close: “Everyone who has received Christ is called to work for the salvation of his fellow men. ‘The Spirit and the bride 
say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come.’ Revelation 22:17. The charge to give this invitation includes the entire 
church…It is a fatal mistake to suppose that the work of soul-saving depends alone upon the ministry” AA 110. 
    “Long has God waited for the spirit of service to take possession of the whole church so that everyone shall be working 
for Him according to his ability. When the members of the church of God do their appointed work in the needy fields at 
home and abroad, in fulfillment of the gospel commission, the whole world will soon be warned and the Lord Jesus will 
return to this earth with power and great glory. ‘This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a 
witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.’ Matthew 24:14” AA 111. 
 

     What are two valuable lessons in Philip’s example? (1. Philip was not an ordained minister or elder yet he 
was a zealous and a very successful witness. 2. Philip reached across race and culture in his witness. He was a 
uniter, not a divider.) 


