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Glimpses of Our God

Lesson  #11 God as Artist
Psalm 19:1 (NKJV)  The heavens declare the glory of God; And the firmament shows His handiwork.  Waves trees sunset clouds rock. 
For the first covenant God painted a rainbow in the sky.
Ezekiel 1:28  Like the appearance of a rainbow in a cloud on a rainy day, so was the appearance of the brightness all around it. This was the appearance of the likeness of the glory of the Lord. 
*Exodus 28:2–3 (NKJV)  2 And you shall make holy garments for Aaron your brother, for glory and for beauty. 3 So you shall speak to all who are gifted artisans, whom I have filled with the spirit of wisdom, that they may make Aaron’s garments, …

Exodus 31:1–6 (NKJV)  Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “See, I have called by name Bezalel the son of Uri, the son of Hur, of the tribe of Judah. 3 And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, in understanding, in knowledge, and in all manner of workmanship, 4 to design artistic works, to work in gold, in silver, in bronze, 5 in cutting jewels for setting, in carving wood, and to work in all manner of workmanship. 6 “And I, indeed I, have appointed with him Aholiab the son of Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan; and I have put wisdom in the hearts of all the gifted artisans, that they may make all that I have commanded you: 

God as Potter
Isaiah 64:8  But now, O Lord, You are our Father; We are the clay, and You our potter; And all we are the work of Your hand. 
Jeremiah 18:1–6 (NKJV)  The word which came to Jeremiah from the Lord, saying: 2 “Arise and go down to the potter’s house, and there I will cause you to hear My words.” 3 Then I went down to the potter’s house, and there he was, making something at the wheel. 4 And the vessel that he made of clay was marred in the hand of the potter; so he made it again into another vessel, as it seemed good to the potter to make. 5 Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying: 6 “O house of Israel, can I not do with you as this potter?” says the Lord. “Look, as the clay is in the potter’s hand, so are you in My hand, O house of Israel! 
*Rom 9:21 Does not the potter have power over the clay, from the same lump to make one vessel for honor and another for dishonor? 

Psalm 51:10–11 10 Create in me a clean heart, O God,  And renew a steadfast spirit within me. 11 Do not cast me away from Your presence, And do not take Your Holy Spirit from me. 
God as Architect  (Noah’s Ark too)
Hebrews 8:1–5 (NKJV) 8Now this is the main point of the things we are saying: We have such a High Priest, who is seated at the right hand of the throne of the Majesty in the heavens, 2 a Minister of the sanctuary and of the true tabernacle which the Lord erected, and not man. 3 For every high priest is appointed to offer both gifts and sacrifices. Therefore it is necessary that this One also have something to offer. 4 For if He were on earth, He would not be a priest, since there are priests who offer the gifts according to the law; 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”
*John 14:2 (NKJV) 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 

Revelation 21:2 (NKJV)  2 Then I, John, saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 

Revelation 21:10, 18 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from God, 18 The construction of its wall was of jasper; and the city was pure gold, like clear glass.  
Japanese architects say you must have rock, water and vegetation for beauty.
God as Musician
1 Chronicles 23:5 (NKJV) 5 four thousand were gatekeepers, and four thousand praised the Lord with musical instruments, “which I made,” said David, “for giving praise.” 
*Deuteronomy 31:19 (NKJV)  “Now therefore, write down this song for yourselves, and teach it to the children of Israel; put it in their mouths, that this song may be a witness for Me against the children of Israel. 

Deuteronomy 32:1-43 is the song.

1 Kings 4:32 (NKJV)  He spoke three thousand proverbs, and his songs were one thousand and five. 
Zephaniah 3:17 (NKJV)   The Lord your God in your midst, The Mighty One, will save; He will rejoice over you with gladness, He will quiet you with His love, He will rejoice over you with singing.” 
Isaiah 55:12 (NKJV) “For you shall go out with joy, And be led out with peace;  The mountains and the hills Shall break forth into singing before you, And all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 

God as Author
Romans 11:33–36 (NKJV) 33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and His ways past finding out! 34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord? Or who has become His counselor?” 35 “Or who has first given to Him And it shall be repaid to him?” 36 For of Him and through Him and to Him are all things, to whom be glory forever. Amen. 
*Exodus 32:31–33 (NKJV) 31 Then Moses returned to the Lord and said, “Oh, these people have committed a great sin, and have made for themselves a god of gold! 32 Yet now, if You will forgive their sin—but if not, I pray, blot me out of Your book which You have written.” 33 And the Lord said to Moses, “Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book. 

God As A Sculptor
Alberto Giacometti –  (“Walking Man 1”) – $104.3 million
This piece is considered to be the culmination of the Swiss sculptor’s work, which started small and gradually became taller and thinner.  On February 3rd 2010, this 6-foot-tall bronze sculpture was sold and became not just the most expensive sculpture ever sold but the most expensive work of art ever sold at auction. 
*Genesis 2:7 (NKJV)  And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.
Isaiah 44:21–22 (NKJV) 21 “Remember these, O Jacob, And Israel, for you are My servant; I have formed you, you are My servant; O Israel, you will not be forgotten by Me! 22 I have blotted out, like a thick cloud, your transgressions, And like a cloud, your sins. Return to Me, for I have redeemed you.” 
Ecclesiastes 11:5 (NKJV)5 As you do not know what is the way of the wind, Or how the bones grow in the womb of her who is with child, So you do not know the works of God who makes everything. 

No other work can equal hers in importance. She has not, like the artist, to paint a form of beauty upon canvas; nor, like the sculptor, to chisel it from marble. She has not, like the author, to embody a noble thought in words of power; nor, like the musician, to express a beautiful sentiment in melody. It is hers, with the help of God, to develop in a human soul the likeness of the divine.  {AH 237.2}  

Luke 22:31–32 (NKJV) 31 And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32 But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.” 
1 Peter 1:6–7 (NKJV) 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 

Whom God Choses

When God wants to drill a man,  and thrill a man, and skill a man,
When God wants to mold a man, To play the noblest part;
When He yearns with all His heart To create so great and bold a man,
That all the world shall be amazed, Watch his methods; watch His ways.
How He ruthlessly perfects When He royally elects!
How He hammers him and hurts him And with mighty blows converts him
Into trial shapes of clay Which only God understands;
While his tortured heart is crying, And He lifts beseeching hands!
How He bends but never breaks When His good He undertakes.
How He uses whom he chooses, And with every purpose fuses him;
But every act induces him, To try His splendor out --
God knows what He's about!
